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STARS COME OUT TO SHINE FOR BIG GAME TO HELP CHARITIES 



A STAR-STUDDED turnout descended on 
Banks’s stadium as the crowds came out in 
force for a charity match in memory of Tu¬ 
nisia terror victim Joel Richards. 

The Walsall match was organised to raise 
money for the Smile for Joel and Compton 
Hospice charities. 

Former glamour model Katie Price 
managed the Smiling Saddlers team and 
although she was running almost an hour 
late, she was still eager to please fans. 

Smile for Joel was set up in memory of 
tragic Saddlers fans Joel Richards, Patrick 
Evans and Adrian Evans from the Black 
Country who were shot dead in the Tunisia 
beach terror attack. Joel and his grandfa¬ 
ther Patrick were from Wednesbury and 


his uncle Adrian lived in Bilston. Nineteen- 
year-old Joel’s mother Suzy and brother 
Owen, who survived the attack when he was 
only 16, formed the charity which raises 
money to support families who are victims 
of traumatic bereavement. 

Thousands cheered and applauded as the 
Smiling Saddlers went on to win the game 
on Saturday afternoon 6-5. 

Corrie actor Shayne Ward managed 
Compton Wolves alongside assistant man¬ 
ager Steps star Lee Latchford Evans. 

Speaking about the day, former X Fac¬ 
tor winner Ward, added: “I was completely 
shocked, like everyone was, to hear about 
the tragedy in Tunisia when it unfolded. 

“When I was asked if I wanted to take 


part in the game I instantly said yes.” Hun¬ 
dreds more tickets had to be released earlier 
this month as demand for the match soared. 

Stars of reality TV Austin Armacost, from 
Celebrity Big Brother, Liam Gatsby, from 
The Only Way is Essex and fellow cast mate 
James ‘Arg’ Argent warmed up the crowd 
by posing for selfies and having a pre-match 
kick about. 

Ellen McLeod, 27, from Walsall, had come 
to the game with her mother Carol. 

She said: “I’ve always wanted to go to a 
celebrity game and this is fantastic. 

“There is a really laid back atmosphere 
and everyone seems happy to get involved 
and come and say hello.” 

• Thrilling - Page 3 


Boss hopes to lead hospital out of special measures 


MANOR CHIEFS IN 
CQC VISIT WAIT 


BOSSES and staff at Walsall Manor Hospital are 
primed for a CQC visit ‘in the next three to four 
months’ - as it continues its recovery from be¬ 
ing placed into special measures last year. 

Chief executive Richard Kirby gave an update at a board 
meeting on how Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust is preparing 
for its next visit - after being rated inadequate in January 


2016 and placed in special me 

The trust was placed into special 
measures after whistleblowers told 
the CQC there is a ‘heavy handed’ 
approach from senior management 
which they said bordered on a bul¬ 
lying culture. Key findings from the 
CQC report included claims that pa¬ 
tient safety was compromised in the 
hospital’s maternity ward, where 
concerns were raised over ‘multiple 
issues with staffing, delivery of care 
and treatment’. 

Ensure 

Mr Kirby has said the trust needs 
to ‘get off to a flying start’ with the 
next stage of its recovery. He said: 
“As I reported last month, the next 
three to four months are vital to the 
delivery of our plans for 2017/18 and 
for getting off to a flying start with 
the next stage of our journey. 

“The work we have done so far will 
ensure that we are able to deliver on 
our three key priorities - ensuring 
we continue to improve quality and 
safety so we are ready for the CQC 
inspection, delivering our financial 
plan for quarter one and making a 
step change towards our clinical¬ 
ly-led engaged and empowered cul- 


By Jordan Harris 


ture. The executive team have been 
working closely with divisional and 
care group leadership teams to en¬ 
sure that we use the next three to 
four months properly. 

“We are now expecting our CQC 
inspection within this period and 
the CQC have begun the process of 
working with us to collect the infor¬ 
mation that they will use to prepare 
for the inspection itself.” 

The trust’s consistent failure to 
hit A&E waiting time targets was 
also a major issue in last year’s in¬ 
spection, as the number of patients 
treated within the four-hour na¬ 
tional target fell below expectations 
for ‘almost all of the period between 
April 2015 and May 2015’. 

The report suggested that high 
workloads in the emergency depart¬ 
ment and maternity had resulted in 
care falling below the standards pa¬ 
tients should be able to expect. 

Another issue related to staff sat¬ 
isfaction, with staff across the or¬ 
ganisation not feeling respected. 


Retire? I’m only 80! Mavis forever young 



Mavis Young has turned 80, seen with resident Beatrice Mellor, 98 


HER CV is like an A-Z of Black Country 
manufacturing - and now Mavis Young 
is forging new ground, working at a care 
home, at the age of 80. 

From a tractor part assembler to forge 
machine operator and hand presser, Mavis 
did the circuit of post-war employment, 
starting aged 14. 

Working on up to three jobs, the Dar- 
laston-born woman joined the nationwide 
efforts to get the country back on her feet. 
She also had to help fund her family and 
their first home - a £2,099 three-bedroom 
home in Charles Foster Street in Wednes¬ 
bury. 

But now, when she could happily pack it 
in, Mavis says she sees no end to her work¬ 
ing life. She is employed at The Bush care 
home in Darlaston, where staff put on a 
surprise party and made her a cake - her 
first birthday cake in 80 years. She works 
18 hours a week as a carer, on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursdays from 8am to 
2pm. 

She said: “When you retire you hit a dead 
end -1 enjoy my work, I enjoy helping other 
people, it is really lovely.” 

Mavis has worked at the care home for 25 
years. She started as a cook, making break¬ 
fast every morning for the home’s residents. 

When a change of ownership came in she 
was switched to a carer 12 years ago, and 
has remained in the role ever since. She 
said: “I feel great, I don’t see any reason 
why I should give up. The girls here are 
great and the owner is fantastic for keeping 
me on despite my age.” 


CAMPAIGN 

Thousands try 
to save centre 

MORE than 2,000 people are demand¬ 
ing a council U-turn over a controversial 
decision to sell off a mental health centre 
in Walsall. 

Furious residents and Conservative 
councillors want 
Broadway North, 
in Paddock, to 
be kept open 
and potentially 
turned into a 
new health cen¬ 
tre serving more 
than 23,000 pa¬ 
tients. 

But Walsall Council Labour chiefs 
agreed to sell off the site, home to adult 
social care services, Dudley and Walsall 
Mental Health NHS Trust and Park Hall 
Community Association, at a cabinet 
meeting last month. 

The council’s decision has now been 
called in and will be grilled by a scrutiny 
meeting next week where councillors 
Mike Bird, Rose Martin, Gurmet Sohal, 
Adrian Andrew and Peter Washbrook will 
all speak out against the sale. On top of 
this, a petition calling for the Broadway 
site to be saved has more than 2,000 
signatures. 

EDUCATION 

Councillors call for 
academies rethink 

COUNCIL chiefs have called for the Gov¬ 
ernment to rethink its academy programme 
after a school’s damning inspection report. 

Willenhall E-ACT Academy’s inadequate 
Ofsted was revealed earlier this week. 
The secondary school, which is part of an 
academy trust, was rated inadequate in all 
areas by the schools watchdog. Teachers, 
governors and pupils were all heavily crit¬ 
icised in the incendiary report, which re¬ 
vealed Ofsted inspectors had food thrown 
at them while they were visiting the school. 

Councillors from across the political 
divide in Walsall have weighed into the 
‘appalling’ Ofsted findings - urging the 
Government to rethink its academy plan 
and allow failing schools to be run by the 
council. Former cabinet member for ed¬ 
ucation Chris Towe said: “We’ve got ab¬ 
solutely no control over things - we can 
talk to schools but have no power. It’s an 
absolutely appalling situation and cannot 
be allowed to continue.” 

• Officials - Page 2 
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Animator Drew has Marvel-ous time 



Drew Roper with the toys 


A WALSALL-born animator has said he 
is humbled after working with Disney to 
promote its latest Guardians of the Gal¬ 
axy blockbuster. 

Drew Roper, from Walsall Wood, and 
his team at Yaminations, based on the 
old custard factory estate in Digbeth, 
Birmingham, worked with Disney and 
toy maker Hasbro to create an advert for 
the toys based on the latest Marvel film 
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2. 

The advert aired on British television 
for the first time recently and features 
the dancing Groot toy. The 29-year-old 


said: “I got a call last year asking me 
if I wanted to work with Disney again. 
As soon as they said it was to do with 
Guardians of the Galaxy I said I was in. 

“We were given the concept of what 
Hasbro and Disney wanted and it was 
up to us to animate it. It is a 30 second 
advert and it probably took us about 
three to four weeks to shoot it. Thank¬ 
fully we have a great team here who 
were willing to put in the hours and get 
it done. It was really fun to make. We 
had lots of toys to play with and lots of 
toys to ruin and break.” 


Mr Roper added: “It is weird to look at 
your own work on TV because you know 
how it works. But it is a very nice, lovely 
feeling and very humbling.” 

In the past he and his company Yam¬ 
inations have worked with the likes Co¬ 
ca-Cola and the Roald Dahl foundation. 

Mr Roper set up the company in 2009 
and was previously based at The Light¬ 
house in Wolverhampton before moving 
to Digbeth in 2015. He runs the business 
and mainly directs, leaving the anima¬ 
tion to other members of his team as he 
‘breaks too many things’. 


Pupils pelt Ofsted 
officials with food 

OUT-OF-CONTROL pupils pelt¬ 
ed Ofsted inspectors with food 
at a school which has now been 
placed into special measures. 

Willenhall E-ACT Academy, which 
has more than 1,300 pupils, has been 
ranked inadequate by Ofsted across 
the board in a damning report. 

Inspectors highlighted a catalogue of is¬ 
sues, including sub-standard teaching and 
poor behaviour from pupils. The academy, 
in Furzebank Way, was previously rated as 
‘requires improvement’ in 2015. 

The report found that: 

* One-third of pupils in Years 7 to 11 are 
persistently absent; 

* Ofsted inspectors were pelted with food 
during their inspection visit; 

* Students feel unsafe due to repeated 
poor behaviour; 

* Seventy per cent of teachers left the 
school during 2015 and 2016; 

* In many lessons, teachers are regularly 
interrupted by pupils. 

Inspectors ranked the school - which has 
1,340 students - inadequate overall and in 
the five categories - leadership; teaching; 
behaviour; outcomes for pupils and 16-19 
studies. 

Hampered 

The report states: “During 2015 and 
2016, 70 per cent of teachers left the school. 

This high turnover of staff has greatly 
hampered what leaders have been able to 
accomplish.” 

The report says of pupil attendance: 

“Over a third of pupils in Years 7 to 11 are 
persistently absent. Of these, just under 
a half are disadvantaged pupils.” It adds: 

“Inspectors had food thrown at them in the 
canteen and in a classroom. A small num¬ 
ber of pupils were rude to them. 

“Inspectors were jostled in corridors and 
witnessed staff being ignored or defied.” 

Inspectors did highlight some positives, 
stating: “E-ACT, the school sponsor, has 
begun to address aspects of greatest con¬ 
cern. Vocational education in the sixth 
form is strong and leads to good outcomes.” 

A spokesman for the school said: “Natu¬ 
rally we are disappointed. However under 
the strong leadership of Ms Kir sty Jones as 
the recently appointed headteacher we are 
confident Willenhall Academy will continue 
to make rapid progress.” 


Illness rips away joys of motherhood 



Olivia Siegl who has created a special online service to help mothers with post-natal depression 


A MOTHER from Great Barr who 
has tackled post-natal depression 
has created a new campaign to em¬ 
power parents in a similar position. 

Olivia Siegl was diagnosed with 
the condition when her daughter, 
Eva, was six months old. 

She went on to create a Face- 
book group, that expanded into 
The Baby Bible blog in 2015, with 
a no-nonsense approach that would 
unite mothers who were going 
through a similar situation. 

Two years on and Olivia has cre¬ 
ated ‘The Every Mum Movement’ 


borne from a strong belief that 
‘every mother deserves the right to 
enjoy motherhood’. 

It will see mothers empowered 
and educated on the importance of 
taking care of their maternal men¬ 
tal health. A campaign website has 
been launched and has attracted 
attention from Netmums and the 
National Childbirth Trust. 

Olivia explained: “Following the 
birth of my two daughters I suf¬ 
fered with post-natal depression 
and post-natal psychosis. 

“As a mum-to-be I was com¬ 


pletely informed and prepared for 
the physical changes I was going 
to go through during pregnancy 
and childbirth. However, not once 
along the way, was I ever advised 
or ever read any information in all 
of the baby magazines, books and 
blogs on how to prepare myself 
mentally for motherhood and what 
to do if I was one of the one in five 
mums who developed a maternal 
mental illness.” 

Visit @ everymumm ovement 
on Facebook, or the site direct at 
www.everymummovement.com 


Praise for 
'ambitious 
vision' of 
town school 

A WILLENHALL primary school has 
been praised for its ‘ambitious vision’, 
‘varied and balanced’ curriculum and 
its ‘effective’ safeguarding by the educa¬ 
tion watchdog. Ofsted has heaped praise 
on Rosedale Church of England Infant 
School on Stroud Avenue in Short Heath 
after it found it was rated ‘good’ follow¬ 
ing a recent inspection. The school was 
rated good in 2013 and an inspection 
back in March this year confirmed the 
school continues to be good. 

A report prepared by Ofsted following 
the visit two months ago states: “The 
leadership team has maintained the 
good quality of education in the school 
since the last inspection. Under your 
strong leadership and that of the head 
of school, there is an ambitious vision, 
team spirit and a relentless drive for 
continual improvement. 

“There is a strong culture of profes¬ 
sional learning among staff, both within 
the school and to support colleagues 
across the Short Heath Federation. 

“The vast majority of parents hold 
the school in high regard. They appre¬ 
ciate the strong ‘family orientated’ at¬ 
mosphere that has been created. This 
is fundamental to the core values that 
underpin the work of the school through 
its strong Christian ethos and values.” 

School head Vicki Stephen, said: “At 
Rosedale, we are delighted with our 
recent and extremely positive Ofsted 
report, which confirms what our staff, 
children and parents already know; 
Rosedale is a great school with a huge 
heart.” 


Winnick is braced 
for hardest battle 

POLITICAL veteran David Winnick has 
admitted he faces the hardest battle of 
his career in parliament as he bids for 
re-election at the snap General Election 
next month. 

Labour’s parliamentary candidate for 
Walsall North has been MP for the con¬ 
stituency since 1979, but faces a difficult 
task retaining his seat in the wake of his 
party’s collapse in the latest opinion 
polls. 

Mr Winnick holds a slender majority 
of less than 2,000 and faces a challenge 
from Conservative candidate Eddie 
Hughes. 

He said: “This is the toughest contest 
I have faced in standing for re-election 
in Walsall North. 

“This was obvious from the start, but 
I certainly have no intention of quitting. 

“Hopefully, whatever my faults, politi¬ 
cal cowardice is not one of them. 

“Together with my dedicated team 
I shall campaign, as on previous occa¬ 
sions, and do our best to win. 

“One thing is for sure: a Tory govern¬ 
ment with a large majority will be virtu¬ 
ally able to do whatever it wants. 

“Further and substantial cuts on pub¬ 
lic spending will really hit hard areas 
such as Walsall North, with schools, 
social care, and much else in the firing 
line.” 
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Delays for 
drivers after 
woman seen 
on bridge 

MOTORISTS faced huge delays on 
the M6 when a stretch of the mo¬ 
torway was shut near Birmingham 
throughout rush hour while police 
dealt with a woman spotted on a 
bridge over the carriageway. 

The motorway was completely 
closed at Spaghetti Junction for 
nearly three hours. 

The woman, described as ‘vulnera¬ 
ble’ by police, is now safe and is being 
looked after by medics. 

The junction resembled more of 
a car park than a motorway last 
Wednesday, as the incident unfolded, 
with many drivers leaving their cars 
and wandering around the carriage¬ 
way until officers began reopening the 
road at 9am. 

The northbound carriageway was 
closed between junction 4 for Coleshill 
and junction 6 - Spaghetti Junction - 
while the southbound route was shut 
within junction 6 after police were 
called at around 6.15am. 

Commuters faced delays of up to 
two hours as a result of the incident - 
with congestion reaching as far back 
as junction 9 near Walsall for motor¬ 
ists heading south. 

The A38 Aston Expressway was 
also shut for travellers heading into 
Birmingham and there were lengthy 
delays in West Bromwich, Great Barr 
and surrounding areas as drivers at¬ 
tempted to avoid the chaos. 

Traffic began to return to normal 
at 9am when northbound motorists 
were allowed to continue their jour¬ 
neys and both carriageways were fully 
open again by 9.45am. 

Lib Dems field 
their candidate 

THE Liberal Democrats have se¬ 
lected campaigner Ian Garrett to 
stand in the Tory stronghold of 
Aldridge-Brownhills. 

Mr Garrett is Head of History at 
St Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic 
School, in Aldridge. He has previously 
been a councillor and candidate for 
Parliament in Sandwell. He lives with 
his family in Birmingham. 

“The Brexit vote plunges us into an 
uncertain future”, he said. “Only the 
Liberal Democrats can keep Britain as 
an open and tolerant country.” 

Conservative Wendy Morton, who 
is seeking re-election after winning in 
2015, has a majority of 11,723. 

John Fisher is the Labour candidate 
and the Monster Raving Loony Party 
is also fielding a candidate. 

Talk on Victorian 
era due at society 

CHESLYN Hay & District Local His¬ 
tory Society will welcome Linzi Cooke 
next Thursday for a talk on ‘Percep¬ 
tions of prostitution in Victorian Li¬ 
chfield’, at the Salem, in High Street 
at 7.30pm. Admission is £1. 




Fans swarm Banks’s to catch glimpse of celebs 


Injured Jamie O’Hara arrives with his children 


Lee Ryan tries to block James Argent’s shot 


Laurna and Melanie Cooper, from Cannock 


Stars pitch in with a 
thrilling charity match 


THOUSANDS flocked to the Banks’s 
Stadium to watch stars of music, 
modelling and TV take to the pitch 
for a charity football match. 

The star-studded event raised money 
for the Smile for Joel and Compton Hos¬ 
pice charities, with glamour model Katie 
Price and X Factor winner Shayne Ward 
taking charge of the two sides on Satur¬ 
day. 

Founder of Smile for Joel, Suzy Richards, 
spoke of how she was overwhelmed by the 
support she and her family had received organ¬ 
ising the fundraising 
fixture. 

She emotionally 
thanked players before 
kick-off after a short 
video was played to ex¬ 
plain more about the 
charity set up in mem¬ 
ory of her 19-year-old 
son Joel Richards. 

Joel, from Wednes- 
bury, was killed along¬ 
side his uncle Adrian 
Evans, grandfather 
Patrick Evans and 35 
others in a terror at¬ 
tack in Sousse, Tunisia, in 2015. 

Suzy said: “The support has been fantastic 
since day one. The ripples of what happened 
have affected so many people. I just cannot 
thank everyone enough for their support. Lots 
of money has been raised and the total amount 
will be revealed next week.” 

Honour 

She added: “Every day for us is still hard as 
you can imagine. But we have to try and get 
through it the best we can. We went from a 
family of six to a family of three just by going 
on holiday. It’s tough, but we look after each 
other. It is an honour that my son Owen has 
been asked to be a referee today, too.” 

Owen, 17, who survived the Sousse attack, 
took charge of the first half of the game before 
stepping in to play in the second period. 

He said: “It’s been a brilliant atmosphere 
and is really heart-warming to see the amount 
of people who have come to show their support. 
It is not often that we get celebrities like this 
here in Walsall.” 



Joel Richards 




The Smiling Saddlers celebrate James ‘Arg’ Argent greets fans MC Harvey celebrates his goal 


Terry Alderton dives in vain as the Smiling Saddlers score another First half ref, Owen Richards 


Reality TV personalities Liam Gatsby and James 
‘Arg’ Argent from The Only Way is Essex and Aus¬ 
tin Armacost from Celebrity Big Brother warmed 
up the crowd by posing for selfies and having a pre¬ 
match kick about. The crowd then erupted as the 
Compton Wolves and Smiling Saddlers sides ran out 
onto the Walsall pitch. 

And, although she arrived nearly an hour late 
flanked by a reality TV crew, Katie Price was still 
eager to please fans with fighting talk for her Sad¬ 
dlers team. 

“Never underestimate the Pricey, we’re here to 
win today,” she told host Dicky Dodd before watch¬ 
ing her side triumph 6-5. 

Corrie actor and singer Shayne Ward was in 
charge of the opposing team, assisted by Steps star 
Lee Latchford-Evans. 

Other famous names included the likes of East- 


enders actors Jake Wood and Dean Gaffney, Jimmy 
Constable from boy band 911, Youtubers Billy Win- 
grove and Jeremy Lynch from the F2Freestylers 
channel, former Wolves player Jamie O’Hara and 
Calum Best. 

Best said: “Kevin Cooper, who is the organiser 
of the matches, asked me to play and now this is 
about my twentieth charity game I have done with 
him. Today is a very special day for two very special 
charities. All the boys come along and there is no 
ego about it but everyone is just here for the cause.” 

O’Hara couldn’t play in the match due to a torn 
hamstring but said he still wanted to come out and 
show his support. 

Tickets initially went on sale only for the Home- 
serve stand but demand was so great they also 
opened up the lower tier of the Tile Choice stand, 
and both sold out. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

lakeside ramble 
as part of walks 

THE Walsall Group of the Ramblers will be 
going on a tour of Chasewater on Saturday. 

The meeting point is the car park at Oak 
Park C. P. (Lichfield Road) at 9.30am. The 
walk will be about four miles. More in¬ 
formation can be obtained from the Walk 
Leader on 01922 611714. 

It is part of a programme of short Sat¬ 
urday walks that run fortnightly and are 
aimed at those who are either new to walk¬ 
ing or haven’t walked for a while. 

Then on Sunday, the Ramblers head to 
Much Marcle for a 9.5 mile circular walk. 

‘Marcle Hill and Ridge’ is a moderate 
walk through orchards, fields and along 
the ridge of Marcle Hill. Non-members are 
always welcome and can obtain more in¬ 
formation from the walk leaders on 01922 
614389 or 01922 685271. More information 
is available on The Ramblers website www. 
ramblers.org.uk/walsall 


Appeal as theft is 
caught on camera 



The CCTV image of the incident 


THIEVES who broke into a workman’s ve¬ 
hicle and stole tools were caught on video 
by a neighbour. 

The break-in took place in Wyre Close, 
Walsall Wood, last Wednesday around 
7.45pm. A 25-second video showing a 
young dark-haired man dressed in a light- 
coloured t-shirt, jeans and dark trainers ri¬ 
fling through the back of the company van 
has been seen more than 15,000 times on 
Facebook. Call police on 101. 

Group gets kick 
out of funding 

A KARATE group in Walsall is holding a 
sponsored kick. The event, at Walsall Ka¬ 
rate Dojo, will raise funds to support the 
club’s athletes competing in events during 
the course of the year. It will take place on 
June 14. 

Money raised will help support things 
such as travel and entry expenses for squad 
members who have worked tirelessly to be 
selected for these competitions. 

There will be three categories on the 
evening, tigers at 5.30pm, juniors at 6.30pm 
and seniors at 7.30pm. For details go to 
www.walsallkarate.co.uk 

Duty for more drama 

LINE Of Duty has been commissioned for 
two further series, the BBC has confirmed. 

The popular crime drama - written by 
Jed Mercurio, who grew up in Cannock - 
drew 7.5 million viewers to the final episode 
of the fourth series last month - the highest 
figure in the programme’s history. 

While a fifth series was already on the 
cards, a sixth has now been confirmed. Mr 
Mercurio grew up in Cannock and trained 
in medicine at Birmingham University. 
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FIREPLACES 




Marble Fireplace with British 
Made gas or electric fire many 
colours to choose from 


feta 


(by Award Winning Fitters) (To Point) 


Don’t waste time shopping around 
Other offers available 


197 Wolverhampton Road West, Bentley, 

Walsall, WS2 ODU Tel: 01922 629454 

Open: I0am-4pm daily, Closes Wednesday/Sunday 





SHOUT HEATH (bswicd fi/undke 


NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

Emergencies seen 
the same day 
Examination to 
include scale & polish 

£18.50 

You may be eligible for 
free treatment if you are in 
receipt of certain benefits, 
if you have had a baby in 
the last year, if you are 1> 
and in full time education 
or are under 18. 


• Open daily 8.00am - 5pm 

• 2 Female dentists - Mrs Jane 
Owen & Mrs Stefka Ivanova 

• Tooth Whitening 

• New patients welcome 

• Cosmetic Dentistry - get the 
smile you always dreamed of 

• Implants - replace those 
missing teeth permanently 

• Denture Repairs 

• Sports Mouth Guards 

• White Fillings 

• Braces 


Special Offer on 
Tooth Whitening 



£150 



2A Oaken Drive, 
Willenhall WV12 5NU 

01922 478 893 

Appointments Ara/ieMe Immediately! 


BLINDS 

WALSALL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! f AA 

3 child safe V MX 

verticals m ^ w 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Burial costs second 
highest in country 

CREMATION and burial fees are ris¬ 
ing in the West Midlands - making it 
the second most expensive region to 
be buried in the country, according to 
new research. 

Cremation fees have gone up an 
average 5.5 per cent in the region to 
£752, and burial fees have risen 7.8 
per cent to an average £2,245. The UK 
average is £753 for a cremation and 
£1,792 for a burial. 

The figures, from a study by Funer- 
albooker, reveal the West Midlands is 
the second most expensive place to be 
buried, with London first. 

Stand-up Bill will 
be back in Brum 

COMEDIAN and musician Bill Bailey 
will return to Birmingham next year. 

The star is best known for his 
stand-up and songs, as well as his 
roles in Black Books and Never Mind 
The Buzzcocks. Bill, now aged 53, will 
be at the Barclaycard Arena on June 
2, 2018. 

Tickets for the show start from 
£31.84 and go on sale on Friday at 
10am. They are available from the 
Ticket Factory on www.theticketfac- 
tory.com or by calling 0844 3388222. 

For more details go to the comic’s 
own website, www.billbailey.co.uk 

Feel good film 
on at town hall 

A SPECIAL screening of a film which 
tells of an unlikely friendship is tak¬ 
ing place later this month. 

The Friends of Bilston Town Hall 
group is showing A Street Cat Named 
Bob on May 22 at 1.30pm at the town 
hall, in Church Street, Bilston. 

Doors open at 1pm and tickets cost 
£3.50. Tickets can be purchased in ad¬ 
vance from the town hall reception or 
reserved by calling 07855 817 596. 

For more information, visit www. 
friendsofbilstontownhall.co.uk. 

Prof says asthma 
not taken seriously 

RISKS associated with asthma need 
to be taken more seriously in the 
West Midlands, experts have warned. 
Health chiefs at the trust, which runs 
Sandwell Hospital, said asthma was a 
‘big issue’ throughout the region. 

Professor Kate Thomas, from the 
University of Birmingham, who was a 
guest at the latest Sandwell and West 
Birmingham NHS Trust board meet¬ 
ing, said: “It’s about understanding 
that asthma actually is a risky dis¬ 
ease.” 

Children let down 

SEVEN out of 10 children with seri¬ 
ous mental health problems are being 
treated outside their home area, ac¬ 
cording to NHS figures. 

Around 69 per cent of young pa¬ 
tients were admitted to hospitals away 
from their local region in 2016/17, up 
from 57 per cent the year before. 


Rise in breakdowns 


POTHOLE-RELATED breakdowns 
surged in the first three months of 
2017, new figures show. 

The RAC said the condition of local 
roads was on a knife-edge and one 
season of cold and wet weather could 
make it worse than ever. 

It dealt with more than 6,500 break¬ 
downs between January and March 
likely to be attributable to poor road 
surfaces, an increase of 63 per cent 


r TOP OF 

THE POTS 

on the same period last year. This 
included broken suspension springs, 
damaged shock absorbers and dis¬ 
torted wheels. The last time the firm 


caused by potholes 


recorded as many pothole-related de¬ 
fects was in the first quarter of 2015. 

It described the figures as a major 
concern because it expected the mild 
and comparatively dry winter to lead 
to a reduction in incidents. 

RAC chief engineer David Bizley 
said: “Our figures sadly show a sur¬ 
prising and unwelcome first quarter 
rise in the number of breakdowns 
where the poor quality of the road 


surface was a major factor. We had 
expected a figure no worse than that 
recorded in the first quarter of 2016 
(4,026) and it is very concerning that 
the roads, strangely, appear to have 
deteriorated.” 

A recent Alarm study by the Ash- 
phalt Industry Alliance found that 
local authorities need more than £12 
billion of funding to bring the road 
network up to scratch. 


Gran killed in RTC after 
driver had epileptic fit 


By Carl Jackson 

A WOMAN suffered an epileptic fit 
at the wheel and collided head-on 
with another car killing a grand¬ 
mother, an inquest heard. 

Hazel Goodyear died on route to the 
hospital following the crash on Stubbers 
Green Road, Aldridge, Walsall, which 
happened around 7am on Thursday, De- 


Hazel Goodyear 

direction. The driver, Jayne Wilkinson from 
Brownhills, has been cleared of any wrong¬ 
doing after blacking out moments before the 
crash suffering her first epileptic fit in six 
years. She told the hearing: “I don’t remem¬ 
ber turning into Stubbers Green Road. My 
last recollection was that the road was clear.” 
She added: “I’m really sorry for what hap¬ 
pened. It’s really sad. No words can change it 
or make it better.” 

Aneurysm 

Ms Wilkinson said she has suffered epi¬ 
lepsy since 1997 when she had an operation 
to address an aneurysm. She surrendered her 
driving licence but obtained it back from the 
Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency after 
going more than two years without a seizure. 
Her last one happened in 2010. 

Ms Wilkinson said she has since surren¬ 
dered her licence again and will ‘never drive 
again’. Ms Goodyear suffered a cardiac arrest 
and died as a result of multiple injuries. 

Coroner Zafar Siddique recorded that she 
died by way of a road traffic collision. 

Distraught members of Ms Goodyear’s 
family, including her daughters Anneka and 
Diana, and son Andrew attended the hearing. 

Anneka said: “I lived with my mother she 
was more like my soulmate. To lose her is like 
losing a partner. She was the person we de¬ 
pended on the most, she was like our glue, the 
most important cog in my world.” 



cember 15. 

An inquest, at Black 
Country Coroner’s 
Court, was told the 
67-year-old from Pel- 
sall, was not wearing 
a seatbelt and had no 
time react as a Mini 
Cooper veered onto the 
wrong side of the road, 
mounted the kerb hit¬ 
ting a road sign before 
careering into the front 
of her Peugeot 107 trav¬ 
elling in the opposite 


Town’s tennis club will leave site early 



Ex British Davis Cup players , Luke Milligan and Danny Winners of the Tucker Cup, Walsall’s Betty 

Sapsford showed up at Walsall Tennis Club to run Hind and Arthur Mammatt in the 1950s 



Members of Walsall Tennis Club in 1935 Members of Walsall Tennis Club in the 1950s 


WALSALL Tennis Club will leave its home after more 
than 100 years this October - around 18 months ear¬ 
lier than had been planned. 

The club, based on Birmingham Road, has been of¬ 
fering up tennis classes for 104 years at the same site, 
however it has been attempting to raise funds for a 
new home over the last two years as its lease runs out 
in May 2019. 

Now, bosses have come to an agreement with the 
landowner which will see them receive cash in return 
for leaving early so development plans can move for¬ 
ward. 

The move has been welcomed by bosses at the ten¬ 
nis club, who say they can now focus entirely on mov¬ 
ing into a new premises, with extra cash behind them. 


Chairman Brian McBride said: “Negotiations had 
been taking place for several months and, faced with 
the inevitability of reaching the lease expiry date in 
May 2019 with no funds to finance the club’s relo¬ 
cation elsewhere, this option was felt to be the most 
prudent in ensuring the club’s survival. 

“The club’s committee believes that, in now hav¬ 
ing some financial leverage of its own, the available 
options for a permanent site and funding which have 
been a barrier will now become more accessible.” 

The club, based in Birmingham Road, has been 
going since 1912 and has around 250 members. 

A campaign was launched last year to raise £400,000 
towards finding a new home as bosses accepted that a 
plan was needed to save the clubs future. 


Delight as 
nursery is 
rated good 
by Ofsted 

WALSALL College’s nursery has been 
praised for its ‘caring and warm’ staff 
who give lots of praise to children. 

Little Professors Nursery, based at 
the college on Littleton Street, has 
been rated good by education watch¬ 
dog Ofsted. Its leadership, quality of 
teaching, personal development and 
outcomes for children were all rated 
as good. 

A report prepared after Ofsted in¬ 
spectors visited the nursery states: 
“Staff are well-qualified. They are 
deployed effectively throughout 
the nursery to ensure that ratios of 
adults to children are maintained at 
all times. 

“Staff provide a well-resourced, 
stimulating, and welcoming environ¬ 
ment. Children make good progress in 
their learning. Staff plan and provide 
a range of interesting activities that 
meets the needs and interests of all 
the children attending. 

“Children develop secure attach¬ 
ments with staff. Staff give children 
lots of praise and reassurance, and en¬ 
courage children to behave well. Staff 
are caring and warm, and have high 
expectations for all children.” 

However the nursery is not yet 
rated outstanding because ‘staff pro¬ 
fessional development is not sharply 
focused on raising the quality of 
teaching to the highest level’. 

Gemma Earp, the manager of the 
nursery, said: “We are delighted to 
have maintained our grade 2 rating. 
We are committed to providing a stim¬ 
ulating and nurturing environment. 
We strive to be outstanding.” 

Library thief is 
brought to book 

AN ‘avid reader’ stole around 300 
library books across five years as a 
‘form of escapism’, a court heard. 

Tracy Whittaker, from Great Wyr- 
ley, borrowed the books, worth in ex¬ 
cess of £2,000, from libraries between 
January 2012 and April 2017. 

The 38-year-old, from Johns Lane, 
would remove the security tags and 
then go back to the libraries and scan 
them in to make it look they had been 
returned, Cannock Magistrates Court 
was told. But there was no happy end¬ 
ing as ‘piles’ of books were recovered 
from her house. 

Whittaker pleaded guilty to theft 
including theft by finding. She got an 
18-week jail term suspended for 12 
months and a 25-day rehabilitation 
activity requirement, with £145 in 
costs and a £115 victim surcharge. 

Arty look at town 
history scrapped 

PLANS to install pieces of street art 
celebrating the history of a Walsall 
town have been withdrawn. 

The plans, which were submitted 
last December, included building art 
features to mark Bloxwich’s history 
as part of a heritage trail. 
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fireplaces 


Sfoecialiti MpftUeri oj Me TUumum Sfovu 

Specialists in finest quality bespoke 
Gas and Electric fires and surrounds 


LARGE CAR PARK 
BEHIND DIZZY KIDZ 


FULL FITTING, 
DELIVERY SERVICE AND 
HOME SURVEY AVAILABLE 

New range of log 
burners in store 


Open 6 Days a weeK lUam - 5pm Closed Sundays 

_ Unit 6, Arrow Industrial Estate, Straight Road 

S OH Short Heath, Willenhall WV12 5RA 

www.firesandfireplaceswillenhall.co.uk 01922 475222 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



WALSALL 

GARDEN CENTRE 


1/2 
PRICE 

GARDEN POTS 
SALE NOW ON 

Seasons Coffee Lounge 

Homemade meals with good selection of cakes and drinks 



Open Mon - Sat 9.00 am - 5.00pm Sunday 10.30 - 4.30 

Telephone 


infd@walsallgardencentfe? 


Bus service 77 934 and 935 
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10-years jail 
for thug in 
broken beer 
can attack 

A THUG who tried to kill a defence¬ 
less 45-year-old woman whom he 
feared was the devil, has been locked 
up for 10 years. 

Deborah Wakelman was repeatedly 
stamped on the face, throttled with 
a cord and slashed across the throat 
with a broken beer can by mentally 
disturbed Mark Davies, a judge heard. 

Hours earlier she told a passing 
policeman she had swallowed some¬ 
thing ‘spiked’ with the synthetic drug 
Black Mamba, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court was told. Davies assured the of¬ 
ficer he would ‘look after’ the woman, 
a well-known alcoholic and rough 
sleeper in the area, said Mr Howard 
Searle, prosecuting. 

But the defendant brutally attacked 
Miss Wakelman on the stairwell of the 
multi-storey Asda car park in George 
Street, Walsall during the early hours 
of September 6 last year. A security 
guard spotted him but Davies disap¬ 
peared before the man returned with 
a supervisor and found the victim 
lying on her back. Documents found 
at the scene were linked to the at¬ 
tacker and he was later arrested at 
his mother’s. 

The 31-year-old explained that 
voices in his head had told him Miss 
Wakelman was the devil and a demon, 
continued Mr Searle. 

He was sectioned after self-harming 
and detained at the Raeside Clinic in 
Rubery for a short time before being 
allowed back into custody, the court 
heard. The victim was taken to hos¬ 
pital where she required 12 stitches. 
Her neck was badly swollen and face 
battered but she had little recollection 
of what happened. 

She is turning over a new leaf in an¬ 
other part of the country. 

Davies, from Woodhouse, Cald- 
more, pleaded guilty to attempted 
murder and admitted representing a 
danger to the public. 

Mr Stephen Cadwaladr, defending, 
explained: “He has irrational fears of 
a repeat of this type of incident if he 
hears more voices telling him to do 
something.” 

Part of hotel to 
become hmo 

PLANS to transform part of a hotel 
into a House in Multiple Occupation 
(HMO) are set to be approved by plan¬ 
ning bosses. 

Walsall Council received plans to 
transform the left hand side of the 
Royal Hotel on Ablewell Street into a 
28 bedroom HMO last summer, which 
have now been recommended for ap¬ 
proval by officers. 

A statement attached to the appli¬ 
cation reads: “The proposal is for the 
temporary change of use to the left 
hand side of the building, with the 
28 bedrooms essentially being used 
as House in Multiple Occupation for 
five years. 

“The proposal is based on a demand 
from local councils to provide HMO 
accommodation.” 


Dog-eared mascot at bench unveiling 



Woody on the bench and Steve Smallman 


WALSALL Council’s year of reading 
mascot Woody the dog has unveiled 
a special reading bench decorated by 
award-winning children’s book writer 
and illustrator Steve Smallman. 

English setter Woody unveiled the 
bench at Walsall’s central library on 
Saturday morning. He was joined by 
his owner Anne Derry and Mr Small¬ 
man to reveal the new reading bench 
to the children and foster carers who 
were in attendance at the Lichfield 
Street library. 

Mr Smallman transformed the or¬ 
dinary bench into a creative reading 


bench including story-related designs. 
Walsall’s year of reading aims to raise 
the profile of reading and literacy 
skills across the borough through a 
series of educational and learning 
initiatives. As part of this Woody has 
been visiting schools across the bor¬ 
ough encouraging children to read. 

Rita Mills, strategic library man¬ 
ager for the council, said: “This beau¬ 
tiful bench will be a lasting legacy to 
the successful year of reading and 
help develop a love of reading for fu¬ 
ture generations of children to come.” 

The painting of the final bench to 


celebrate the year of reading was a 
joint project between Walsall libraries 
and Walsall Council’s fostering team. 

Lisa Preston, council group man¬ 
ager for provider services, said: “In¬ 
viting our foster carers and their 
children along to meet Woody and 
Steve and take part in this was a great 
way for the children to have some fun 
and be part of celebrating the year of 
reading.” The bench was unveiled in 
the lead-up to the national foster care 
fortnight which aims to encourage 
more people to step forward to con¬ 
sider becoming foster carers. 


Chippy fracas victim left 
with broken eye socket 


A WOMAN suffered a broken 
eye-socket after being punched in a 
Black Country chip shop following 
a long-running feud between two 
families. 

The 20-year-old victim was verbally 
abused by a group of men at the chip shop 
in King Street, Darlaston. 

When she challenged them she was struck by 
24-year-old Nadeem Munir in her face result¬ 
ing in the broken eye-socket. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard that 
when she put her hands to her face they be¬ 
came “covered in blood.” 

Mr Peter Arnold, prosecuting Munir, said he 
was part of a group who believed the victim’s 
brother had insulted them at a wedding. 

He added the woman had suffered abuse as 
a result of the dispute over an extended period. 
“In her words the defendant and her brother 
have been giving her trouble over a number 
of years,” he explained. “She moved about 18 
months before this incident which stopped the 
abuse to her at her house but she still suffered 
it on the street.” The woman was punched on 
September 6, 2015, following the chance meet¬ 
ing at the chip shop. 

Aggressive 

Mr Arnold, added: “At the chip shop she 
asked the group why they were shouting at her. 
She reported that the defendant started having 
a go at her and claiming he had had sex with 
her. He was shouting and was aggressive. She 
told Munir he was lying and that she had not 
had sex with him. 

“In her statement she says ‘he swung a 
punch towards me which hit the left side of my 
face. I stepped back and felt like I was going 
to pass out. I crouched to the floor and when I 
put my hands to my face they became covered 
in blood.’” 

The court heard she had to have surgery on 
the fracture nine days later and has suffered 
problems related to the injury ever since. 

Munir, of Cope Street, Darlaston, told police 
in interview he was not involved but pleaded 
guilty to assault occasioning actual bodily harm 
in April. Last Wednesday he was jailed for 16 
months and a restraining order was imposed 
preventing him from contacting his victim or 
her family for five years. Mr Gurdeep Garcha, 
defending, said: “It is right to say there has 
been animosity between the two parties, but 
we say this was a chance meeting.” 


Ian saddles up for cycling challenge 



St Giles Hospice representative Ian Leech before setting off on his Mel’s 30 charity bike ride 


A BLACK Country charity worker is 
taking on the challenge of a lifetime in 
memory of his football-mad daughter. 

Ian Leech, community engagement 
manager for St Giles Hospice, is cy¬ 
cling to 30 football clubs across the 
Midlands region and beyond as a trib¬ 
ute to his daughter Mel who would 
have celebrated her 30th birthday this 
year. 

Mel died aged 20 of non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma in 2008 and since then 
Ian has raised thousands of pounds 
for charity in her memory. Mel’s 
30 started with a ride of 85 miles to 
Wolves, West Bromwich Albion, Hale¬ 
sowen and finishing up at Walsall. 


Ian said: “Mel was a huge football 
fan and so many of the grounds I’ll be 
visiting are ones we went to together. 

“I’ll be tackling the rides, which to¬ 
tals more than 600 miles on nine days, 
finishing off with the last ride from 
Anfield, home of Liverpool via Everton 
then back to Burton Albion on the first 
Saturday home fixture of next season. 

“Mel was a huge Liverpool fan which 
caused some healthy rivalry as I am an 
Everton fan, but we both loved watch¬ 
ing Burton Albion play, which was a 
good compromise and will be a fitting 
finish to the ride.” For more informa¬ 
tion on the support St Giles offers visit 
www.stgileshospice.com. 



Football-mad Mel 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

warning as bags 
are snatched 

WOMEN have been warned about 
the threat of having their handbags 
snatched after eight incidents in re¬ 
cent weeks. 

In all of the offences, which have 
mainly happened in the Highgate area 
of Walsall during daylight hours, the 
victims were approached from behind 
and had their handbag snatched from 
their shoulder or hand. 

Two incidents have been reported 
in Jesson Road while others were 
in Highgate Road, Emery Close, 
Sandwell Street, Birmingham Street, 
Butts Road and Buchanan Road. 

Kevin Pitt, West Midlands Police 
engagement and consultation officer, 
said: “Most victims have been older 
ladies though at least two younger 
women have been targeted. At the 
moment there is no evidence that the 
same person is committing all these 
crimes, however that is a possibility 
we are keeping in mind.” 

Sew simple to 
get into hobby 

PEOPLE are being invited to take 
part in a series of free sewing work¬ 
shops at an arts and crafts store. 

Hobbycraft, based on Bentley 
Bridge Way, near Willenhall, is run¬ 
ning free sewing surgeries and demon¬ 
strations. 

The ‘Sew Simple’ sessions are open 
to both beginners and experts. Cus¬ 
tomers will be able to road test sewing 
machines in-store and learn some sew¬ 
ing basics or new skills. Hobbycraft’s 
expert colleagues will be on hand to 
discuss any sewing or haberdashery 
questions. 

Those who cannot make it to the 
Wolverhampton store can watch a live 
sewing session on Hobbycraft’s Face- 
book page at www.facebook.com/Hob- 
byCraftUK/. 

Lizards provide 
animal magic 

MORE than 160 Walsall primary 
school pupils came face-to-face with 
Milkshake the milk snake, a Tegu liz¬ 
ard, a hissing cockroach, and a blue- 
tongued skink, after they made a fly¬ 
ing visit to Grace Academy Darlaston 
with the Animal Man. 

Animal expert Mitchell Price, 
whose reptilian friends have appeared 
on Channel 4, Lion TV and Blue 
Peter, gave students a hands-on expe¬ 
rience of rainforest creatures and mi¬ 
ni-beasts, while teaching them about 
conservation. Pupils from Salisbury 
Street, Old Church, Kings Hill and 
County Bridge Primary Schools all 
had the chance to hold the animals. 

Author's on target 

AN author has penned a book about 
a Black Country sniper sent to as¬ 
sassinate Kim Jong-Un. The book by 
Walsall man Mark Dabbs, is on sale at 
Waterstones in Walsall, and is about 
Mark Holby, also from Walsall, who is 
sent to assassinate the North Korean 
leader. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


66 

Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 

Cm 

S2 

Take No Longer 


Than 20 MINS!!! 

✓ 

9? 
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Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 



Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f *0 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Shocking 
reminder 
of online 
reliance 


THE cyber attack on the NHS is a timely 
reminder of how we have all become far 
too dependent on the internet. 

Nobody would deny that the internet 
is a useful tool, and has made massive 
strides in increasing efficiency over the 
past couple of decades. I’m sure that 
within the NHS it has improved services, 
saved a lot of money, and possibly saved 
lives. But that comes with a caveat. Com¬ 
puters are invariably fallible, and suscep¬ 
tible to attack. It is why I have never been 
tempted by internet banking, despite the 
lure of better interest rates. 

The internet is a useful tool which can 
make services more efficient. But it must 
never become something which we stake 
our lives on. And imagine the carnage if it 
was the driverless car industry that had 
been the target of the hackers instead. 

■ ■ ■ 

THE General Election has reignited the 
old debate about whether our railways 
are better run as a private enterprise or as 
a state-owned service. I suspect a great 
deal of nostalgia for the golden days of 
British Rail comes from young people 
with no memories of the wheezing old lo¬ 
cos pulling filthy carriages and staff with 
all the joie de vivre of a wet weekend in 
Margate. But what really puzzles me is 
how people get so worked up about this 
when our railways are, to all intents and 
purposes, nationalised already. 

The routes are owned by the Govern¬ 
ment, and managed by the state-owned 
Network Rail. The franchises are award¬ 
ed by the Department for Transport. 
And many of the services are provid¬ 
ed by state-owned operators - such as 
Deutsche Bahn, which does a very pass¬ 
able impression of the old British Rail with 
its Arriva Wales service in this neck of the 
woods. Not to mention the notorious 
Southern Rail franchise in London and 
the south-east, part owned by the French 
state operator SNCF. So our rail network 
is state-owned, the franchises are de¬ 
termined by the Government, and often 
awards them to state-owned companies. 
■ ■ ■ 

ANYWAY, I think whether the railways 
are privately or publicly owned is a bit of a 
red herring. The real issue is whether they 
should be run on a commercial basis, as 
they are at the moment, or whether they 
should be subsidised by the public purse. 

At a superficial level, more investment 
in our rail network, particularly if it keeps 
fares down, sounds very attractive. 

Except, of course, that in the Black 
Country, we don’t really have a rail net¬ 
work, Beeching saw to that in the 1960s. 

I would love to think that “more invest¬ 
ment” in our railways meant things like 
the reopening of the old Walsall-Dud- 
ley-Stourbridge line and everybody hav¬ 
ing easy access to a station. But the 
cynic in me thinks it will mean White Van 
Man subsidising well-heeled commuters 
in London and the other big cities. 


It’s all bugging us with royals, politicians and the EU 



Medical expert Dame Sally Davies, warn¬ 
ing us all on too much use of antibiotics 



Prince Philip, a role model for people moan¬ 
ing about extending the retirement age limit 


Monty Python’s Holy Grail - your father smelt 
of elderberries, on a T-shirt near you now! 



Sally’s warning on 
antibiotics’ overuse 


AFTER the recent puzzle about why submarin¬ 
ers wear camouflage combat kit, a reader asks, 
why do counters at some polling stations wear 
hi-viz yellow jackets? Maybe it’s to protect them 
from floating voters. 

“WE will probably be all right but our grand¬ 
children won’t, if we don’t take action.” Chief 
Medical Officer Dame Sally Davies this week 
on the rise of superbugs caused by over-use of 
antibiotics. 

DAME Sally is even suggesting that, as an¬ 
tibiotics become useless, the latest strain of 
so-called ‘super gonorrhea’ might be treated by 
the mediaeval practice of putting mercury in the 
bladder. We may live to see the reappearance of 
that grim ditty from 300 years ago: “A night with 
Venus, a lifetime with mercury.” 

WHY is it I cannot look at the word ‘super¬ 
gonorrhea’ without a mental image of Dick van 
Dyke as Bert the chimney sweep in Mary Pop- 
pins? Um-dittle-ittl-um-dittle-l 

“I BELIEVE there is a lot to learn from read¬ 
ing Kapital.” Those are the 11 words that could 
spell the end of shadow chancellor John Mc¬ 
Donnell’s political career. His support for Karl 
Marx’s handbook on communism is more than 
his shadow-cabinet comrades can stomach. A 
revolt to unseat him is said to be under way. But 
why? If you don’t believe there is a lot to learn 
from Das Kapital, how can you call yourself a 
socialist? And are socialists no longer welcome 
in the Labour Party? 

A READER writes: “Historians have revealed 
that they may have found the location in Suffolk 
where St Edmund is buried. It is thought to be 
in the town of Bury St Edmunds. How much do 
these people earn?” 

IF you believe everything you read the much- 
hyped King Charles III (BBC2) will cause the 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 




Royal Family ‘deliberate pain’ by raking up 
an old myth about the fatherhood of a certain 
prince. Frankly, the Windsors come from such a 
long, convoluted, dubious and disputed series 
of bloodlines that I doubt if anyone at the Palace 
gives two hoots. 


IS the Duke of Edinburgh a role model for 
young people? Absolutely. The way the state 
pension is going, they’re all going to have to 
work until they’re 96. 


THE then-and-now photos of droughts have 
been entertaining the Great British Public for 
many years, but what do they actually tell us? 
See, here is an image of a pretty bridge across 
a river. When we had lots of rain, the river was 
full. Now we have no rain, the river is not so 
full. Coming soon: somewhat drier fields. The 
drought news - brought to you by the Depart¬ 
ment of the Bleedin’ Obvious. 


THERE was a wonderful moment in The 
Durrells (ITV) when the awkward teenager Les¬ 
lie (Callum Woodhouse) first encountered the 
achingly tempting Corfiot beauty Vasilia (Err- 
ika Bigiou). In that split-second of desire, the 
viewfinder flap on his ancient camera suddenly 
sprang open. It was a cheeky metaphor; the late 
Brian Rix would have loved it. There is no deny¬ 
ing that the gorgeous, pouting Vasilia is exactly 
the sort of older woman that could pop a young 
lad’s Brownie. 


A FORMER comrade of the hate preacher 
Anjem Choudary is reported to have returned 
from Syria to the UK where he is working as a 
pizza delivery rider. Hell, this is serious. In the 


great scheme of things, I bet far more lardy-arse 
Britons are killed every year by take-away pizza 
than by terrorism. Double-thick, special greasy 
12-incher with extra spicy sausage for the infi¬ 
del at No 33. 

THE men and women calculating a harsh 
Brexit deal in Brussels are not our friends. They 
may not even be particularly nice people, espe¬ 
cially now that their beloved European Project 
is losing its second-biggest player. It is hard 
for us Eurosceptic Brits to comprehend the 
religious-like fervour the EU inspires in some 
circles. In one of those asides which really is 
worth investigating further, Ian Hislop remarked 
on Have I Got News for You (BBC1) that Jean- 
Claude Juncker is “a difficult piece of work . . 
. he’s not a great guy.” Certainly, the language 
being used by Juncker and his fellow EU nego¬ 
tiators is not so much the language of friends 
but of jailers and it stirs a deep race-memory 
of snarling across the Channel. I noticed this 
week that you can buy T-shirts on eBay with the 
wonderful insults between French and English 
knights in Monty Python and the Holy Grail: 
“Your mother was a hamster and your father 
smelt of elderberries.” Unless calmer heads 
prevail, by the time Brexit is over we’ll all be 
wearing them. 

AND off, for reasons I won’t bore you with, to 
the baby-equipment superstore. Here is living 
proof that if you delay having babies until you 
can afford them, you will never breed. One pram 
cost a cool £940. Our first pram was a Silver 
Cross, as used by the Royal Family, and it cost 
us a tenner, second-hand. I dare say these days 
we’d be arrested for child neglect. 

LEAFING through the hobby mags I found 
one feature by an enthusiastic hack who had 
tested and reviewed 17 different sorts of paint¬ 
brushes. Ah, the untold glamour of journalism. 


TAmNGPOjN^^ 

A dog’s life 
should not 
be fashion 
accessory 

WHY do they do it? Recipe for cruelty. 
Take one cute dog, shave off a lot of its 
fur, sprinkle with stupid brightly-coloured 
bows and watch it be ridiculed. 

We are supposed to be a nation of dog 
lovers yet some people just treat them as 
toys to be dressed up and shown off. 

Surely all a dog wants is to be cared 
for, fed, given affection and taken out for 
regular walks. Not fluffing up and dress¬ 
ing up to appear in a competition. 

Do the dog show officials actually 
judge if the dog is happy about what is 
inflicted on it? 

Yes, it is probably well-trained and 
I am sure the owners who attend the 
show have taught their dog to be on 
best behaviour for the judges. But are 
they classed as pets or just something 
to show off in the hope of taking home 
a prize? 

Man’s best friend? I don’t think so. 

Would you actually want your best 
friend to be treated that way? 

I have seen cute dogs - naturally cute 
- adorned with various outfits, red bows 
on their heads, fancy dress costumes, 
especially at Christmas, and worse. A lot 
of the time you would not treat a child 
that way. 

People often criticise beauty pageants 
as being sexist or showy but this is no 
better. In fact it is much worse. 

Waiting to be judged the poor dogs sit 
round for hours, often in hot and probably 
cramped conditions with no idea of what 
awaits them. 

Do owners actually think their dogs en¬ 
joy the experience? 

And what about the stars with their 
handbag dogs. These ‘pets’ do actually 
have legs and would probably enjoy the 
exercise. They should not just be used as 
a fashion accessory. 

You won’t find any dogs who actually 
‘check themselves out’ in a mirror. They 
would rather be chewing on a bone! 

And what did I see on television the 
other day - an advert which positively en¬ 
courages dog owners to dress them up. 

A busker out with his dog is basically 
being ignored but put the dog in some ri¬ 
diculous outfit and suddenly the busker’s 
bucket starts to fill up at a rapid pace. 

So that cruel gimmick is being touted 
as a way to make extra money. These 
‘pets’ are not circus animals there to en¬ 
tertain. There is criticism about perform¬ 
ing animals which is often labelled as cru¬ 
el. Is this not just as bad? 

Often when I drive home from work 
I see a man out playing with his dog, 
throwing the ball for his dog to chase. 
What a lovely scene and no doubt a very 
happy pet. That is loving your dog. 

As they always say a dog is not for 
Christmas it is for life so give it a decent 
life and treat it - like a dog. 

SUE ATTWATER 



No deposit required on straight lifts 

24 months parts and labour included 


8 Norton Road, Pelsall, Walsall WS3 4AY email: bestcaremobility@gmail.com 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Wil 



Only £ 90.00 (no VAT to pay 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to fir) 

A home visit at a convenient til 

For information and appointmem calL 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiajishij^Trusts 

Members of the Sodety^y^ill Writers 

Goodwills 



















































Disgust at £85m EU exit fee threat 


OUR PM and the people of this country for 
the past months have been subject to ‘over- 
the-top’ rhetoric abuse from unelected bu¬ 
reaucrats. 

The illegal claims, threats, keep coming. 

Now the EU needs £85 billion ‘exit fee’ 
from us to ensure the EU dose not go into 
meltdown. 

We have no obligation to give them one 
pence. 

What an outrageous claim, but should our 
PM indicate, before the General Election, to 
make an offer, she will suffer politically, as 


it would be considered to be a betrayal. The 
27 EU members have supported Merkel 
and Hollande in their inexcusable actions, 
proving we have no EU friends, so let’s leave 
now as talks will be totally unproductive, 
due to the stance and claims shown. 

To discuss Gibraltar is just another ploy 
to disrupt talks. 

The 27 only want us for our trade and fi¬ 
nancial support, let’s be honest, we have no 
European friends, so let’s leave them to it. 

R SAUNDERS 

Walsall 


Clinging LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


Walsall Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon 
as we can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code 
of Practice, which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you 
are unhappy with the accuracy of a story, write to The 
Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES 

Time to draw the line 
on domestic violence 


on to war 
mentality 

NIGEL Hastilow’s Opinion, 
May 6, has confirmed what 
I have long thought ie that 
Brexit is being driven by 
people who can’t let go of 
the Second World War. 

France has let go, Poland 
has let go why can’t we? 

We still brag that we beat 
Germany but I doubt that 
would be the case if there 
had only been a land border 
between us or if the USA 
hadn’t stepped in. 

The EU started within 
just a few years of the war 
ending and what an incred¬ 
ible success it has been. 
Peace among nations that 
slaughtered each other, 
27 of its countries wants 
it to succeed; only we still 
hold grudges. All around 
the world people are hold¬ 
ing grudges and while they 
do women and children live 
in terror. 

Leaving the EU is the 
easy way out, staying in and 
making it work until the 
whole world looks at it and 
says that is courage that is 
determination that is what 
we should be like: therein 
lies total fulfilment. 

ROGER WATTS 
Walsall 


A MAN has been arrest¬ 
ed on suspicion of murder 
after the body of a woman 
was found. How often do 
we read that headline? This 
year alone at least 34 wom¬ 
en have been killed where a 
man is the principle suspect. 
It is time to highlight man’s 
violence against women. 

The shocking reality is 
that often women endure vi¬ 
olence year after year before 
many are finally killed - not 
. committed by a stranger or 
predatory male. 

In fact the most danger¬ 
ous place for a women is in 
her own home. 

The current austerity 


agenda has led to more 
women being endangered. 
Frustratingly often the best 
support services are at the 
mercy of time limited grant 
aid funding. Local authori¬ 
ties impose further cuts on 
services. 

What action can we take? 
Men must make a differ¬ 
ence and must be part of 
a solution. Listen more to 
women is the best place to 
start. Decent men must deal 
with other men’s violence 
by talking openly about the 
issue no matter how difficult 
this may be. 

CLLR DOUG JAMES 
Walsall 


Thanks for 
your votes 

AS I am sure you are aware, 
the Staffordshire County 
Council elections have now 
taken place and I am very 
pleased to say that I have 
been re-elected and my col¬ 
league Bernard Williams 
will be joining me in the 
dual member division. We 
are both very much looking 
forward to carrying on with 
the projects that have al¬ 
ready been started and tak¬ 
ing on any new challenges. 

As ever, I want to thank 
my family, friends and col¬ 
leagues for their unwaver¬ 
ing support but a special 
thank you needs to go to the 
residents of the Essington 
Division which includes the 
villages of Great Wyrley, 
Cheslyn Hay, Essington, 
Featherstone, Shareshill 
and Saredon who gave me 
their absolute support and 
had the faith in me to vote 
for me. 

KATH PERRY 

County Councillor 

Essington Division 

Dangerous 

sycophancy 

TORY election promises to 
be a strong and stable gov¬ 
ernment acting in the na¬ 
tional interest, are false. 

The foreign secretary 
has already pledged to give 
active support to any mil¬ 
itary action Trump may 
choose. Such sycophancy is 
extremely dangerous, learn¬ 
ing nothing from previous 
adventures and could lead 
to nuclear engagement. For 
economic incompetence the 
Tories are unequalled, with 
national debt approaching 
£2 trillion and no sugges¬ 
tion as to how it can ever be 
repaid. 

KEVIN WILCOX 

Hammerwich 


CASTLE? 

WINDOWS ✓ trade com 



Email:info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk Fa< ^ 0 .%pmMontoTd 

(Authorised and regulated by the financial Conduct Authority) Unit i, Fryers Close, Walsall. WS3 2XQ ^ 
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UDE 


See our website to view our 
full ranges and options 

www.glideandslide.co.uk 
Tel: 01543 679202 


QUALITY SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 



• Made to order, with a large choice of 
colours and finishes 

• Delivery direct to home or site 



www.glideandslide.co.uk 

Unit 3, Northgate Buisness Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 
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We will beat any like for like quote guaranteed! 


NOW OPEN IN BLOXWICH! 

Incorporating 'Classic Interiors' Sofas/Beds & Mattresses/Bedroom Furniture 


INTRODUCTORY OFFERS 
10% OFF OR FREE FITTING! 


# 



FIRES & 
FIREPLACES 

Marble 'Paris' 
with fire fitted 

from 

£599 



SOFAS 

3 Seat and 2 Seat Sofas 
from only £395 


BEDS & 
MATTRESSES 

Single Divan 
& Mattress 
from only 

€79 


FURNITURE 

Big range of 
bedroom and 
dining/lounge 
furniture (Bedroom 
available in any 
colour and any size) 



First Floor, 71 Park Road, Bloxwich WS3 3SW Tel: 01922 473880 

OPENING HOURS 

Monday-Friday 9am-4.30pm 
Saturday 9am-4pm Sunday Closed 


SAVE CEE's!!! 


Schoolboy invites Queen 
to his 5th birthday party 


A FOUR-YEAR-OLD got a 
shock reply when he wrote 
to the Queen to invite her to 
his fifth birthday party next 
month. 

Shaan Dulay, who goes to 
Hydesville Tower School in Wal¬ 
sall, sent a letter to Her Majesty 
after learning about her in his his¬ 
tory class. 

Sadly the Queen declined the kind 
invitation, but the youngster, from 
Sandwell, has been treated to a trip 
to London to visit Buckingham Pal¬ 
ace after his birthday. The schoolboy 
was planning a big party for his birth¬ 
day on June 25 and decided to try his 
chances at getting Elizabeth II as a 
special guest. Mum Baljinder Dulay, 
aged 39, told him she receives millions 
of letters and - although she reads 
them all -might not reply. 

Obsessed 

But Shaan received the shock of his 
life when a letter from the Palace was 
delivered by the postman. 

Mum Baljinder said: “He learnt 
about the queen in one of the lessons 
at the school. When he came back one 
day he started telling me a lot about 
he learnt and said ‘I want to go and 
see the Queen because she’s got lots 
of horses’. He’s obsessed with horses. 

“He said he wanted to go to Buck¬ 
ingham Palace to see her but I told 
him it wasn’t as easy as that. So he 
said ‘if we cant go there she can come 
here’ and wrote the invitation.” 

The letter says she is ‘the best 
Queen in the world’ and like a ‘real su¬ 
perhero’. It reads: “Dear HRH Queen 
Elizabeth, I think you are the best 
Queen in the world. I really like your 
crown and the red cloak you wear; it’s 
like a superhero. I love horses just 
like you. I wish I could come and see 
your horses. That would be so amaz- 



Shaan Dulay, aged four, who had a reply, after inviting the Queen 


ing. When I grow up I am going to be 
a pilot. I would like to fly your planes. 

“Mummy said be kind and help oth¬ 
ers. When I am big I am going to help 
the poor children like mummy does. 
Can you make everyone help the chil¬ 
dren as you are the Queen and every¬ 
one must listen to you? Can you please 
come to my house for my birthday? 
It is on June 25. I need to talk to you 
about horses, planes and the poor chil¬ 
dren. I can even make horse shaped 
biscuits for us to share. Pretty please. 
Love Shaan Dulay.” 

He send the letter on March 13 and 


the reply came on May 2. In response, 
the letter on behalf of the Elizabeth II 
said: “The Queen wishes me to write 
and thank you for your letter and for 
your message of support for Her Maj¬ 
esty at this time. 

“Although unable to accept your 
invitation to come to your house for 
tea because of her very busy schedule, 
the Queen greatly appreciated your 
kind thought for her and Her Majesty 
was pleased to learn that you too like 
horses. 

“The Queen hopes you have a very 
happy birthday on June 25.” 



Introductory Offer! 

Cut & Finish 

ONLY £25 

With NEW Stylists Deanne and Dani. 


PrOHO/OOr'/O 17 Anchor Parade, Aldridge W S 9 8 Q P 

ridi iicbou t : 01922 456152 

beautiful hair T’s & C’s: Not valid in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. Valid at 


www.francescogroup.co.uk 


T’s & C’s: Not valid in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. Valid at 
Francesco Group Aldridge only with Deanne and Dani until 31/05/17. 
QUOTE ADE25CF when booking. Appointments are subject to availability. 


Deluxe Range Made From 100% Solid Oak | Zenn range made from 100% solid oak 

Shop online: www.britanniapine.co.uk Visit our SSEishop: handcraftedfumitureuk 
Britannia Pine, Unit 9B Watling Street, Business Park, Cannock, Staffordshire WS11 9XG 
Tel: 01543 379888 Email: info@britanniapine.co.uk 

Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm; Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am -4pm 

www.britanniapine.co.uk 







































Donation bags pile 
‘degrades’ town 



A mountain at the Helping Our Future charity collection point 

HUGE piles of clothes left outside of a charity collection 
point ‘degrade’ a town’s image, a councillor has said. 

The drop-off point for clothing donations to Helping 
Our Future, a Wolverhampton-based charity which helps 
with overseas relief, outside the Tesco Superstore on Sil¬ 
ver Street, Brownhills, was left surrounded by black bags 
full of items. A Tesco spokesperson said that the charity 
did collect the clothes yesterday afternoon but Councillor 
Kenneth Ferguson said the problem happens ‘quite often’. 

The charity has two large bins outside of the supermar¬ 
ket which allow people to give unwanted clothes away in 
order for them to be distributed to the needy across the 
world. Councillor Ferguson, who represents the Brownhills 
area, said: “I have emailed Tesco and Helping Out Futures 
in the past about this but I am still not sure whose respon¬ 
sibility it is. 

“The fact is that it should be cleared up because it does 
bring down the image of the area. I just think it is degrad¬ 
ing to the image of our town.” No-one at the charity was 
available for comment. 


Street’s taskforce meets 

THE first meeting has taken place of a task force set up by 
West Midlands Mayor Andy Street to tackle homelessness 
and rough sleeping across the region. The Mayor’s Home¬ 
lessness Task Force gathered on Friday and includes Police 
and Crime Commissioner David Jamieson and West Mid¬ 
lands Police Assistant Chief Constable Alex Murray. 

It includes national and regional charities such as St Bas¬ 
il’s, the Royal British Legion and Dudley-based CHADD. 

It also features representatives from housing groups, 
local authorities and business organisations - including 
Colmore Business Improvement District - in recognition 
of the different solutions. 


Driver who 
lost control 
jailed after 
pair injured 


A DRIVER who had been drinking and speed¬ 
ing before losing control of his S-type Jag¬ 
uar, badly injuring a pedestrian, has been 
jailed for 18 months. 

The car spun across the street before careering 
into two friends walking home along the pavement 
in New Road, Willenhall following a night out, Wol¬ 


verhampton Crown Court 

Then Renato Cauzo drove 
off without bothering to get 
out of his car to check on the 
damage, revealed Mr Paul 
Spratt, prosecuting. Metal 
worker Geoffrey Fergusson 
was left with a broken left 
hand, two displaced frac¬ 
tures to vertebrae in his 
back and injuries to his face, 
knee, foot and leg. 

He was taken to Walsall 
Manor Hospital before being 
transferred to the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital, Bir¬ 
mingham where he under¬ 
went surgery to put a metal 
plate on his back. His friend 
David Bentley, who had a 
pre-existing heart problem, 
also needed hospital treat¬ 
ment for cuts, bruises and a 
hip injury, the court heard. 

Near tragedy struck when 
Cauzo overtook another ve¬ 
hicle on a wet road too close 
to a mini traffic island and 
several bollards at around 
11.30pm on October 1, said 
Mr Spratt. 

The driver, who had a fe¬ 
male passenger, lost control 
sending the car broadside 
across the road into a 180 
degree spin, striking the 
pedestrians who had their 


heard. 

By John Scott 

escape blocked by a factory 
wall, continued the prose¬ 
cutor. Mr Spratt concluded: 
“The defendant did not stay 
at the scene and left before 
giving himself a chance to 
examine the situation. He 
had consumed alcohol and 
had been driving at exces¬ 
sive speed.” 

Eye witnesses gave the 
registration number and 
make of car to police officers 
who were abused by Cauzo 
when tracked down to his 
home soon afterwards. The 
damaged Jaguar was on the 
driveway. He was on the 
limit when breath tested 
four hours after the crash, 
leading experts to estimate 
he could have been almost 
twice the legal maximum 
when it happened. 

Mr Simon Hanns, de¬ 
fending, disclosed: “He was 
disgusted with himself and 
visibly winced when shown 
CCTV of the incident.” 
Cauzo from Cornwall Gate, 
Willenhall admitted causing 
serious injury by dangerous 
driving and was jailed by 
Judge James Burbidge QC. 




C Essington Mobility] 

Local service you can rely on J 


Professional, Personal & Local 


"LOW PRICES & EXPERT SERVICE" 



STAIRLIFTS 
RENT FOR £10/wk* 

Rapid fitting 



New Stairlifts 

Wn 


£995 



01922 23 25 27 

105 Green Lane, Leamore. WS3 2BN 50 High Street, Brownhills. WS8 6EL 

*Subject to survey, installation charge and minimum rental period 



Bedroom Carpets from £ 55.00 

Kitchen Vinyl from £ 39.00 

Bathroom Vinyl from £ 29.00 

Lounge Carpet from £ 59.00 


3 Vertical Blinds from £ 99.00 



Green Lane, 
Walsall WS2 8LE 

01922 634555 


Willenhall, 
WV12 4JQ 

01902 606026 


Aldridge, 
Walsall WS9 8AA 

01922 452626 


Hednesford 
WS12 1DW 

01543 879500 



We will beat any 
like for like quote 


FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 
CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 


Insulated compact 
electric roller door in 
white 2300mm wide x 
2300mm high overall 
sizes supplied and fitted 


Brompton Supply 
only with frame 


Supplied and 
fitted with frame 


Supply Only 


40mm insulated 
sectional door free 
painted colour choice 
free motor 

Supply only 


Horizontal Canopy Door 
Supplied only 


Supplied & fitted 


Supplied and fitted 


Frame 


'All doors are priced from and based on door sizes T wide x T or 6’ 6” high. All prices include VAT 


Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 

email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 

Cannock: Walsall: 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE, 
OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGT0WN, CANNOCK WS11 0BW 
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Medical centre 
gets good rating 


A GP surgery with more than 14,000 
patients is celebrating after being 
rated good by the health watchdog. 

Rushall Medical Centre, based inside 
Pelsall Village Centre on the Lichfield 
Road, has been praised by the Care Qual¬ 
ity Commission (CQC) for its outstanding 
effectiveness as well as its good safety, re¬ 
sponsiveness, leadership and care. 

A report prepared after inspectors from the 
CQC visited the medical centre in Novem¬ 
ber last year states: “There was an open and 
transparent approach to safety and an effective 
system in place for reporting and recording sig¬ 
nificant events both internally and externally. 

“Staff assessed patients’ needs and delivered 
care in line with current evidence-based guid¬ 
ance. Staff had been trained to provide them 
with the skills, knowledge and experience to 
deliver effective care and treatment. Patients 
said they were treated with compassion, dignity 
and respect and they were involved in their care 
and decisions about their treatment. 

“Information about services and how to com¬ 
plain was available and easy to understand. Im¬ 
provements were made to the quality of care as 
a result of complaints and concerns. Patients 
said they found it easy to make an appointment 


Report by Jack Averty 


with a named GP and there was continuity of 
care, with urgent appointments available the 
same day. 

“The practice had good facilities and was 
well-equipped to treat patients and meet their 
needs.” 

On the practice’s effectiveness, which was 
rated outstanding, the CQC added: “The 
practice had implemented an alert on patient 
records for patients who were at high risk of 
falls. Clinicians were prompted to complete a 
falls risk assessment tool which followed NICE 
guidance. The practice told us that 107 patients 
had this alert placed on their medical record. 

“The clinical pharmacist prescribed medi¬ 
cines for specific clinical conditions and devel¬ 
oped integrated pharmaceutical care plans for 
individual patients. They also managed pa¬ 
tients with more complex long term conditions 
such as hypertension and compliance with li¬ 
pid-lowering therapy.” 

In response to the CQC’s report Dr Sandi- 
lands, a senior partner at the practice, said: “It 
was a team effort and we are delighted with the 
results. We can now get back to what we are 
best at, patient care.” 



DOZENS of canaries were stolen 
from a garden aviary - on the 
same night more than 50 of the 
birds were taken from a Walsall 
school nearby. 

Ann Carey says she is devas¬ 
tated the 24 yellow and white 
canaries were taken from her 
garden aviary in Wolverhampton. 

Having fed them the night be¬ 
fore at their home in East Park, 
her husband John discovered all 
three doors open to the aviary on 
the morning of Thursday April 
27. 

Only three canaries and a 
budgerigar were left inside. 

Heartbreaking 

The theft came on the same 
night more than 50 were taken 
from Jane Lane School, in 
Churchill Road, in Bentley - 
which is situated just four miles 
away. 

Mrs Carey, aged 63, said: “It 
is heartbreaking to see the birds 
taken away like this. We’d started 
with only a few, and the number 
increased. You become attached 
to them. So when someone takes 
them away, it hurts.” 

The birds can sell for between 

£40 and £50. , T , , , 

Mrs Carey said: “I think the the school nearby. It has to be 
birds were probably taken for hnked. 

order. Especially when you hear She added: “We’d obviously ap- 
how many were taken from peal for them to come back. 


Ann Carey, in her back garden’s aviary, with the only budgerigar left 

“I worry about them now. They along with a container in the avi- 
wouldn’t last long at all in the ary. 

West Midlands Police have put 
The birds were taken away an appeal out for the birds. 
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McCarthy & Stone 


The UK’s leading retirement housebuilder 


Visit on our open day 
©-see for yourself 


MAY MADNESS AT 
WALSALL FIREPLACES 


Established over 20 years 




48” Premium 


48” Leon 

Marble 

J tVl r<r • 

Marble 

Fireplace 


Fireplace 

with LED down lights 


with LED down lights 

Includes choice of 


Includes 

3.9kw Manual 


3.9kw Manual Control 

Control Gas Fire 

l— X 

Gas Fire or 2kw 

or 2kw Electric Fire 

m J 

Electric Fire 

was £1138.00 

M 2J 

was £1038.00 

NOW ONLY 

1 i” H 

NOW ONLY 

£849.00 

M 

£749.00 


Come and see how a McCarthy & Stone retirement apartment can 
surpass your expectations. Pop along to our open day on 25 May 
between 11am and 4pm at Kilhendre Court and see for yourself. 

Plus we have two great offers for you to choose from; 

Smooth Move 1 scheme includes £2,500 towards estate agent fees 
and £1,000 towards legal fees. Stamp Duty available on selected 
apartments for a limited period at Kilhendre Court. 

Or you can choose to Part Exchange A your home, whether you are 
trading up or down. 

Kilhendre Court - New prices 

Broadway North, Walsall WS1 2QJ 

1 and 2 bedroom apartments priced from £155,000 to £245,450' 

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.30am to 5.00pm 

To find out more, call free on 0800 201 4480 
or visit mccarthyandstone.co.uk/kilhendrecourt 

Terms and conditions apply. fSmooth Move - Recommended estate agents and solicitors must be 
used in order to qualify. Estate Agent fees paid up to £2,500 including VAT. Solicitors fees paid up 
to £1,000 inc. VAT. Stamp Duty included in Smooth Move package at Kilhendre Court only for a 
reservation by 31.05.2017. Stamp duty and legal costs will be deducted from the amount payable 
on completion. Stamp duty only paid at the Single Property Rate. Offer may be withdrawn at any 
time. A Agreement is subject to survey, contract and the terms and conditions of the Part Exchange 
company. Part Exchange is capped at £450,000 for your property; any amount over this limit is 
subject to negotiation. Each offer not available in conjunction with any offer or promotion. Offers may 

be withdrawn at any time. *Prices subject to availability. LP-MW-WCH-RL-3137-ZZ 


MANY MORE SURROUNDS ON 
OFFER IN OUR SHOWROOM 

DON’T MISS THEM! 

FREE SURVEYS 
FREE DELIVERY 
EXPERT FITTING 

OPEN TO THE TRADE & PUBLIC 


O 


OPENING HOURS 


Walsall 
O Fireplaces 

traditional settings 


I Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
□pen 10.00am-4.00pm 

Thursday Open 10.00am-1.00pm. Sunday Closed_ 

79-80 Ablewell Street 
Walsall WS1 2EU 

Tel: 01922 644407 

| www.walsallfireplaces.co.uk 




FROM 

OLD TO NEW 
WE DO 
THEM ALL 

your new vehicle without 
your warranty (Ti\iC/\) 


01922 623545 

www.stanreynoldsgarage.co.uk 

















































Toy event all set for fair showing at centre 


A POPULAR toy fair is coming to Wal¬ 
sall Wood over the weekend. 

Toy and model enthusiasts will de¬ 
scend on the new Oak Park Active Liv¬ 
ing Centre on Sunday. 

The Coppice Road venue offer stalls 
with a large selection of collectable toy 
cars, trains, aeroplanes, buses and ac¬ 
cessories, plus lots of other collectibles 


including Lego, tinplate toys, model 
figures, sci-fi toys, books, porcelain 
dolls and more. 

Organisers Geoff and Linda Price 
are looking forward to another busy 
event and encourage young and old 
collectors to come along. 

Visitors can still park on the old 
car park off the Lichfield Road and be 


able to follow the pathway to the new 
centre. 

People are urged to sort out old un¬ 
wanted toys and take them along - as 
dealers are always looking to buy. 

Doors open from 10.30am and the 
fair will close at 3pm. 

Admission is £1.80 for adults and £1 
for children. 


Gymnast hoping to spin into games 



Mimi in training after setting her sights on 2018’s Commonwealth Games which take place in Gold Coast 
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All aspects of arranging a 
Funeral for your loved one 


At your service 24 Hours a day 
7 Days a Week 

Funerals from £950 


Our Values are simple: We believe in being 
open and transparent. 


We believe the most important people in 
our Funeral Home are your loved ones. 


• Home Visits & Arrangements 

• Private Chapel of Rest 

• 24 Hour Professional Support 

• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Available 


• Chauffeur Service to our 
Funeral Home 


Repatriation Service 


Complete Cremation Package 
Special Price currently £2600 

-- — be purchased as part of a prepayment planfor £2,950 

Our Complete Funeral Package is designed to take away the hassle of 
comparing different plans and prices for the best value for money, This 
complete package covers everything you need to ensure your loved one 
has a beautiful send offwith floral tributes and orders of services as some 
of the extra’s included in this plan. 
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Jennifer Ashe & Son Professional Fees: 

Bringing your loved one into our care 
Care of loved one in our Funeral Home 
Making all the arrangements for the Funeral - Date and time of 
Funeral to suit the family 

Funeral arrangements made in our Funeral Home or a venue of your choosing 
Free Chauffeur Service to our funeral home 
Preparation of loved one for viewing 
Viewing in our Private Chapel of Rest at any time to suit 
you - including out of hours 

Elegant Oak Effect Coffin suitable for Cremation or Burial 
New Style Jaguar Hearse to convey your loved one to the funeral 
New Style Jaguar Limousine to convey up to six mourners to the funeral. 
Funeral Director to lead the funeral 
A team of professional Pallbearers 
Limousine to return mourners to a venue of choice following 
the funeral service 
3ft Floral Coffin Spray 
30 x 4 page orders of service 
Scatter tube or Ashes Casket 
Doctors Medical Fees for Cremation Paperwork 
Use of Chapel at Crematorium for the Funeral Service 
Cremation Fees - Price based on Cremation at Lichfield Crematorium (Other 
Crematoriums available for an additional fee) 


A choice of Ordained Minister or Funeral Celebrant to lead the Funeral 


* This package can be tailored for a Burial if you wish - 
nlease sneak to us for details ** 


Caring for you and your loved ones through the generations 


A TALENTED rhythmic gymnast is 
hoping to spin her way to the Com¬ 
monwealth Games with support from 
the University of Wolverhampton. 
Mimi Cesar, from Sutton Coldfield, is 
currently in training as she bids to be 
part of Team England at Gold Coast 
2018. 

The 22-year-old is combining her 
training with a BA (Hons) Sports 
Studies degree, and has been awarded 
a Sports Scholarship by the Univer¬ 
sity. Rhythmic gymnastics combines 
elements of ballet, gymnastics and 
dance with equipment including a 
hoop, ball, club or ribbon. 

Mimi said: “Rhythmic gymnastics is 


completely self-funding so the sports 
scholarship really helps me with travel 
to competitions and buying equip¬ 
ment. My tutors are also supportive 
of the time I need to train and travel, 
and I’ve also received physio and some 
strength and conditioning sessions at 
the University.” 

Mimi will be one of eight gymnasts 
competing for three places on the team 
when the trials start in October. 

The final team will be announced 
in January, with the Commonwealth 
Games taking place on the Gold Coast 
in Queensland, Australia, between 4 
and 15 April 2018. 

The chosen three will take part in 


both team and individual competi¬ 
tions, with their sights set on a medal 
to go one better than their achieve¬ 
ments at the previous Games. 

Mimi, who competed at the 2014 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, 
explains: “We were in third place for 
the first three rounds but dropped to 
fourth and it was gutting when we 
had worked so hard. But everything 
happens for a reason and it has driven 
us to get better and get a medal next 
time.” 

The 2012 Junior British Champion 
says she is also ‘honoured’ to have 
been selected as a Team England Ath¬ 
letics Ambassador. 



www.gocarz.co.uk 


We are excited to announce that we have arrived in 
Willenhall and Bentley with Over 350 taxis in YOUR 
LOCAL AREA waiting to take you to your destination. 


01902 


LOW COST FARES from £3.40 

01922 414243 


717273 


I 


* BOOK BY APP for a PRIORITY TAXI n r hb S 

over 400 taxis aAppStore 

^ Download the app gocarz.co.uk Google play 


Book by App Q* 


Please complete the form below and hand to your driver 
Name 


4<* w 





THIS VOUCHER 
ENTITLES THE 
OWNER TO 
50P OFF THEIR 
NEXT FARE. 

One voucher per journey. 

Only valid for journeys 
Mon-Fri 9.30-2.30pm. 


Jennifer Ashe Son 


78 High Street, Brownhills, WS8 6EW 

01543 378 022 

wwwjafunerals.co.uk 


Aqua Baths 

Your Bathroom, Your Way! 


10% OFF 

SUPPLY & FIT 


All trades under 
one roof: 

• Bathroom Renovations 

• Plumbing • Tiling 

• Electrics • Plastering 

Visit our newly located 
showroom to view our 
wide range of 
bathroom products, 
styles and colours. 


Full Bathroom Suite 
- 1700 Bath with side 
waste and tap 
Basin and mono tap, 
pedestial, toilet and 
cistern 

£399 



Unit 1 Clothier Street, Willenhall, WV13 1BE 
01902 637836 
aquabaths@outlook.com 

Visit us online at www.aquabathsinstallations.co.uk for more deals & offers 


S'CHR TOPHER’S 


FUTURES 


RIGHTER 


2 I 
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iring for children and young people since 
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Become a Foster Carer with 
St Christopher’s 


Thinking about fostering? 

Come to our drop-in session and chat to 
one of our foster carers. 

At St Christopher’s we recognise that foster carers are 
experts at what they do. They are the best people to 
talk to about what fostering is like, our training and 
support, and the rewards that come with being a carer. 

That’s why you can meet a foster carer and our friendly 
team at our drop-in session to find out what makes 
St Christopher’s different to other agencies. 

Choose an agency with experience and expertise. 

Chat with St Christopher’s today at our local event. 


WEDNESDAY 24 MAY 2017 
4pm-6pm 
102 HIGH STREET 
WEST BROMWICH B70 6JW 


0800 234 6282 

www.stchris.org.uk/fostering 

fostering@stchris.org.uk 
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Aldridge Fireplaces 


MANAGER’S SPECIAL 

NEW SPRING OFFERS 
MANY MORE IN STORE 


FULLY FITTED *£899 



* INCLUDES SURROUND, CHOICE OF 
GAS OR ELECTRIC FIRE PLUS FITTING 


El 


To view our testimonials visit the website 




Opening Times: Mon - Sat 10.00am - 4.30pm Closed Sundays 






Large Whole Legs of Lamb £12 each 
Whole Boneless Turkey Breast £1.99 lb 
Whole Boneless Loins of Pork £1.29 lb 
English Boneless Lamb Steaks £3.99 lb 


Edmund Howdle 

Quality meat 

est. 193*3 

38 High Street, Clayhanger, Brownhills WS8 7EA 

Tei: 01543 375046 / 377625 

All Major Debit & Credit Cards Accepted 

Visit www.edmundhowdle.co.uk for a full price list & offers 

Like us on Facebook 

? _ - — _ j 


Merger of colleges set 
to move a step closer 


WALSALL Adult and Community 
College’s planned cost cutting 
merger with Walsall College is 
set to move a step closer. 

The merger will impact around 
5,000 students who currently study 
at the community college but it is un¬ 
known if any of the 150 jobs will be 
affected. 

It is planned the two colleges will come 
together to ‘reduce overlap’, share services 
and slash costs. Walsall Council is set to 
give its approval to the potential merger 
being explored at a cabinet meeting today, 
Thursday. The authority is currently in a 
partnership with the community college 
and has been since 2010, but new guide¬ 
lines means this can no longer continue. 

Previously the council would receive the 
funding for the community college from the 
Skills Funding Agency (SFA) before pass¬ 
ing it on to the college as part of a sub-con¬ 
tracting arrangement. 

But new guidance released by the SFA 
deems the relationship between the council 
and community college does not constitute 
sub-contracting and that a solution needs 
to be found by March 31, next year, or the 
SFA will withdraw its funding, putting 
the college’s future at risk. The solution 
the council is proposing is that the college 
merges with another SFA grant funding or¬ 
ganisation, namely Walsall College. 

The merger was suggested by the Depart¬ 
ment for Education earlier this year. 

A joint statement by Jatinder Sharma, 
the principal and chief executive of Wal¬ 
sall College, and Jev Bhalla, the principal 
at WACC, states: “If this proposal is ap¬ 
proved, both colleges together with Walsall 
Council will engage in initial discussions to 
explore the possibility of forming a closer 
working relationship. Both colleges will 
work together to conduct a comprehensive 
assessment of the all possible options that, 
following a public consultation, could lead 
to partnership work that is in the best in¬ 
terests of students and stakeholders.” 



The scene of the burnt out shed in Pelsall after firefighters attended - 
picture courtesy of @bloxwichfire 

A SHED in the back garden of a Crews left the scene at 6.35am. 
home in was completely destroyed Ten firefighters were in attendance, 
by fire. At least 10 firefighters tack- a spokesperson for West Mid- 
led the blaze in Plant Way, Pelsall, i an d s Fire Service said that the 
Walsall after receiving a 999 emer- blaze was believed to have been 
gency call. The shed, which was full started by an incinerator burner 
of wood and makeshift compres- outside, which had spread to the 
sors, was burned to the ground m s h e d. Meanwhile, crews from 
the incident. Bloxwich Fire Station rescued an 

Three fence panels were also de- 89-year-old woman in Pelsall after 
stroyed as the blaze took hold. she fell in her home and getting her 

Two fire engines, including one stuck under a radiator, 
from Aldridge and another from Five firefighters assisted para- 
Bloxwich, attended the incident, medics from West Midlands Am- 
which happened in the early hours bulance Service at around 11.25am 
of yesterday at around 6am. last Wednesday. 





QE3ES 


FUNERAL SERVICE 


“My dedicated team have 
the local knowledge to help 
you create a unique funeral 
or memorial at a cost that 
meets your budget” 

Trevor Palmer - Funeral Director. 


WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO 

PELSALL 

01922 685999 

63 Norton Road, Pelsall. 

Here for you 

Halliwell Funeral Service is proud to be 

GREAT WYRLEY 

01922419090 

164 Walsall Road, Great Wyrley. 

H hours a day! 

part of Tamworth Co-operative Society 































































































Zara in running to be 
top young professional 



The Mayor, Councillor Kath Phillips with attendees in the parlour 


A MAYOR celebrated her year in of¬ 
fice by welcoming scores of guests. 

Councillor Kath Phillips threw 
open the doors of the Mayor’s Par¬ 
lour for the last ‘At home with the 
Mayor’ event during her year in 
office. 

The Mayor and her consort - hus¬ 
band Maurice Phillips - enjoyed af¬ 
ternoon tea with around 80 guests 
from around the borough who she 
has met at community and charita¬ 
ble functions throughout the year. 

Councillor Phillips said: “Mau¬ 
rice and I have had a fantastic year 
meeting so many dedicated volun¬ 
teers across Walsall and seeing at 
first hand the amazing work they 
do. Inviting them to the Parlour for 
afternoon tea is my way of thank¬ 


ing these wonderful people for the 
difference they make.” 

During the ‘At home’ events, 
the Mayor makes time to chat to 
attendees and also runs raffles to 
raise money for Walsall’s St Giles 
Hospice - her chosen charity. 

One of the people the Mayor 
thanked at her final event was Bill 
Bah from Bloxwich who regularly 
donates wines to the Mayor which 
she uses for fundraising purposes to 
support the hospice. 

Mr Ball was married to his late 
wife Doris for 62 years and she used 
to attend day care at the hospice 
twice a week. 

The raffle raised around £300 and 
was added to the Mayor’s appeal 
which now stands at £23,000. 


A WALSALL teenager who has 
gone from apprentice to factory 
floor manager in just two years 
is a finalist for a prestigious pro¬ 
fessional award. 

Zara Fortt is in the running for Bir¬ 
mingham Young Professional of the 
Year’s (BYPY) Aspiring Talent award. 


The 18-year-old - 

studied a business ad¬ 
ministration appren¬ 
ticeship at Matthew 
Boulton College. 

She has been recog¬ 
nised for her progress 
as a learner and as 
someone represent¬ 
ing the local manu¬ 
facturing sector in 
BPS Birmingham Fu¬ 
ture’s annual awards, 
which celebrates its 
17th year. She said: “I can’t believe I’m a fi¬ 
nalist for an award that recognises the ones 
to watch in Birmingham, especially when it 
feels like I’m just getting started. 


J 


Zara Fortt 


Experiences 

“My career so far has very much been 
about learning about business by actu¬ 
ally being in it. My experiences have been 
everything. I spend my days liaising with 
people aged from 16 to 60. 

“Not many graduates get to do this so 
early on in their careers so I feel I’m bring¬ 
ing something different to the table.” 

BYPY recognises the stars of the city’s 
business and professional services and the 
Aspiring Talent award is for 16 to 24 year 
olds who are still in full-time education or 
training, embarking on a career in Birming¬ 
ham’s business professional services sector. 

Chris Rademacher, an assessor at Mat¬ 
thew Boulton College and one of Zara’s 
award nominators said: “Zara is the first 
apprentice to be shortlisted for this award 
so it’s an excellent endorsement of this ca¬ 
reer route.” 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



l 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


complete glasses 

from .99 

£19 


varifocals 




Fancy Another Pair? 


HALF PRICE 


Even on Varifocals & 
Designer frames! 


Unit 2 
153-159 Bridgeman St. 
Walsall 
WS2 9NG 
01922 635301 


Source: BrainShark.com 

70 % 

of all internet traffic in 2017 will be 



MNA DIGITAL 
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“Inspectors 
hit out at 
care firm's 
standards 

A ‘POORLY run’ care service allowed 
patients to ‘not receive the medicines 
or food they needed’, according to an 
inspection. The Care Quality Com¬ 
mission has rated Tailored Care, 
based on Ensdale Row, Willenhall, in¬ 
adequate after an inspection. 

The service, which looks after 59 
people in the area, suffered from in¬ 
sufficient staffing which led to people 
reporting that they had missed their 
meals or medicine. 

When inspectors spoke to service 
users, they found that they had con¬ 
cerns over staff being overworked. 

The service’s report reads: “Peo¬ 
ple’s relatives and whistleblowers 
made us aware of a number of issues 
around there being insufficient num¬ 
bers of staff to care for people. 

“It was reported to us this had re¬ 
sulted in a number of people experi¬ 
encing missed and late calls. 

“We asked people about this, many 
of the people we spoke with confirmed 
they had experienced a number of 
missed and late calls which had im¬ 
pacted on them. 

“A person told us ‘they keep leav¬ 
ing, they don’t know whether they are 
coming or going, the rotas are being 
altered all the time’. We found that 
people were supported by insufficient 
numbers of staff resulting in missed 
and late calls and poor care.” 

David Fencome, a company director 
at Tailored Care, said vast changes 
had been made since the inspection 
and he is confident that the service 
would get a much higher rating if 
re-inspected today. 

He said: “The fact is at the time we 
had a manager running our Willen¬ 
hall branch who wasn’t performing 
and they have since been dismissed. 

“We now have a completely new 
team in place who are more than 
aware of the standards they have to 
be reaching and are doing so.” 


My boy Billy was set up in US, 
he is no monster, says father 



“HE is no angel, but my son did not 
pay anyone to kill his ex-wife and 
was set up.” 

That is the view of Kevin Wallace, father 
of a former soldier from the Black Coun¬ 
try who has been jailed for nine years in 
America after being convicted of hiring a 
‘hitman’ to kill his ex-wife. 

The retired 65-year-old originally from the 
Yew Tree Estate, Walsall, was with his son Wil¬ 
liam on Venice Beach, California, when he was 
arrested, put his own house up to help raise his 
£2million bail fee and was present at his trial. 

Now, speaking exclusively to The Chronicle’s 
sister paper, the Express & Star, Kevin has told 
of how the life of his boy ‘Billy’ spiralled out of 
control. 

After reaching a plea-deal admitting to one fel¬ 
ony count of attempted murder and two felony 
counts of solicitation to commit murder, W illi am 
Wallace, aged 36, was sentenced to nine years in 
jail earlier this year. 

Entrapped 

But that does not begin to tell the whole story 
according to Kevin, who now lives in Mallorca. 
He maintains his son is not the monster he was 
made out to be and that he was entrapped by a 
private investigator who kept him ‘on the hook’. 

William Wallace grew up on the Yew Tree Es¬ 
tate going to Fir Tree and Manor High schools in 
the Friar Park area of Wednesbury. 

“He was a bit of a ‘Jack the Lad’,” said Kevin. 
“He was a nice kid. He played a bit of amateur 
football. He’s a Baggies fan.” As a teenager Wil¬ 
liam joined the Army and served in Kosovo with 
the 2nd Battalion of the Royal Regiment of Fusi¬ 
liers reaching the rank of Corporal. 

When he left he did a number of different 
things including opening up a bar in Birming¬ 
ham, but it was as a young man he started to 
lose a grip on life according to Kevin who said: 
“He got married to a woman from down south, 
got a house, had a daughter, started a bar, he 
did everything too quick. He took too much on. 
He thought he could handle it but he couldn’t.” 


Waiting game - Kevin Wallace, Billy’s father 

William then explored the opportunity of 
growing and selling medicinal marijuana legally 
in America - a career path which put him on the 
cusp of being a ‘multi-millionaire’ until he was 
arrested, according to Kevin. 

But by 2013 his ‘rocky’ marriage had broken 
down and before long he became embattled in a 
bitter custody battle for his then four-year-old 
daughter. For reasons which legally cannot be 
published Kevin said his son began to fear for 
his child’s safety. 

“It tore him apart,” said Kevin. “I said how 
can your give her (William’s daughter) back but 
he said if I don’t they’ll arrest me. He wanted to 


William ‘Billy’ Wallace, who grew up in Walsall 

get custody legitimately.” It was at that point 
William turned to a private investigator to ‘dig 
up dirt’ on his ex-wife to use in court against her 
- what he did not realise was that he was also a 
police informant. 

At some juncture the idea of killing his ex-wife 
came up and simply snowballed. In the Decem¬ 
ber of that year William was covertly recorded 
striking an 18,000 dollar agreement with a ‘hit¬ 
man’ who was actually an undercover detective 
from Orange County Sheriffs Department, as 
well as claiming he had paid to kill before. 

At trial his defence was that he was snared 
illegally by police - an argument which Kevin 


sticks by. “It was entrapment,” he said, “He’s 
no angel. He admitted to soliciting. Billy said 
some bad things on those tapes (recordings used 
against him in evidence) but he wasn’t pushing 
it. They (the police and private investigator) 
were pushing it. It was them who came up with 
this story of how to dispose of the body. Not 
Billy. Then they wanted a deposit. 

“A deposit to kill someone? Billy said he would 
pay it in full then they could do the job. But he 
never paid the money. He never sealed the deal. 
He never intended to. The things he said about 
doing it before was all bravado, being the ‘big I 
am’, the ‘big man’, I know him.” 

Kevin claimed Billy wanted to break off the 
idea but the private investigator fabricated a 
story to make him fear his daughter was in im¬ 
mediate danger. He added: “I know for a fact he 
was trying to get out of doing this thing with the 
hitman. 

Messages 

“There was something he was trying to get out 
of at the time but we didn’t know what. It was 
the text messages, the phone calls, just the way 
he was.” He added: “Billy wanted to cool it off. 
But they made up this story about his daughter. 
He was devastated. It was a complete lie to get 
him back on the hook.” 

Kevin explained how Billy’s lawyer pushed for 
a deal when he could sense the jury were reach¬ 
ing guilty verdicts. 

He said: “It happened very quickly, Billy 
didn’t want to plea but his lawyer brushed aside 
his protests. It was nine years or 27 to life. He 
couldn’t take that risk.” 

William is currently in Wasco State Prison 
in California and has already served more than 
two years on remand. Kevin hopes he will be out 
after half his sentenced has passed. 

Kevin added: “He is a very clever and imagi¬ 
native businessman but he trusts people really, 
really easily and puts too much trust in people 
he doesn’t know. For now it is a waiting game, 
when he gets out we’ll all have to get through it. 

“But I have every confidence he will make a 
success and a living.” 
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Man shared intimate 
photos on Face booh 



Stephen Sutton’s mother Jane with the hundreds of riders as the bikes 
gathered for the 2017 Ride Out which took place on Sunday 


HUNDREDS of bikers took to Staf¬ 
fordshire’s roads in honour of inspi¬ 
rational teenager Stephen Sutton. 

The event on Sunday was the 
fifth such Ride Out and saw a huge 
convoy of bikes, scooters and classic 
cars travel 27 miles from Lichfield 
Rugby Club to Burntwood Rugby 
Club. It took place three years to 
the day since Stephen passed away 
and raises money for the Teenage 
Cancer Trust. 

The Burntwood teenager made 
global headlines after making a 
bucket list of things he wanted to 
do before he died after being diag¬ 


nosed with terminal cancer. Ste¬ 
phen’s mother Jane was sat on the 
Ride Out’s lead bike and said: “It 
is amazing that people still want to 
do it. You think that perhaps num¬ 
bers will start to dwindle but they 
don’t.” 

Over the past four years the Ride 
Out event alone has raised £34,500. 

Cohn Jacques, who organises 
the event with his wife Elle, said: 
“People felt quite strongly towards 
Stephen while he was ill as someone 
who had no power over his destiny 
but who had done things they could 
not dream of.” 


A MAN posted sexual pictures 
of a woman he had a brief fling 
with on Facebook after arguing 
with his victim via text message, 
a court heard. 

Ashley Goodall, of Honeybourne 
Way, Willenhall, was sent two intimate 
photographs by the woman, who he 
had slept with once years previously, 
Walsall Magistrates Court was told. 

Goodall, aged 33, had maintained some 
sort of relationship with his victim and 
posted the images on his Facebook page, 
where they would have been visible to his 
friends, on March 11 after arguing with 
her. He pleaded guilty to one count of dis¬ 
closing private sexual photographs with the 
intention to cause distress. 

Rachel Smith, prosecuting, said: “The 
two had a relationship and the victim had 
sent him a message containing two pho¬ 
tographs of a sexual nature. She sent the 
pictures in total confidence but after the 
two had an argument he posted them on 
his Facebook page. 

Confiscated 

“She had not given him permission to 
do that. The whole incident has left her 
feeling vulnerable and violated, it has been 
extremely upsetting for her and has caused 
her problems in her current relationship.” 

The court heard that the photos were 
taken down by Facebook the morning after 
they were posted. 

Judge David Webster ordered that the 
phone they were sent to be confiscated. 

Speaking in his defence, Goodall said: “I 
slept with her once eight years ago, we wer¬ 
en’t in a relationship together. The pictures 
were taken down by Facebook and when 
putting them up I made sure they weren’t 
visible to just anybody. I regret what I did.” 

Goodall was given a 12-month commu¬ 
nity order and ordered to carry out 80 hours 
unpaid work. He must pay £185 costs and 
£85 victim surcharge, and was made the 
subject of a three-year restraining order. 
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Ernest, in what was called hospital blues, the patch on 
his jacket marks that he had been awarded a medal 



This document shows that Ernest Picken was 
fighting in France in 1915 



The military medal for bravery, centre, along with Star medal and Victory medal 


Grandchildren, brothers John and Alan Russell, with sister Pat Parsonage 


100 years on and story of 
a war hero is finally told 


THE story of a Black Country 
war hero is finally being told, 
100 years on from him receiving 
one of the UK’s most prestigious 
medals. 

Ernest James Picken, born and bred 
in Bloxwich,, was a coal miner turned 
soldier who fought across France and 
Belgium during the First World War. 

He was awarded the Military Medal for 
bravery in the field after staving off a Ger¬ 
man counter-attack while in the trenches 
near Loos in France, despite being shot. 
But until now his story has remained un¬ 
told, mainly because his family had no idea 
about his heroic past until they began re¬ 
searching. 

Born in 1891, Mr Picken lived on Elmore 
Row near Elmore Green for most of his 
early life. At the age of 19 the 1911 census 
listed him as a coal miner/underground 
horse cart driver. 

He joined the South Staffordshire Regi¬ 
ment in 1914 and remained a soldier in the 
First World War until the first quarter of 
1919. His campaign in the Great War saw 
him fight across both Belgium and France, 


MEMORY LANE 


ByJackAvei 


but it is the latter where he received his 
Military Medal for bravery. 

On June 8, 1917 he ‘showed great cour¬ 
age and initiative’ as he fought off a Ger¬ 
man counter-attack, and was wounded in 
the process. He was recommended for im¬ 
mediate reward and was awarded the Mili¬ 
tary Medal not long afterwards. 

The citation reads: “During a raid in the 
hostile trenches he showed great courage 
and initiative and set a splendid example to 
his men.” 

Return 

The citation also notes that Mr Picken 
was wounded and forced to return to Eng¬ 
land. It was in hospital that the only pho¬ 
tograph the family have of him was taken. 

As well as his Military Medal, Mr Picken 
was also awarded the 1914/15 Star, the Vic¬ 
tory Medal 1914-1919 and the Silver War 
Badge. His family do not think the other 
three medals were awarded for anything 
specific, other than his participation in the 


war. While back in the UK following his 
injuries in France, he attended a central in¬ 
fantry course in September 1917 and was 
rated very good or above average in every 
category. His bayonet fighting instruction 
was highly praised. 

While in the army he was a keen boxer 
and notes found by his surviving family 
show he won a competition at some stage. 

After the war Mr Picken, who had six 
grandchildren and lived to meet the first 
five, returned to Bloxwich and to his wife 
Rhoda Elizabeth, whom he had married 
shortly before the war, and his daughter 
Bessie, who was born in January 1913. 

Not much is known of his life after the 
war, however he did move from Elmore Row 
to an area just off Field Road. To help make 
ends meet he boxed occasionally at Pat Col¬ 
lins fairground just around the corner. 

He died in 1955. He had suffered from 
ill health throughout his life after the war 
after being gassed in the trenches. 

His tale of bravery has only come to light 
after his granddaughter, 65-year-old Pat 
Parsonage from Bloxwich, began research¬ 
ing his life after being made the guardian 
of his medals following the death of her 
mother and his daughter Bessie, aged 97. 



Ernest’s wife Rhoda Elizabeth is 
seen with her daughter Bessie 
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Man stabbed 
head as it bit 


dog hi 
his arm 
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RBL the big winner in run 



From left, Ella Crowley, aged 11, Wayne Roberts and Malcolm Mawley 
with some of the scores of runners and walkers at Chasewater 


MORE than 100 runners and walk¬ 
ers made their way around Chase- 
water reservoir in aid of the Royal 
British Legion (RBL). 

The event on Sunday was the 
fourth Poppy Run held at the 
beauty spot with around £3,000 
raised from previous outings. Par¬ 
ticipants, who are invited to walk 
or run either one lap or two, were 
sent on their way by veteran Wayne 
Roberts. The 43-year-old, of Can¬ 
nock, served with The Life Guards 
in the 1990s and was helped by the 
RBL upon leaving the Army. 


He now organises the charity’s 
Poppy Appeal in Wolverhampton. 

Among those taking part were 
young footballers from Burntwood 
Dragons FC. Ten of the under-11 
side took part. 

The team’s manager, Steve Par- 
ton, 35, said: “It is the end of our 
season now so this is a bit of fun.” 

Organiser Alison Bates said 
money is raised through entry fees, 
sponsorship and donations. 

She said: “The numbers we have 
had has grown each year. Anyone 
can take part, it is not too difficult.” 


A MAN who stabbed a Stafford¬ 
shire Bull Terrier in the head has 
been ordered to pay more than 
£500 after appearing in court. 

Karl Ricketts, of Lichfield Street, 
Walsall, returned to the bedsit flat he 
had been living in on on January 9 and 
found two people there who he told a 
court he didn’t know. 

The two people, a man and a woman, had 
two dogs with them, both Staffordshire Bull 
Terriers and when Ricketts asked them to 
leave one of the dogs bit him. 

In an effort to fend off the dog, Ricketts 
‘grabbed the closest thing to hand’ which 
was a six inch carving knife, and stabbed 
it in the top of the head, resulting in a cut 
that was seven centimetres wide and 10 
centimetres deep. 

Luckily, the dog didn’t suffer any sig¬ 
nificant long lasting damage as a result of 
the attack. Ricketts pleaded guilty to one 
charge of criminal damage to property in 
relation to the attack at Walsall Magis¬ 
trates Court. 

Prosecuting, Mr Tim Talbot-Webb, said: 
“The owner of the dog maintained that his 
pet didn’t bite the defendant but it has been 
proved since that he did. He stabbed it one 
to the head causing a huge laceration, at 
which point the owner ran out of the prop¬ 
erty and immediately took his dog to the 
vets. Luckily, there was no neurological 
damage caused to the dog, which has made 
a full recovery.” 

Defending, Mrs Seama Kapoor said: “The 
dog wouldn’t get off his arm and he picked 
up the closest thing to hand. 

“He is deeply remorseful and knows he 
will have to pay today. The defendant does 
suffer with mental health problems. 

“He didn’t know the people and it all 
happened very quickly so it was hard for 
him to take stock of his emotions.” 

Ricketts was ordered to pay £400 in com¬ 
pensation and a victim surcharge of £115 by 
Mrs Caroline Stride, chief magistrate. He 
was also given an eight week prison sen¬ 
tence suspended for 12 months. She said: 
“We believe this does cross the custody 
threshold but due to your mental health 
issues we are able to suspend it.” 
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When the audience 
screams, it's fantastic 

S tephen Mallatratt’s 

adaptation of Susan Hill’s 
best-selling novel, The 
Woman In Black, has 
terrified more than million 
theatregoers since it first 
opened in the West End. 

Robin Herford’s gripping production is a brilliantly 
successfully study in atmosphere, illusion and controlled 
horror. 

The unanimously acclaimed stage production is 
on the road and will arrive at the Grand Theatre, in 
Wolverhampton, from Monday until May 27. 

The touring cast features David Acton, as Mr Kipps, 
and Matthew Spencer, as The Actor. 

The production’s popularity has reached a global level, 
having toured the United States, South America, Tokyo 
and Singapore. 

In 2012, Susan’s novel The Woman in Black was turned 
into a film starring Daniel Radcliffe, which became the 
highest grossing British horror movie in 20 years. The 
sequel to that, The Woman in Black 2: Angel Of Death, 
came out in 2014. 

It tells the story of a lawyer obsessed with a curse that 
he believes has been cast over him and his family by the 
spectre of a Woman in Black. He engages a young actor 
to help him tell his story and exorcise the fear that grips 
his soul. It begins innocently enough, but as they delve 
further into his darkest memories, they find themselves 
caught up in a world of eerie marshes and moaning 
winds. The borders between make believe and reality 
begin to blur and the flesh begins to creep. 

We caught up with David and Matthew to find out what 
makes them leap out of their skin - and what they love 
about The Woman in Black. 

Do you believe in ghosts? 

Matthew Spencer: “For me, I would say ‘ghosts? No 
way . ..’ but I really like to think they’re real. I don’t like 
being in the stage right wing of the Fortune Theatre, 
where the Woman In Black plays in London. It’s a little bit 
cold . ..” 

What do you think it is about The Woman in Black 
that keeps people returning for second, third or more 
visits? 

David Acton: “There’s certainly the chill factor, which 
people love but there are so many reasons. It’s a brilliant 
play, it’s extraordinary, and probably cleverer than the 
writer Stephen Mallatratt had anticipated. What comes 
out of nothing, an empty theatre arises this beautifully 
written story with a myriad of different characters and 
locations all created by the imagination. It’s a touching 
and moving story with a great sadness about it - there’s 
loss, shrieks and bumps along the way but there are 
laughs and pleasure along the way and the theatricality 
brings all of that together perfectly.” 

Matthew Spencer: “You can see the film and you can 
read the book but this live experience is something you 
won’t get from either of those - there’s something magical 
about the fact that just two people and a few props can 
create the different settings and play all the characters.” 

Having played in the small 450 seat Fortune Theatre 
in London, do you think the dynamic of the play will 
differ when toured to much larger theatres in the 
country? 

Matthew Spencer: “I think each new venue will bring 
something entirely new to the piece, for us as well as 
the audience. The show is very much part of the Fortune 
Theatre now, but taking it out on tour will be interesting to 
see what more space or less space does.” 

David Acton: “I always say for any actor it’s important to 
tour, because if you’ve played big, small, wide, tall, thin, 
deep stages you get a real knowledge for how to work 
different venues.” 

Whereas horror films are very common, horror plays 
are almost unheard of. How difficult is it to recreate 
the horror on stage that can be done rather easily with 
a computer in a film? 

Matthew Spencer: “The play is so well written that a lot 
of the horror comes right from the text. The start of the 
play is quite light, it’s an opportunity for us as actors to 
get the audience on board. By the time we start to build 


The big chill - Matthew Spencer 
is in The Woman in Black 



up the tension we’ve hopefully all had a bit of fun, we’re 
all on the same side and then you can really start to get 
down to business! It’s so well constructed that I never feel 
a pressure to make anyone scared, that just happens. I 
get excited for, because I know what’s coming, and I find 
that if the audience are laughing loudly at the beginning 
they’re usually screaming loudly half way through!” 

Is it fun for you, seeing the audience react? 

David Acton: “It’s great, the screams are fantastic, 
particularly when we have school groups in! The book 
is on the curriculum so it’s quite often that we’d have a 
school’s matinee and they love to scream and so they 
scream again, look at each other and scream again! 

Matthew Spencer: Equally, it does terrify adults! The 
reactions are all part of it, and help make it what it is and 
we live for those moments. It’s great to see the power of 
live theatre working and having the desired effect.” 

Is there anything in the production that scares you, as 
actors? 

Matthew Spencer: “What scares me more than 
anything is the theme of the play. I know what’s coming 
and when so for me it’s about the loss that the story 
centres around. The first time we ever did a full run- 
through on stage at the Fortune Theatre was rather scary, 
I was genuinely scared with all of the sounds and the 
lights and I think the people who worked on the show 
enjoyed making the most of that. Now we’re settled into it, 
I take enjoyment from the audience reactions!” 


I don’t have 
nightmares but 
some actors have 
had horrible ones 


Do you have any post-show rituals that help you to 
recover from what you’ve just been through? 

Matthew Spencer: “I’ve mentioned that the structure 
of the play helps to make the most of the scary moments 
but in equal parts it helps in a sense that we reach a 
conclusion. It’s a very rounded play, we’ve told the full 
circle - there’s nothing hanging or unfinished so we’re 
quite satisfied when we’re done.” 

David Acton: “I certainly don’t have nightmares but 
I’ve heard stories from past actors who have had horrible 
ones!” 

• The Woman in Black is at Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre from Monday May 22 - 27. Tickets are available 
in person at the Box Office, by calling 01902 42 92 12 or 
online at grandtheatre.co.uk. 

















The Boy in the Striped Pyjamasl 


Heartbreaking war story 
be told through dance 


The world premiere of Northern Ballet’s The Boy in 
the Striped Pyjamas will take place in Wolverhampton 
this month. 

The touring ballet company is re-imagining John 
Boyne’s best-selling novel in a heart-breaking brand 
new production. 

The first full-length dance adaptation of this world 
famous story, will take place in Wolverhampton at the 
Grand Theatre on May 30 and 31. 

Telling the story of an unlikely friendship blossoming 
through the disturbing events of World War II, The Boy 
in the Striped Pyjamas sees a child’s innocent curiosity 
lead to a devastating conclusion. 

Previously adapted for a 2008 film by Miramax, this 
world-first dance adaptation will be choreographed by 
Northern Ballet’s Artistic Associate Daniel de Andrade. 

It will feature an original score by Oscar-nominated 


composer Gary Yershon, sets and costumes designed 
by Mark Bailey and lighting by Tim Mitchell, with 
Dramatic Coach Patricia Doyle also joining the creative 
team. 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas will be the second 
of an unprecedented three full-length world premieres 
to be held by Northern Ballet in 2017 following the 
World Premiere of Casanova in March 2017 and the 
upcoming World Premiere of The Little Mermaid in 
September 2017. 

Northern Ballet will also present a children’s ballet, 
Goldilocks and The Three Bears on May 31 at 12:30 
and 2:30pm. Tickets cost £11.50 for The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas and £8.50 for Goldilocks and The 
Three Bears are now on sale now and can be booked 
in person at the box office, online at grandtheatre. 
co.uk or by calling 01902 42 92 12. 


Thieves now ready 
to steal a lead 



Following the success of 
their almighty self-titled 
debut album, Southend’s 
Nothing But Thieves are 
back on tour as they prepare 
to release their second 
album, Broken Machine, 
later this year. 

The first single from it, a soaring 
rock anthem entitled Amsterdam, 
marks their stunning return, as they 
prepare for an already sold out gig 
at Birmingham’s 02 Institute 2 next 
Friday, May 26. 

The band fronted by singer 
Conor Mason (pictured) in a joint 
statement say of the new single: “It 
was inspired by our love of direct, 
guttural choruses. 


“It’s like Conor is spitting the 
words in your face. 

“It’s visceral and has momentum 
but also this beautiful moment in 
the middle which feels like a break 
in a sea storm. 

“We didn’t have all the pieces 
before going in to the studio and 
this was one of the tracks that really 
came alive during the recording 
progress. It pretty much demanded 
to be our first song.” 

To say Nothing But Thieves 
have been on an epic journey 
over the past 18 months is an 
understatement. 

The Essex band’s debut album 
has sold over 250,000 and has 
streamed over 174 million tracks 
globally to date. 

The band were chosen to tour 


with Muse - with whom they 
certainly share some musical 
DNA - and have played festivals 
in Europe, the US and even South 
Korea, where they played to more 
than 20,000 people. 

The five-piece spent a big chunk 
of 2016 in America, where their 
album was the best selling debut 
that year from any UK rock band, 
playing shows and performing 
on TV shows as guests of Conan 
O’Brien, James Corden and Jimmy 
Kimmel. 

They will be visiting the Digbeth 
venue as part of their warm up for 
major festival appearances this 
summer and shows to support 
the release of Broken Machine in 
September. 


Gordon as Elvis in 
tribute to the King 

One of the world’s top Elvis 
tributes brings his show 
- Gordon Hendricks is =• 

Elvis - to Stourbridge M \ 

Town Hall next month. M \ 

Stoke-born Gordon was I I 

propelled into the big 1 I 

time by winning the final \ *• I M 

of TV show Stars In Their 
Eyes in 2005. He went on 
to win the 2011 European 
Elvis championship and the 
2014 Collingwood festival in Canada. His show in 
Stourbridge on June 3, with full band, features the 
King’s classics from the ‘50s, 60s and 70s. See 
www.boroughhalls.co.uk or call 01384 812812. 


Your invitation to hear 
The Wedding Singer 

Broadway musical The Wedding Singer, based 
on the 1998 movie that starred Adam Sandler and 
Drew Barrymore, is at Birmingham’s New Alexandra 
Theatre from Tuesday to Saturday, May 23 to 27. 

Set in the 1980s with music to match, it stars Jon 
Robyns (from Memphis and Les Miserables in the 
West End) as a disastrous wedding singer facing 
losing sweet Julia (X Factor’s Cassie Compton) to oily 
Wall Street bad boy Glenn (X Factor’s Ray Quinn). But 
not if Grandma Rosie (Hi-De-Hi’s Ruth Madoc) can 
help it. 

Meanwhile, La Cage Aux Folles continues at 
Birmingham Hippodrome until Saturday, before 
moving to Wolverhampton Grand from June 27 to July 
1, and The Who’s rock opera Tommy gets a revamp at 
Birmingham Rep until May 27. 
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Aisling Franciosi (left) 


Clique 

(BBC1,10.10pm) 

New series. Holly and Georgia 
have been best friends si nee 
the age of 11, so when it came 
time for them to leave home 
and head to university, it was 
obvious they should apply to the 
same academy. As the pair 
enjoy their first couple of weeks 
of freedom, they find 
themselves drawn to an elite 
clique of alpha girls, led by 
lecturer Jude McDermid. 

Drama, starring Synnove 
Karisen, Aisling Franciosi, 
Sorcha Groundsell, Ella-Rae 
Smith, Sophia Brown, Rachel 
Hurd-Wood, Emma Appleton, 
Harris Dickinson, Peter 
Bankole, Louise Brealey, Emun 
Elliott, Chris Fulton, Mark 
Strepan, Jack Bannon, Nadia 
Faccenda, Orla Bayne, Evie 
Brassington, Euan Gilroy and 
Jasmine Main. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen. 

11.30 Mary Berry’s Absolute Favourites. 
(R) 12.00 Football FOCUS. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

2.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.15 
Film: Wreck-lt Ralph. (2012) Animated 
adventure, with the voice of John C 
Reilly. 4.45 Film: Monsters University. 
(2013) Animated comedy prequel, with 
the voices of John Goodman and Billy 
Crystal. 

6.20 BBC News. 

6.30 Regional Programme. 

6.35 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
invite figures from the world of 
musical theatre to take part in the 
unorthodox general knowledge 
quiz, in which contestants must 
guess the least likely correct 
answers given to questions posed 
to members of the public. Lyricists 
Tim Rice and Don Black join 
forces, while Flow Do You Solve a 
Problem Like Maria winner Connie 
Fisher teams up with her former 
rival Siobhan Dillon. Former 
Chicago star Claire Sweeney pairs 
with comedy actor and one-time 
Wicked star Nigel Planer, and Cory 
English, the American actor who 
recently starred in a UK tour of The 
producers, collaborates with 
comedian and Spamalot star Phill 
Jupitus. 

7.25 Doctor Who. The Doctor receives 
an unexpected appeal for help 
from the Vatican when the 
translation of an ancient tome said 
to cause anyone who reads it to 
die leaks onto the internet. 

8.15 Who Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
challenges two pairs of complete 
strangers to team up, and battle it 
out to list as much as they know 
about a given subject. 

9.00 Casualty. Hugo runs away when 
he find out his father Jim is 
planning to take him back, and Lily 
returns to work, but fails to notice 
tell-tale track-marks on her first 
patient’s arm. 

9.50 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.10 Clique. New series. Two best 
friends are drawn into an elite 
clique of alpha girls led by lecturer 
Jude McDermid in their first few 
weeks at university. 

10.55Clique. 

11.40 Film: Insomnia. (2002) 

1.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.40 
BBC News. 


6.20 Film: The Charge of the Light 
Brigade. (1936) 8.10 Film: Kismet. 
(1955) 10.00 Flomes Underthe Flammer. 
(R) 11.00 Monty Flails’ Great Hebridean 
Escape. (R) 12.00 Great British Menu. 

(R) 12.30 Great British Menu. (R) 1.00 
Hitchcock’s Leading Actors: Talking 
Pictures. (R) 1.30 Film: North By 
Northwest. (1959) Hitchcock thriller, 
starring Cary Grant. 3.45 Flog It! (R) 

4.10 Trust Me, I’m a Vet. (R) 5.10 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 

6.10 Natural World. Exploring efforts 
by conservationists and scientists 
to protect wildlife including turtles, 
dolphins and monk seals in 
Hawaii’s surf zone, as its marine 
animals face a growing threat from 
washed-up plastic. This comes on 
top of creatures having to cope 
with an increasing number of 
visitors to beaches. With a 
contribution by Hawaii-born 
musician Jack Johnson. (R) 

7.00 Mexico: Earth’s Festival of Life. 
Exploring the wildlife, landscape 
and culture in three distinct areas 
of the country. (R) 

8.00 Yorkshire Wolds Way with Paul 
Rose. Part two of two. Adventurer 
Paul Rose concludes his 
exploration of the 79-mile 
Yorkshire Wolds Way, taking to the 
skies to get a unique view of its 
stretch of chalk downland. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
organises a dance in an attempt to 
boost platoon morale, but Pike 
interrupts proceedings to make an 
important announcement 
regarding his girlfriend Violet. (R) 
9.00 Film: Philomena. (2013) A 
teenager in 1950s Ireland 
becomes pregnant, and is sent 
to a home for “fallen women”, 
while her baby is forcibly taken 
from her and sent to America to be 
adopted. Fifty years later, she 
meets a disillusioned political 
journalist who helps to reunite her 
with her son. Fact-based drama, 
starring Judi Dench and Steve 
Coogan. 

10.35 Ql XL. An extended edition, in 
which question-master Stephen 
Fry probes the subject of Messing 
with Your Mind, with Sarah 
Millican, Tommy Tiernan, Josh 
Widdicombe and Alan Davies. 

11.20 Versailles. King Louis XIV’s 
continued insomnia makes him 
increasingly volatile. (R) 

12.20 Film: Cabaret. (1 972) 2.20 This Is 
BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Sooty. 
(R) 6.35 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Marvel 
Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.55 NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The Home Game. 

(R) 10.20 Judge Rinder. (R) 11.15 
Tipping Point. (R) 12.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.25 Bigheads. (R) 1.30 ITV 
Racing: Live from Newbury. Ed 
Chamberlin presents coverage of four 
races from Newbury. 4.00 Paul O’Grady: 
For the Love of Dogs. (R) 4.30 
Catchphrase. (R) 5.15 Britain’s Got More 
Talent. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.25 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Take Me Out. A fitness instructor, 
a pianist, a research executive and 
a construction worker submit 
themselves for approval. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. The audition 
stage of the nationwide talent 
contest draws to a close this 
weekend, as Ant and Dec invite 
one final batch of auditionees to 
show off their unique abilities to 
judges Simon Cowell, David 
Walliams, Amanda Holden and 
Alesha Dixon. Next week will see 
the beginning of the live shows, in 
which the panel begins the 
process of whittling down the 
number of would-be stars they 
have previously thrown their 
weight behind throughout the 
audition process. The Golden 
Buzzer went unpressed on 
Saturday 6th May, which means 
David Walliams and Ant and Dec 
may still have to right to send an 
act straight through to the semi¬ 
final, but will any of this evening’s 
performers catch their eye? 

9.20 The Keith and Paddy Picture 
Show. Michelle Keegan, Ant and 
Dec, Phillip Schofield and David 
Dickinson help Keith Lemon and 
Paddy McGuinness remake the 
last film of the original Star Wars 
trilogy, Return of the Jedi. 

9.50 Film: Total Recall. (1990) Sci-fi 
thriller, starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

10.50 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05Film: Total Recall. (1990) 

Concluded. 

12.20 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.15 Motor Sport: Mini Challenge. 6.45 
Mobil 1 The Grid. 7.10 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.05 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R) 10.00 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.55 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.25 The Simpsons. (R) 11.55 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The Simpsons. (R) 

I. 00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 1.30 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 2.00 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 2.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
3.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 3.35 A 
Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. (R) 4.35 
Big House, Little House. 5.40 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Restoration Man. George 
Clarke meets a man in 
Northumberland who bought a 
Victorian railway station, with the 
intention of converting it into a 
family home. He has managed to 
keep his budget down by doing all 
the building work single-handed at 
weekends, but the project has 
been threatened by planning 
restrictions. George also looks into 
the history of the station, and finds 
out why it never fulfilled its 
potential as part of the area’s rail 
network. (R) 

8.00 Walks with My Dog. Bill Bailey 
returns to his West Country roots 
for a walk on Exmoor with his dog 
Louie, while Newsnight presenter 
Kirsty Wark takes in the tranquility 
of the Isle of Arran. Plus, Julian 
Clary and his Jack Russell visit the 
South Downs. Previously seen on 
More4. 

9.00 Film: The Heat. (2013) An 
uptight, ambitious FBI agent is 
sent to Boston to bring a notorious 
drug kingpin to justice. She ends 
up forced to team up with a 
rebellious, foul-mouthed local 
police detective who has a very 
different attitude to law 
enforcement but shares her 
inability to work with others. 

Action comedy, starring Sandra 
Bullock and Melissa McCarthy. 

II. 25 Film: Bullet to the Head. (2012) A 

hitman and a police detective join 
forces to seek revenge on the man 
who murdered both their partners. 
Action thriller, with Sylvester 
Stallone. 

1.05 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 1.50 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.55 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 4.50 Shipping 
Wars UK. (R) 5.15 Fifteen to One. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.50 Ben and Holly’s 
Little Kingdom. (R) 10.00 The Fairly 
OddParents. (R) 10.35 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.30 
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.30 FIA Formula 
E Live: 2017 Paris ePrix. The Paris ePrix. 

4.15 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 5.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The officers try to recover £13,000 
owed by a high-performance car 
dealer in Birmingham, and in 
Wolverhampton the agents chase 
nearly £2,000 owed to a car hire 
company. Elsewhere, officers visit 
a family in Kent to try to collect 
more than £5,000, but an 
emotional backstory means they 
are forced to make a sensitive 
decision. (R) 

7.10 NCIS: Los Angeles. Kensi and 
Deeks go undercover as a married 
couple in a quiet suburb as part of 
an investigation into a Russian 
sleeper cell. 

8.00 NCIS. A 14-year-old boy manages 
to foil a home invasion, but when 
Gibbs is called in to investigate, he 
suspects the teenager may be 
withholding crucial information. 

As the case makes progress, 

Gibbs turns his attention to 
helping the boy’s mother, the wife 
of a naval officer, and his efforts 
result in an invitation to the White 
House to meet the First Lady 
(Michelle Obama, guest starring as 
herself). Meanwhile, Director 
Vance and FBI Agent Fornell travel 
to London as part of the ongoing 
case involving the escaped British 
spies. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 

Moments of the 80s. The most 
infamous TV moments of the 
1980s, including the disastrous 
Brit awards hosted by Samantha 
Fox and Mick Fleetwood, Simon Le 
Bon’s nautical misadventures and 
the concert where Ozzy Osbourne 
famously bit the head off a bat. 
With contributions from Anthea 
Turner, Linda Lusardi, Rick 
Wakeman, Jennie Bond, Nathan 
Moore, Su Pollard and Paul 
Burrell. (R) 

11.50 Football on 5: The Playoffs. 

Bradford City vMillwall. 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.05 Film: The New 
Daughter. (2009) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 

5.15 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Saints and Sinners: Britain’s 
Millennium of Monasteries 8.00 Masters 
of the Pacific Coast: The Tribes of The 
American Northwest 9.00 Hinterland 
10.30 Top of the Pops: 198311.35 Easy 
Listening Hits at the BBC 12.40 Glen 
Campbell: The Rhinestone Cowboy 1.40 
An Evening with Glen Campbell 3.00 Easy 
Listening Hits at the BBC 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

11.05 Britain’s Got Talent 12.25 Britain’s 
Got More Talent 1.30 Take Me Out 2.45 
Take Me Out-The Gossip 3.45 You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold 4.15 Film: Mr Bean’s 
Holiday (2007) 5.15 FYI Daily 5.20 Film: 
Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 6.05 Film: 

Step Up (2006) 7.05 FYI Daily 7.10 Film: 
Step Up (2006) 8.15 Scorpion 9.20 
Britain’s Got More Talent 10.20 Celebrity 
Juice 11.20 Family Guy 12.45 American 
Dad! 1.45 Through the Keyhole 2.35 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.55 Film: Carry On Henry (1971) 1.00 
FYI Daily 1.05 Film: Carry On Henry 

(1971) 1.45 A Touch of Frost 3.55 Lewis 

5.55 Rosemary & Thyme 7.00 Midsomer 
Murders 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.05 Law & 
Order: UK 2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.00 The Classic Car Show 11.55 The 
Car Chasers 12.55 Counting Cars 1.50 
Storage Wars 2.50 Film: Apache (1954) 
3.50 FYI Daily 3.55 Film: Apache (1954) 

4.35 Film: The Horse Soldiers (1959) 

5.35 FYI Daily 5.40 Film: The Horse 
Soldiers (1959) 7.00 The Sweeney 8.05 
Better Late Than Never 9.00 Film: Navy 
Seals (1990) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: 
Navy Seals (1990) 11.20 Film: From 
Dusk Till Dawn (1996) 12.20 FYI Daily 

12.25 Film: From DuskTill Dawn (1996) 

1.25 Quincy ME 2.25 Tommy Cooper 

2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

2.20 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 2.30 The 
Goldbergs 5.00 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: Limitless (2011)11.05 
Gogglebox 1.15 Rude Tube 2.15 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 3.05 How I Met Your 
Mother 3.50 Charmed 
Film4 

11.00 The Quick Gun (1964) 1.00 Just 
Wright (2010) 3.05 Spy Kids 4: All the 
Time in the World (2011) 4.45 The Four 
Musketeers (1974) 6.55 One Day (2011) 
9.00 Non-Stop (2014) 11.05 Ouija 
(2014) 12.50 The Breakfast Club (1985) 
2.55 Close 



Fly-stay-cruise onboard Norwegian Spirit 

11 nights • 12 Dec 17 • °22 Dec 17 • 23 Jan 18 
2 Feb 18 • 12 Feb 18 • 22 Feb 18 • 4 Mar 18 

PREMIUM ALL INCLUSIVE 

Travel in style on board Norwegian Spirit on this wonderful ten night 
winter sunshine cruise to the Canaries, Madeira and Morocco. Enjoy more 
freedom at no extra cost. Norwegian Cruise Line is now Premium All 
Inclusive, bringing you a range of valuable included benefits and services 
and a brand new feeling of freedom at sea. Premium All Inclusive benefits 
include a wide choice of premium alcoholic beverages, soft drinks, 
unrivalled dining experiences, award winning entertainment, service 
charge and gratuities, selected speciality coffees with meals, junior and 
youth programmes, fun aqua parks, modern sports facilities and many 
more. 

Prices based upon 23 Jan 18 departure. Prices vary on all other dates. 

°22 Dec is a 12 night package including 11 nights on board. On board credit applicable 
to selected dates only. 


Includes... 

• Return flights from Birmingham airport to Barcelona 

• 1 night pre-cruise stay at a 4 star central hotel in Barcelona with breakfast 

• 10 nights on board Norwegian Spirit with Full board 

• Transfers between Barcelona airport/hotel/port 


Call our friendly and helpful cruise experts to find out more about these exciting cruises. 

01902 519219 quote WOL 

www.cruiseoffers.com 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 9.00-17.30 
SAT 9.00-15.00 


Organised by Cruise Connections Ltd, part of the Omega holidays Group. AB1A No P0136/Y6422 A10L No 11239. Prices shown on 23 Jan 18 departure from Birmingham airport Prices vary on all other dates. Prices and availability are subject 
to change & re-confirmation at time of booking. Our prices include your flights for which we have allowed a reasonable budget. Prices based on two people sharing. The holiday prices quoted were correct at the time of printing, but 
may increase or decrease according to the cost of the flights. You will be advised of the up-to-date price when making your booking. Applicable to new bookings only. “This is a 12 night holiday including Lanzarote and prices differ for the 
festive period. For more details, full terms and conditions please call us or visit www.cruiseoffers.com. 





































23 


CHOICE 



The Trial: A Murder in the 
Family 

(Channel 4,9pm) 

New series. Drama¬ 
documentary in which a 
fictional murder case is tried in 
a real court, with Michael Gould 
playing defendant Simon Davis 
in front of a real judge, jury, QCs 
and expert witnesses. The first 
episode sees police officers 
and eye witnesses called on to 
give testimony and build up a 
picture of the day the victim was 
strangled to death in her own 
home. Continues tomorrow. 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Regional Programme. 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Money for Nothing. (R) 2.00 Escape to 
the Country. (R) 3.00 Shop Well for 
Less? (R) 4.00 Lifeline. 4.10 Points of 
View. 4.25 Songs of Praise. 5.00 RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show 2017. 

6.00 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker explores 
the rise and fall of the orchards in 
the Clyde Valley. Ellie Harrison 
explores some of Scotland’s oldest 
forests and meets an urban 
beekeeper, and Sean Fletcher visits 
a traditional mill using machinery 
that is centuries old. Adam Henson 
and Charlotte Smith visit an 
agricultural project in Newport 
Pagnell and Tom Heap reports on 
the problem of microplastics in the 
ocean. 

7.30 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents a second show from 
Ightham Mote near Sevenoaks, 
where finds include a gold ring 
containing a lock of Lord Byron’s 
hair, a collection of postcards from 
1916 that reveal how a British 
PoW sent messages to his family, 
and a pair of Chinese paintings 
that make a big impression on 
specialist David Battie. 

8.30 Inspector George Gently. The first 
of two final cases for the detective, 
played by Martin Shaw. On the 
brink of retirement, Gently re¬ 
opens the case of a woman 
convicted of killing her husband, 
hoping to uncover a long-buried 
miscarriage of justice. However, 
the investigation places Gently’s 
career on the line and stirs up 
tension with Bacchus, who worked 
on the original investigation. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the final day 
of the Premier League season, 
with matches including Hull City v 
Tottenham Hotspur and Swansea 
City v West Bromwich Albion. 

12.15 Murder in Successville. Professor 
Green helps Dl Sleet with a particularly 
unusual case as Successville’s resident 
superhero the Rattman battles his arch¬ 
enemy the Termite - whose identity is a 
mystery. 12.45 The Women’s Football 
Show. 1.20 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
1.25 BBC News. 


6.05 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 6.50 
The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.35 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.35 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 9.05 Countryfile. 

(R) 10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 
11.30 Great British Menu. (R) 12.00 
Great British Menu. (R) 12.30 Great 
British Menu. (R) 1.00 NW200 
Highlights. 2.00 Film: None But the 
Brave. (1965) Second World War 
adventure, starring Frank Sinatra. 3.45 
Galapagos - Islands of Change: Natural 
World. (R) 4.30 Final Score. 5.30 Flog It! 
(R) 

6.00 Inside the Factory: How Our 
Favourite Foods Are Made. The 

exploration of three household 
staples continues as Gregg 
Wallace goes inside a chocolate 
factory in York, which produces a 
staggering seven million bars 
every day. He follows the 24-hour 
journey from bean to bar and 
meets the people who work round 
the clock. Cherry Healey helps out 
on a production line in Derbyshire, 
where chocolate boxes are still 
made by hand, and historian Ruth 
Goodman delves through the 
archives to find out what it was like 
working in factories before 
machines took over. (R) 

7.00 Dragons’ Den. Evan Davis 
presents the business ideas 
contest, with the panel considering 
the potential of plans for miniature 
pencils, giant beanbags and boot¬ 
cleaning machines. (R) 

8.00 Mexico: Earth’s Festival of Life. 
The deserts of Mexico’s northern 
region, home to animals like 
prairie dogs, pygmy owls and 
aplomado falcons that have 
adapted to thrive in these arid 
conditions. Last in the series. 

9.00 Dara and Ed’s Road to Mandalay. 
Dara O Briain and Ed Byrne arrive 
in Myanmar, where they take part 
in a Buddhist festival and have 
their fortunes read before finally 
reaching Mandalay. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 Film: The Homesman. (2014) 
Premiere. A frontier woman 
persuades an outlaw to help her 
lead three traumatised women 
across the wilderness. Western, 
directed by and starring Tommy 
Lee Jones, with Hilary Swank. 

11.55 Film: Love Is All You Need. 

(2012) Romantic drama, with 
Pierce Brosnan and Trine Dyrholm. 
1.45 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.45 
Holby City. (R) 3.45 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Sooty. 
(R) 6.35 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Marvel 
Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.55 Ben 10. 
8.10 Ben 10. 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 Countrywise. (R) 10.00 
Peston on Sunday. 11.00 Judge Rinder. 
(R) 12.00 ITV News; Weather. 12.05 
Tipping Point. (R) 1.05 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 2.05 The Chase. (R) 3.05 
Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 4.20 Film: The 
Man with the Golden Gun. (1974) James 
Bond adventure, starring Roger Moore 
and Christopher Lee. 

6.40 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Bigheads. Jason Manford hosts 
the comedy game show in which 
contestants compete in a series of 
bizarre physical challenges while 
wearing giant model heads of 
Donald Trump, Theresa May, and 
David and Victoria Beckham. They 
must dodge past giant bouncers to 
get into a nightclub, fight over 
microphones to record a single, 
and get away before the paparazzi 
see them. With commentary from 
Jenny Powell and Kriss Akabusi. 
8.00 The Durrells. Hugh organises a 
cricket match between Greek and 
English teams to bring everyone 
together. Countess Mavrodaki 
offers to umpire - but warns 
Margo that contests between the 
two nations are never friendly. 
Spiro advises Louisa that she has 
terrible taste in men, while Larry 
finds that Vasilia wants their 
relationship to progress faster 
than expected. 

9.00 Grantchester. Sidney joins a 
travellers’ community as he 
struggles to put his past life in 
Grantchester behind him, but finds 
himself accused of murder and in 
need of Geordie’s help. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston. Allegra Stratton presents a 
guide to the latest issues on social 
media. (R) 

11.20 Premiership Rugby Union. Mark 
Durden-Smith and David Flatman 
present highlights of the semi¬ 
finals. 

12.15 Lethal Weapon. (R) 1.00 
Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Motor Sport: Caterham. 6.40 
European Taekwondo Championships. 
7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Eat the Week. 

1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 Film: Dr 
Dolittle 2. (2001) Comedy sequel, 
starring Eddie Murphy. 3.50 Film: Robin 
Hood. (1973) Disney animation, with the 
voices of Terry-Thomas and Peter 
Ustinov. 5.30 George Clarke’s Old House, 
New Home. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Flat Pack Mansions. 

Documentary following people 
who are building huge luxury 
houses out of prefabricated 
materials on a tight schedule, with 
the homes designed to be 
environmentally efficient. Pizza 
restaurant entrepreneurs Richard 
and Nikki Cooper plan to build a 
5000-square foot home in just 
four days, David and Lesley 
Lennox rush to complete their 
build before their daughter’s 
wedding, and Paul Cook is 
constructing his dream house on a 
cliff top. 

8.00 Cabins in the Wild with Dick 
Strawbridge. New series. Eight 
teams transform cabins across 
Wales into luxury tourist 
accommodation, which together 
will form a pop-up hotel that can 
be moved around the country. 

9.00 The Trial: A Murder in the 
Family. New series. Drama¬ 
documentary in which a fictional 
murder case is tried in a real court, 
with Michael Gould playing the 
defendant in front of a real judge, 
jury and QCs. Continues 
tomorrow. 

10.05Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.00 Film: Bad Teacher. (2011) A 
cynical, hard-drinking teacher 
hopes to seduce a wealthy 
substitute, making an enemy of a 
squeaky-clean colleague in the 
process. Comedy, with Cameron 
Diaz and Justin Timberlake. 

12.50 Millionaires’ Mansions: Designing 
Britain’s Most Exclusive Homes. (R) 1.45 
The Last Leg. (R) 2.40 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 3.35 Selling 
Houses with Amanda Lamb. 4.30 
Jamie’s Comfort Food Bites. (R) 4.40 
KOTV Boxing Weekly. 5.05 Gillette World 
Sport. 5.35 Mobil 1 The Grid. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Mr Men. 6.15 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.20 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.25 Wissper. (R) 6.35 
Paw Patrol. (R) 6.45 Bob the Builder. (R) 
7.00 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.10 Oily the 
Little White Van. (R) 7.15 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.20 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.35 
Blaze and the Monster Machines. (R) 
8.00 Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.15 
Wissper. (R) 8.30 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.45 Shimmer and Shine. 
(R) 9.05 Little Princess. (R) 9.25 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 9.30 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.55 The 
Fairly OddParents. (R) 10.30 Dogs Make 
You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 10.55 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 11.55 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.55 Film: Fletch 
Lives. (1989) 2.45 Film: Willow. (1988) 
Fantasy adventure, starring Warwick 
Davis. 5.10 Film: Labyrinth. (1986) 
Fantasy adventure, starring Jennifer 
Connelly and David Bowie. 

7.05 Film: Walking on Sunshine. 

(2014) Premiere. A woman has a 
whirlwind romance in Italy and 
decides to get married. Her sister 
flies out to attend the wedding, but 
is shocked to discover that the 
groom is the man she loved and 
lost on a previous holiday. Musical 
comedy featuring a soundtrack of 
1980s pop songs, starring Hannah 
Arterton and Greg Wise. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Greatest 80s Movies. Ronni 
Ancona narrates a countdown of 
viewers’ favourite films from the 
decade, including ET, Top Gun, 
Ghostbusters, Beverly Hills Cop 
and Ferris Bueller’s Day Off. 
Christopher Lloyd chats about 
playing Doc Brown in the Back to 
the Future franchise, Breakfast 
Club star Judd Nelson reveals 
what life was really like in the Brat 
Pack and Corey Feldman recalls 
the first time he saw the pirate ship 
on the set of The Goonies. Zach 
Galligan shares the secrets of how 
the mogwai were brought to life in 
Gremlins and Paul Hogan talks 
about the success of Crocodile 
Dundee. (R) 

11.55 Film: Highlander. (1986) 

Immortal warriors must fight each 
other in duels to the death through 
the centuries, until only one 
survives. Fantasy action 
adventure, with Christopher 
Lambert and Sean Connery. 

2.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Top 20 Funniest. 
(R) 4.00 Criminals: Caught on Camera. 
(R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Birth of British Music 8.00 
Timeshift: The Last Days of Steam 9.00 
Tutankhamun: The Truth Uncovered 
10.00 Arena: American Epic 11.00 
Country at the BBC 12.00 The Secret 
Horse: Quest for the True Appaloosa 1.00 
Burma, My Father and the Forgotten 
Army 2.00 Horizon: Man on Mars - 
Mission to the Red Planet 3.00 
Tutankhamun: The Truth Uncovered 4.00 
Close 
ITV2 

11.45 Take Me Out 1.00 Film: A 

Cinderella Story (2004) 2.00 FYI Daily 
2.05 Film: A Cinderella Story (2004) 

3.05 Film: Space Chimps (2008) 4.05 
FYI Daily 4.10 Film: Space Chimps 
(2008) 4.40 Britain’s Got Talent 5.55 
Britain’s Got More Talent 6.55 Film: Red 
Riding Hood (2011) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 
Film: Red Riding Hood (2011) 9.00 Take 
Me Out-The Gossip 10.00 Family Guy 
11.30 American Dad! 12.25 The 
Cleveland Show 1.25 Through the 
Keyhole 2.15 Alesha Dixon: The Hot Desk 
2.25 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.50 Film: Columbo: The Greenhouse 
Jungle (1972) 1.20 A Touch of Frost 3.40 
Foyle’s War 5.55 Midsomer Murders 
8.00 Royal Stories 9.00 The Queen’s 
Garden 10.00 Law & Order: UK 12.05 
Wire in the Blood 3.20 May the Best 
House Win 5.05 In Loving Memory 
ITV4 

11.15 Live British Touring Car 
Championship. 6.00 Storage Wars 6.55 
Fishing Impossible 8.00 Premiership 
Rugby Union 9.00 Heroes and Villains: 
Caught on Camera 10.00 Film: Driven to 
Kill (2009) 11.00 FYI Daily 11.05 Film: 
Driven to Kill (2009) 12.05 River 
Monsters 1.05 Minder 2.05 Fifth Gear 
3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.35 The Goldbergs 1.30 Black-ish 2.00 
Baby Daddy 2.30 Kevin Can Wait 3.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 3.25 The Big Bang 
Theory 6.45 Film: The Three Musketeers 
(2011) 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
10.00 Rude Tube 11.00 8 Out of 10 Cats 
11.50 Tattoo Fixers on Holiday 2.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 2.45 Rude 
Tube 3.10 New Girl 3.30 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 Guadalcanal Diary (1943) 1.00 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid (2010) 2.50 Time 
Bandits (1981) 5.05 Johnny English 
(2003) 6.45 Shallow Hal (2001) 9.00 The 
Gunman (2015) 11.15 Rush (2013) 1.35 
Love & Other Drugs (2010) 3.50 Close 


Reader 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 



42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, An American in 
Paris, Bat out of Hell, Beautiful, Dreamgirls, 
Half a Sixpence, Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, 
Matilda, Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Girls, The Lion 
King, Wicked and more...! 


Not all shows are available on all breaks. 
Please call for details. 



NOW 

INCLUDING 


& 




Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 
/A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/Free time in London 


© b S h £149 


•95pp 


Quote Code: View product online at 
PLX651 www.omega-holidays.com 


TO CHOOSE FROM 


London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 


© b S’ h £159 


P .95pp 


Quote Code: View product online at 
UHA359 www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 
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E Tumble Track 
Twist Ladder 
Toddler Zone 

Battle Beam 
Giant Air Bag 

M 70 Interconnected Trampoline’s 
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Come and experience the 

in 

The Black Country 


Contact - 

0845 838 6214 

hello@gojumpin.com 

www.gojumpin.com 


^ jump in_walsall 
0 jump in trampoline arena 


Find us at - 


g jump in trampoline arena Bentley Mill Way 

Walsall 

f jump in trampoline arena walsall WS2 OBX 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Django Unchained, Channel 5,10pm 

A slave named Django is tracked down by eccentric 
German bounty hunter Dr King Schultz, who offers 
him his freedom in exchange for help bringing three 
criminals to justice. The unlikely allies continue their 
partnership after the job is done, and fight to rescue 
Django’s wife from a sadistic plantation owner. 

Quentin Tarantino’s Oscar-winning Western, starring 
Jamie Foxx and Christoph Waltz. (2012) 

TUESDAY 

Perfect Seduction, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Despite having left his girlfriend behind in New York 
City for a promotion in Portland, Brandon hopes that 
they can make things work long-distance. But his new 
co-worker Simone has other ideas and she 
impersonates both Brandon and his absent girlfriend 
in order to end their relationship. Thriller, starring 
Adrienne Frantz, Jon Cor and Ashley Leggat. (2015) 



WEDNESDAY 

Whiteout, Channel 4,1.50am 

A troubled US marshal stationed in Antarctica 
investigates the first-ever murder committed on the 
continent. As she pursues the killer across the ice, 
she uncovers the dark secret behind a Soviet plane 
crash 50 years earlier - but the harsh conditions 
could kill her before the murderer does. Thriller, 
starring Kate Beckinsale. (2009) 

THURSDAY 

Guilty at 17, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A teenager believes her friend when she lies about 
being sexually harassed by a teacher, and falsely 
claims to have witnessed an incident. When the 
accused teacher commits suicide, she is consumed 
with guilt and begins to suspect she has been 
deceived. Crime drama, starring Erin Sanders. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

She’s Out of My League, BBC1,11.25pm 

Distinctly average Kirk cannot believe his luck when 
he lands a date with the beautiful Molly. The pair 
embark on a relationship but Kirk’s insecurities lead 
him to question whether they belong together. 
Romantic comedy, starring Jay Baruchel. (2010) 


Series hopes that it won’t 
prove to be a tough sell 


I f you haven’t seen the trailers for 
this new sitcom starring former 
Inbetweeners James Buckley 
and Joe Thomas, it may come as a 
surprise to learn that the ‘white gold’ 
of the title refers to the PVC on 
double-glazed windows. But it’s an 
idea that the show’s creator, writer 
and director Damon Beesley is very 
familiar with. 

Beesley, who along with Ian 
Morris came up with The 
Inbetweeners, explains: “White 
Gold has lived in my head for thirty 
years. Ever since I heard my father 
describe the UPVC plastic which 
framed the double-glazed windows 
he sold as being ‘as valuable, gram 
for gram as gold’ I was captivated. 

“My dad was a double-glazing 
salesman in the early days of the 
industry, before double glazing 
salesman became the national 
pariahs that we all know and loathe. 
But back then, in the early 80s, 
white plastic windows were a status 
symbol of upward mobility.” 

And it’s that era that provides the 
backdrop for this show, as it takes us 
back to the Essex of 1983. Beesley 


sets the scene, saying: “While the 
miners’ strikes, picket-line riots and 
police brutality defined the story of 
the working classes across the land, 
in the South East business was 
booming. Under Thatcher’s Tory 
government, the national stock of 
council housing was effectively put 
up for sale with the introduction of 
the right to buy scheme. 

“And so a revolution of 
homeownership was born, and in 
this brave new world of 
individualism there was no better 
way to show the neighbours that 
you owned the house you lived in 
than getting shiny new double 
glazed windows fitted.” 

Of course, he also had a personal 
connection to this world. “As a kid, I 
remember visiting the showrooms 
that my dad worked in and being 
fascinated by the charismatic, brash 
and well-groomed young men that 
sat around all day laughing, 
smoking Rothman’s cigarettes, 
drinking tea, and occasionally 
selling to customers. 

“As a grown-up writer, there was 
something about these characters 


that stuck with me. These working- 
class men, with the gift of the gab 
and a hunger to succeed felt like a 
great way into the early 80s that 
maybe hadn’t been explored 
before.” 

In White Gold, we’re introduced to 
Vincent Swan (Ed Westwick), 
double glazing salesman 
extraordinaire. He’s handsome, 
confident and prepared to do 
whatever it takes to get a sale. 

His team at Cachet Windows also 
includes Fitzpatrick (Buckley), who 
can charm people out of their life 
savings, and Lavender (Thomas), 
whose politeness and moral 
compass tend to be a hindrance 
when it comes to securing a sale. 

In the first episode, Fitzpatrick 
becomes the subject of a bet as he 
tries to pull the ultimate salesman’s 
con - selling new windows to 
someone who’s recently shelled out 
for the exact same product. 
Meanwhile, Vincent has his own 
challenge to deal with as he 
attempts to convince an old 
colleague to join him in the double- 
glazing business. 



Ed Westwick stars in White Gold, Wednesday, BBC2,10pm 



MONDAY 

Prince Philip: 70 Years of Service 
ITV, 9pm 

It was recently announced that Prince Philip is to 
step down from public duties - and given that he’s 
95, it would be hard to grudge him his retirement. In 
this documentary, Alan Titchmarsh looks back at the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s 70 years in the spotlight, which 
saw him go from a naval officer to the longest- 
serving royal consort in British history. Titchmarsh 
has interviewed Prince Philip on several occasions, 
and he shares his insights into the man credited 
with helping to modernise the royal family. He also 
hears from some of those closest to him and gets a 
chance to see the Duke eoff-duty’ at the recent 
Royal Windsor Horse Show, and the programme 
asks what his decision will mean for the monarchy. 

TUESDAY 
Broken 
BBC1,9pm 

Sean Bean has been fortunate to work with 
screenwriter Jimmy McGovern already on drama 
anthology Accused, which scored him a BAFTA 
nomination. And the pair have joined forces again 
for this new landmark drama, which follows Fr 
Michael Kerrigan (Bean), the modern, maverick and 
reassuringly flawed parish priest in an impoverished 



working-class community. Over six episodes, we 
will see Fr Kerrigan trying to make a difference in 
his parishioners’ lives, while struggling coming to 
terms with his own troubled past and testing 
vocation.Tonight, Fr Michael meets Christina 
Fitzsimmons (Anna Friel), a mother of three who 
works at the local betting shop. When her 
attendance in Church sparks an unfortunate 
chain of events, she is left with no way to feed 
her children and comes up with a desperate 
plan. Will she go through with it, or can Fr 
Michael offer the family a lifeline? 

WEDNESDAY 
The Met: Policing London 
BBC1, 9pm 

New series. Documentary following officers 
from Britain’s biggest and busiest police 
force as they deal with life, death, crime 
and its victims across London. In the 
first episode, police constables 
Laura Walker and Oz Bhatti 
patrol the streets of Westminster, 
but are later called upon as back 
up when an impromptu summer 
party in Hyde Park descends 
into chaos. Meanwhile in 
Stratford, East London, Sergeant 


Vicky Kneale responds to concerns from local 
residents about the borough’s prostitution problem. 

THURSDAY 

Paula 

BBC2, 9pm 

According to the old proverb, revenge 
is a dish best served cold. Try telling 
that to the title character of this new, 
three-part drama, which is the first 
TV project for acclaimed Olivier 
and Tony award-winning 
playwright Conor McPherson. 
There is nothing cold here - 
calculating, yes, but it’s all 
done with fire and passion. 
Paula is a Dublin-based 
science teacher. She’s 
respected by her 
colleagues and 
pupils, but her life is 
about to spiral 
dangerously out of 
control when she 
meets James, a 
decidedly dodgy 
wheeler dealer. 
He arrives at 



her home to sort out a rat infestation, but stays for a 
torrid one-night stand. Paula is then drawn into his 
murky world, and suddenly, she can’t escape from 
him - and his actions have an impact on her job, 
family and friends. But how far will she go to get 
James out of her life? 


FRIDAY 

Count Arthur Strong 
BBC1,8.30pm 

This sitcom only seems to crop up at two yearly 
intervals - the previous series were broadcast in 
2013 and 2015 - so it’s easy for viewers to forget 
just how entertaining Steve Delaney’s alter ego can 
be. Still, last week’s opening episode served as a 
welcome reminder of the out-of-work actor and 
showbiz legend (in his own mind least) Count 
Arthur Strong’s charms, and there are more laughs 
this week as John the Watch’s former criminal 
associates start taking an interest in Bulent’s cafe. 
But which of the breakfast options will they prefer? 

Lethal Weapon 
ITV, 9pm 

While investigating a series of violent crimes 
connected to a church, Riggs faces a moral 
dilemma of his own when the first anniversary of 
Miranda’s death sends him to a new low. 


SUIVIIVIER 



HUGE 

Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 



RANGE 

Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 




O Old Buildings Removed 
0 Asbestos Disposal 
0 Base Laying Service 
0 Free Quotations 





CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Prices from 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Prices from 

Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 
Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


Prices from 

7ft x 5ft £599 


£1699 
£3299 

0 Huge Range 0 Made To Measure Service 0 Lined & Insulated Options 0 Quality At Competitive Prices 


8ft x 8ft £789 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it BETTA 




FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 


Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily basis until you 
fill the vacancy 


Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Booth Farm 

accommodation (5) 

4. Where clinkers 
are found, path 
is diverted to the 
south (3,4) 

8. Its name is 
changed by the 
occupants (7) 

9. The rubbish that 
people are willing to 
swallow! (5) 

10. A very small coin 
for a tiny child (4) 

11. See 13 down 

13. Unusually old, 
turnip-headed 
numskull (4) 

14. See 23 Across 

16. Made a signal - 
gets rude, maybe 
( 8 ) 

17. Not being used as 
an image, we hear 
(4) 

20. Lawn is attractive 
when put back (5) 

21 & 5 Dn Those 
who take a cold 
bath don’t find 
themselves in 
trouble (3,4,3,5) 

22. Group not charged 
- allowed to leave 
(3,4) 

23 & 14Ac. Much 
comes from 
splendid distribution 
of cards (5,4) 


Down 

1. They record earth- 
shaking events (13) 

2. Let in to make a 
confession (5) 

3. This fills the cracks 
in the instrument (4) 

4. Some of the plans 
were to hide the 
solution (6) 

5. See 21 Across 

6. Letter of introduction 

(7) 

7. In the main it’s back 
to front (5-8) 

12. Fish to be all at sea! 

( 8 ) 

13 & 11 Ac. Far-flung 
tale from remote 
connection (7,8) 

15. Animal used in 
hunting the first of 
the buzzards, a bird 
of prey (6) 

18. Lacking smartness 

- needs to be sorted 
out (5) 

19. Kind of party 
forming part of the 
fiesta, gentlemen 
(4) 



Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Stage furnishings (5) 

1. Discriminate (13) 

4. Artist (7) 

2. Pursue (5) 

8. Praise insincerely (7) 

3. Roster (4) 

9. Bewitch (5) 

10. Large jug (4) 

4. Rector (6) 

11. Rider (8) 

5. Cut (8) 

13. Merit (4) 

6. Obstruct (7) 

14. Impure (4) 

7. Recollections (13) 

16. Hand over (8) 

12. Expectation (8) 

17. Joy (4) 

13. Issue ( 7 ) 

20. Semi-precious stone (5) 

21. Colossal (7) 

15. Epistle (6) 

22. Builder (7) 

18. Spear (5) 

23. Squeeze (5) 

19. Halt (4) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 


CRYPTIC - Across: 3 Addresses; 8 Tour; 

9 Deduction; 10 Rubber; 11 Metre; 14 Loose; 

15 Ever; 16 Right; 18 Nuns; 20 Rules; 21 Doubt; 
24 Martin; 25 Defaulted; 26 Toil; 27 Otherwise. 
Down: 1 Startling; 2 Dumbfound; 4 Deer; 

5 Route; 6 Satire; 7 Eros; 9 Defer; 11 Might; 

12 Evolution; 13 Presently; 17 Tread; 19 Solace; 
22 Below; 23 Left; 24 Mess. 

QUICK - Across: 3 Spectator; 8 Norm; 

9 Accoutred; 10 Intact; 11 Penal; 14 Niche; 

15 Lame; 16 Deter; 18 Thor; 20 Eager; 

21 Reach; 24 Decant; 25 Bilateral; 26 Slur; 

27 Blandness. Down: 1 Indignity; 2 Protector; 

4 Pact; 5 Close; 6 Astral; 7 Over; 9 Acted; 

11 Patch; 12 Laughable; 13 Territory; 17 Repel; 
19 Remain; 22 Clean; 23 Bill; 24 Dais. 


Quiz 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 


4. 




What do we call the scavenger bird Corvus 
corax? 

What is the capital of Australia’s Northern 
Territory? 

What is the main constituent of the alloy 
pewter? 

Which plant is the Scottish national 
symbol? 

What is the capital of Chechnya? 


6. What is traditionally the official residence of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer? 

7. What was boxer Joe Louis’s nickname? 

8. Which cotton fabric is named after the Iraqi 
city Mosul? 

9. What is the name of the Atlantic-Pacific sea 
route around the north of Canada? 

10. Which Broadway award is named after 
actress and producer Antoinette Perry? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Magnetic field; 2 Marcel Marceau; 
3 Guernsey; 4 Green Monkey Disease; 

5 A loofah; 6 Christian Scientists; 7 Egypt; 
8 Joan Collins; 9 Gasoline; 10 Euripides. 
Niner: UPHOLSTER 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


7629183 gives a tube station, 

457453 gives a second tube station, 

89154 gives a commuter town. 




USE YOUR LOFT 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 


„ , We also fit loft flooring, lighting 

: Long Safety Side Handles* an( j r00 f W j n dows. 


theloftJrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

•5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) • 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified jobs for 5 nights 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice -We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 

•Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 or email tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 




Star^TraveL 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


CLASSICAL 

SPECTACULAR 

AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 



Departing Saturday 18 November 2017 


Price Includes... 


Quote Code: RGW267 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A Choir ticket (face value of £25) for Classical 
Spectacular on Saturday 18 November at the Royal 
Albert Hall (upgrades available at a supplement) 

✓ Free time in London 


2 days, by coach 

£l49- 95pp 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


OLYMPIA 

THE LONDON INTERNATIONAL 
HORSE SHOW 



For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


Quote Code: WRW637 


Price Includes.. 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 
30 miles of central London with full English 
breakfast 

✓ A ticket (face value £44.75 plus booking fee) 
for the Saturday evening show at Olympia 
(upgrades available at a supplement) 

✓ Free time in central London 


2 days, by coach 

only £ 159 .... 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 
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Croatia's charmina caoita 





ZAGREB is one of Europe’s youngest capital 
cities, as the cultural and administrative 
hub for Croatia, which finally gained 
independence in 1991 after the collapse of 
Communist Yugoslavia. 

Located between the River Sava and the slopes of 
Medvednica Mountain and known as ‘Little Vienna’, the 
city’s main public buildings, shopping arcades, elegant 
apartments and picture perfect parks were built after 
an earthquake in 1880. They were constructed in the 
opulent style befitting one of the major cities of the 
Austro-Hungarian empire. 

The city is festooned with statuary. Even the most 
humble facade is not complete without some caryatid 
or god-like adornment watching over the streets below. 
In modern folklore it is said that these guardians of the 
urban environment sometimes climb down for a stroll in 
the wee hours. It’s a pity they couldn’t catch the graffiti 
artists whose tags are everywhere, a scourge that 
affects many European cities. 

Modern office towers now compete in size with the 
suburban high-rise blocks thrown up to house workers 
during the boom years of Marshall Tito’s Yugoslavia. 

But the twin towers of the city’s neo-Gothic cathedral, 
also constructed after the earthquake, still dwarf all 
other contenders as Zagreb’s tallest building. 

The city is built on two hills, the Gradec and Kaptol. 
The former has St Mark’s Church with its colourful 
tiled roof showing coats of arms for Croatia’s regions 
(including the red and white checks familiar from 
the national football team shirt). It is flanked by the 
president’s palace and the Croatian Parliament. It is 
reached by a funicular cliff railway, or steep steps or a 
road that climbs through the Stone Gate, a medieval 
gateway/chapel containing an icon of the Virgin Mary 
and baby Jesus that is venerated by devout Catholics. 
Kaptol has the Cathedral and vibrant daily Dolac Market. 


Between the hills is Tkalciceva, a long street lined by 
restaurants and bars. Try Strukli, a savoury or sweet 
Zagreb dish that is somewhere between lasagne and 
bread and butter pudding, or a glass of the outstanding 
local beer Pivovara Medvedgrad’s Fakin IPA. 

Croatia may be a new state but the Croatian identity 
and language goes back centuries. The strong pride in 
the achievements of this small nation perhaps explain 
the incredible plethora of museums and art galleries. 

With most visitors to Croatia heading for the coast, 
and the city’s own population numbering well under a 


million, you are not going to be swamped by crowds. 

Highlights include: The Museum of Broken 
Relationships; donated items, from an axe used to 
smash up a cheating girlfriend’s furniture to a mother’s 
suicide note, illustrate touching stories (in English) 
collected from around the world. This poignant 
exhibition will not leave you unmoved. 

Mimara; a vast and highly varied collection of art and 
valuable objects collected by Wiltrud and Ante Topic 
Mimara and housed in a palatial former school. 

Museum of Arts and Crafts; the religious icons and 


wooden statues are in themselves worth the visit, but 
there is much, much more. 

Croatian Museum of Naive Art; colourful folk art 
meets Balkan surrealism. 

Zagreb can easily be explored on foot, if footsore, 
hop onto a tram, tickets from the many Tisak kiosks. 
Save some kuna with a 24 or 72-hour Zagreb card which 
offers use of the ZET city transportation (trams, buses, 
funicular), admission to four museum/galleries and the 
zoo, plus discounts for other attractions. 

Leon Burakowski 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www.cottons.co.uk 


Forthcoming 
Auction 



Cottons 

CHANTmo SlIKVtYOIII 


THE OLD FARMHOUSE. ASHFLATS LANE, STAFFORD 
GUIDE PRICE £ £240,000 - £260,000 (+FEES) 



36 LOTS INCLUDED 

For full details of our lots available, or 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 


27 NORWICH ROAD, WALSALL 
GUIDE PRICE £65,000 - £70,000 (+FEES) 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


THURSDAY 25TH MAY 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 

Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 


DEFINITION OF GUIDE PRICES DEFINITION OF RESERVE PRICE 

The guide price is an indication of the seller’s current minimum price expectation at auction and the guide price, or The reserve price is the seller’s minimum acceptable price at auction and the figure below which the auctioneer cannot sell. It is usual, 

range of guide prices, is given to assist prospective purchasers. The guide price can be adjusted by the seller at any not always the case that a provisional resen/e is agreed between the seller and the auctioneer at the start of marketing and the Final 

time up to the day of the auction in light of the interest shown during the marketing period and bidders will be Reserve Price will be agreed between the auctioneer and the seller prior to the auction sale. Whilst the reserve price is confidential it wi 

notified of this change on our website and by the auctioneer prior to the lot being offered. usually be set within the quoted guide range and in any event will not exceed the highest quoted guide price. 




FGR10 AND FGR16 RAYMOND CLOSE, WALSALL 
GUIDE PRICE £4,000 - £5,000 (+FEES) PER FGR 



52 PROSSER STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON 
GUIDE PRICE £35,000 - £40,000 (+FEES) 



9 STAR CLOSE, WALSALL 
GUIDE PRICE £60,000 - £65,000 (+FEES) 


23 CHARTERS AVENUE, CODSALL, WOLVERHAMPTON 
GUIDE PRICE £160,000 - £175,000 (+FEES) 


600 PARKFIELD ROAD, WOLVERHAMPTON 
GUIDE PRICE £49,000 - £59,000 (+FEES) 


111 NEACHELLS LANE, WOLVERHAMPTON 
GUIDE PRICE £90,000 - £96,000 (+FEES) 


63 WALLACE ROAD, BILST0N 
GUIDE PRICE £59,000 - £69,000 (+FEES) 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Two-bedroomed 
semi-detached in 
sought-after area 

A superb two-double-bedroomed semi-detached 
house in Tanacetum Drive, Walsall, lies on a 
sought-after estate. 

It is for sale through Redstones at £125,000 with no 
chain. 

Its accommodation briefly comprises a reception 
hall, a fitted kitchen, a lounge with a feature fireplace, 
two double bedrooms, a family bathroom, front and 
rear gardens and off-road parking. 

The kitchen overlooks the front of the home. It 
has a heated towel rail, matching wall, base and 
drawer units, roll top work surfaces, a four-ring gas 
hob, an electric oven, extractor hood, plumbing and 
appliance space, tiled surrounds and an extractor 
fan. The lounge has patio doors to the rear garden, a 
feature fireplace and stairs to the first floor. 

Upstairs, bedroom one has a built-in wardrobe and 
overlooks the front of the property. Bedroom two 
overlooks the rear. 

The family bathroom has a window to the side, a 
panelled bath with an electric Mira shower over, a 
low level WC, pedestal wash hand basin and tiled 
surrounds, an airing cupboard and an extractor fan. 

Outside, there is a front garden with a driveway 
providing off-road parking and a gate to the rear. To 
the rear there is a patio, lawned garden and gate to 
the front. 

The selling agents are expecting a lot of interest 
to be shown in the sale of this home. Viewings are 
strongly advised. 

Redstones was established in 2003 with the aim of 
providing exceptional customer service in a sector 
with a reputation for delivering the opposite, said a 
company spokesman. 

“Today we are an expanding network of 
independently run estate agents and letting agents, 
all offering the first-rate standards that epitomise the 
Redstones brand. 

“At Redstones, our focus is on delivering a unique 
range of services tailored to the very real needs of our 
customers.” 


WALSALL £125,000 




MNA Media 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


They're sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 
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Sales Team 


Established 1994 


rightmove. 


In Ar.ALa&d 


PELSALL 

WALSALL ROAD 



• Traditional Home 

• Lounge 

• Dining Room 

• Kitchen 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

GATCOMBE CLOSE 



> Family Home 

* Entrance Porch 
►Hallway, Lounge 

> Kitchen/ diner 


BLOXWICH 

LYDFORD ROAD 




BLOXWICH 

DOWNFIELD CLOSE 


663399 

74c Park Road 
Bloxwich WS3 3SW 

E: sales@webbsestateagents.co.uk 
W: webbsestateagents.co.uk 


Free 

Valuations 


No Sale 
No Fee 


Experienced 


• Through Hallway, 

• Lounge Diner, 

| • Extended Breakfast Kitchen, 

• Sitting Room. 


• Further Entrance Hallway, 

• Two Double Extended Bedrooms and 

• Bathroom. 

• Block Paved Drivewav. 


WALSALL 

CALTHORPE CLOSE 





• Entrance Hall 

• Through Hallway 

• Lounge 

• Family Room 

• Dining Room 


• Conservatory 

• Kitchen, Guest WC 

• Three Double Bedrooms 

• Refitted Family Bathroom 

• Must Be Viewed 


£309,950 Offers In the Region 


AKRON GATE 

MERCURY DRIVE 



• Modem Home 

• Lounge, WC 

• Generous Kitchen/Diner 

• 3 Bedrooms 


• Ensuite to Master 

• Bathroom 

• Gardens 

• Drivewav 


WILLENHALL 

COPPICE LANE 



• Extended Bungalow 
| • Through Hallway, 

• Lounge Diner, 

| • Study 


• Refitted Kitchen, 

• Conservatory, 

• Three/Four Bedrooms 

• Bathroom. 


£329,950 OFFERS OVER 




> Detached Family Home 

> Sought After Location 
>Hallway, Lounge 

»Dining Room. 


• Conservatory 

• Refitted Kitchen, WC 

• 4 Bedrooms 

• Refitted Bathroom 


Offers Over £270,000 


WALSALL 

GILLITY CLOSE 



* Dorma Detached Bungalow 

* Entrance Hallway 

* large Family Lounge 

* Seven Bedrooms 

* Bathroom and Shower Room 


Sitting Room 
Kitchen/diner, Utility 
En-suite and shower room 
Gardens 
Double Garage 


OFFERS OVER £520,000 


CHESLYN HAY 

LITTLEWOOD LANE 

I.. * — ' 



»New Build Bungalow 
»Sought After Location 
»Through Hallway 
»Lounge/Diner 


WALSALL 

BUCHANAN ROAD 

- i I 





»4/5 Bed Detached 
»Offering Great Potential 
» Backing onto Walsall Aboretum 
» Hall. 2 Reception Rooms 


• 5th Bedroom/Sitting Room 

• Dining Kitchen 

• 4 Bedroom, Shower Room 

• Generous Gardens 


OFFERS OVER £360,000 


















































PROPERTY 





Extended four-bedroomed detached in cul-de-sac 



13th JUNE 2017 


Entries to date include: 

Detached, Semi-Detached Houses 
& Bungalows 

Properties for Renovation 
Vacant Possession & Investments 
Ground Rents 
Paddock of Land 

Further entries invited 


Being extended, this four- 
bedroomed detached property in 
Silverstone Close, Bentley, lies in 
a cul-de-sac location. 

It is for sale through L&S Prestige 
Estates at £189,995. 

Its accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance hall, lounge, 
dining room, fitted kitchen, rear 
sitting room, guest WC, utility area 
and ground floor shower room. 


BENTLEY 

£ 189,995 


To the first floor are four bedrooms 
and a family bathroom. The property 
also has double glazing and gas 
central heating throughout. 

Outside there is driveway parking 
and a garden area to the fore with an 
enclosed garden to the rear. 


The property is superbly situated 
for easy access to a wide range of 
local amenities, a choice of popular 
local schools and excellent transport 
links. It is in need of some cosmetic 
improvements in parts but has 
excellent potential for comfortable 
family living given the location and 
size of the accommodation on offer. 

Contact L&S Prestige on 01902 
606 595 or visit www.prestige- 
estatesuk.com 


Please Register for Catalogue 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton WV1 4BL 

(01902) 710626/424044 

Email: swashauctions@btconnect.com 
www.kstuartswash.co.uk 


// *-*•——^ 

Chartered Surveyors [fraser wood 


Estate Agents 



EPC: E 




BEECHWOOD AVENUE, WEDNESFIELD 

. Semi-Detached House 
. Three Bedroom 
. Lounge/Dining Room 
. Kitchen 
. Conservatory 

. UP VC DG. GCH _ 


£625pcm - plus fees 


WOODBRIDGE CLOSE, SHELFIELD 

. Terraced House 
. Hallway, Lounge 
. Kitchen, Bathroom 
. Three Bedrooms 
. Part UPVC, GCH 
. Rear Garden 


HIGH VIEW, WALSALL 

, First Floor Flat 
, Opportunity To Buy 
, Over 55’s Only 
, Communal Laundry 
, Lounge / Dining Room 
, Kitchen, Bathroom, Car Park 
, Two Bedrooms, DG, E7 Heating 


WELLINGTON HOUSE, WALSALL 

. First Floor Flat 
. Lounge, Dining Area 
. Kitchen, Bathroom 
. Two Bedrooms 
. UPVC DG, GCH 

. Communal Courtyard _ 


m 

EPC: E 






COPPICE ROAD, WALSALL 

Semi-Detached House 
Two Bedrooms 
Lounge, Dining Room 
Kitchen, Bathroom 
UPVC DG, GCH 

Driveway, Garage _ 


£500pcm - plus fees 


LI | 


SUTTON ROAD, WALSALL 

. First Floor Flat 
. Communal Entrance 
. Reception Hall 
. Lounge, Breakfast Kitchen 
. Two Bedrooms 
. GCH. Garage 


WARDLES LANE, GREAT WYRLEY 

. Second Floor flat 
. Hallway, Fitted Kitchen 
. Lounge With Balcony Off 
. Three Bedrooms 
. Bathroom With Shower 
. Terrace. GCH, UPVC DG _ 


£475pcm - plus fees 


PARKLANDS GARDENS, WALSALL 

. Second floor flat 
. Two Bedrooms 
. Lounge 
. Kitchen 
. Bathroom 
. Garage 


CHURCH STREET, DARLASTON 

. Ground Floor Flat 
. One Bedroom 
. Lounge, Kitchen 
. Shower Room 
. UPVC Double Glazing 
. Electric Heating 


£350pcm - plus fees 


VICTORIA TERRACE, WALSALL 

. First/Second Floor Flat 
. Entrance Hallway 
. One Double Bedroom 
. Lounge, Kitchen 
. Bathroom 

. Storage Heaters _ 



Due to record lettings 
Properties are urgently 
required In ALL AREAS 

"Don'tdetoy. c*N 
Fraser Wood today" 

01922 707500 


An application fee of £200 inclusive of VAT is charged for upto two applications sharing the same property 

www.fraser-wood.co.uk 

15 Lichfield Street, Walsall 
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Do you want one of these? Then get one of these! 



iOLDEN BRICKS 

Estates Ltd 


SOLD 




•LDEN BRICKS 

Estates Ltd 


FOR SALE 


Sell from just 


£475 


inc VAT* 


Call Today for your Free No Obligation Valuation 
Office telephone 01543 728772 
www.goldenbricks.co.uk 
enquiries@goldenbricks.co.uk 



3 bedroom cottage 
No upward chain Must be seen 


£265,000 


Trinity Road, 
Short Heath 



3 Bed semi-detached with 
garage No chain. Must be seen 

£145,000 

*Promo price ends 31st May 2017 


Norbroom Drive, 
Newport 



3 Bedroom semi-detached 
with garage, C.H. and D.G. 


Find us on 


First choice in Estate Agents 
for Residential Sales & Lettings. 


facebook 


$ rightmove 
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46 High Road, Lane Head, Willenhall, WV12 4JQ 


UPPER PENN 


COPPICE FARM 


SHORT HEATH 


SHORT HEATH 



GREAT HALL 
GROVE, W'TON 

Five Bedroom 
Executive Detached, 
Lounge & Seperate 
Study, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen/ 

Diner, Conservatory, 
Guest W.C, Family 
Bathroom, En-Suite 
to both Master & 
Bedroom 2, Office/ 
Den, Double Garage 
& Off Road Parking 



HEBDEN GROVE, 
WILLENHALL 

Four/Five Bed 
J*. Detached, Lounge/ 
■ Diner, Modern 
I Fitted Kitchen, 

' Separate Utility 
j Room, Play Room/ 

_J Gym, Conservatory, 

3 Family Bathroom, 

* En-Suite Shower To 
Master, D/Glazing & 
C/Heating, Off Road 
Parking & Garage 



SHERLOCK CL, 
WILLENHALL 

* Two Bed Detached 
Bungalow, Lounge, 
-j .Impressive 17ft x 


12ft Conservatory, 
Kitchen/Diner With 
Fitted Appliances, 
Family Bathroom, 
Gated Driveway, 
g_ _ Garage, Front & 
P* Rear Gardens, 
Viewing Strongly 
Advised! 



MILL LANE, 
WILLENHALL 

Impressive Three 
Bed Detatched 
Bungalow, 25ft 
Lounge, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen, 

Utility Room, Family 
Bathroom, En-Suite 
Shower To Master, 
D/Glazing & 0/ 
Heating, Extensive 
Off Road Parking, 
Rear Garden 


£650,000 

£270,000 

OIEO £250,000 

OIEO £250,000 


BENTLEY 

SUMMER HAYES 

RIVERPOINT 

WILLENHALL 



SILVERSTONE 
CLOSE, WALSALL 

Extended Four Bed 
Detached, Louge, 
Dining Room, Fitted 
Kitchen, Sitting 
Room, Guest W.C 
& Shower Room, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & 0/ 
Heating, Driveway 
Parking, Front 
And Rear Garden, 
Viewing Advised! 



EDINBURGH DR, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Dormer 
Bungalow, Spacious 
Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen Diner, Utility 
Room, Garden/Play 
Room, One Ground 
Floor & Two First 
Floor Bedrooms, 
Driveway & Garage, 
Stunning Rear 
Gardens 



RIVERBANK RD, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Semi, 
Lounge Open Plan 
Into Diner, Fitted 
Kitchen, Family 
Bathroom, En-Suite 
Shower Room To 
Master, Double 
Glazing & Central 
Heating, Front & 
Rear Gardens, 
Driveway & Garage, 
Viewing Advised! 



LYDNEY CLOSE, 
WILLENHALL 

Extended Three 
Bed Semi, Spacious 
Lounge, Fitted 
‘ Kitchen/Diner, 23ft 
, Sitting/ Dining 
Room, Utility Room, 
Guest W.C, Family 
Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & C/Heating, 
Front and Rear 
Gardens, Driveway 
Parking, Cul-De-Sac 


£189,995 

£185,000 

£175,000 

£165,000 


COUNTY BRIDGE 

QUEENS LEA 

SHORT HEATH 

BLOXWICH 



YORK AVENUE, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Semi 


Detached, Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen/ 
Diner, Conservatory, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Front & 
Rear Gardens, 
Driveway Parking, 
Viewing Advised 



QUEENS LEA, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed End 
Town House, 19Ft 
j Lounge/Diner, 
Conservatory, Fitted 
Kitchen, Covered 
Outbuildings With 
Storage, Family 
Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Off Road 
Parking, Enclosed 
Rear Garden 



LAKELOT CLOSE, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed End Town 
House, Spacious 
Lounge/Diner, 
Modern Fitted 
Kitchen, Guest W.C, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Allocated 
Off Road Parking, 
Enclosed Rear 
Garden, Viewing 
Advised! 



SNEYD LANE, 
BLOXWICH 

Two Bed Semi 
Detached, Lounge, 
Spacious Dining 
Room, Fitted 
Kitchen, Guest 
W.C, Two Double 
Bedrooms, 
Bathroom With Bath 
& Shower, D/Glazing 
& C/Heating, 
Enclosed Rear 
Garden. 


OIEO £140,000 

OIEO £125,000 

OIEO £125,000 

£110,000 


WEDNESFIELD 

QUEENS LEA 

SUMMER HAYES 

SHORT HEATH 



NEACHELLS LANE, 

Three Bed 
Detached, Two 
Spacious Reception 
Rooms, Fitted 
Kitchen/Diner, First 
Floor Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Off Road 
Parking, Enclosed 
Rear Garden, 
Viewing Advised! 



SHEPHERD DRIVE, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Semi 
Detached, 20ft 
Lounge/Diner, Fitted 
H| Kitchen, Covered 
P Outbuildings, Guest 
W.C, First Floor 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Front & 
Rear Gardens, Great 
FTB! 



IHrMP*2MIV 


BRIDGNORTH GR, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed First Floor 
Flat, Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen, Family 
Bathroom, UPVC 
Double Glazing, 
Front Garden & 
External Storage, 

| Garage In Separate 
Block, Popular 
Location, Viewing 
Advised! 



COPPICE OAK, 
WILLENHALL 

Executive Four Bed 
Detached, Spacious 
Lounge, Dining 
Room, Feature 
Conservatory, 
Modern Fitted 
Kitchen, Guest W.C, 
Two En-Suites, 
Family Bathroom, 
Ample Parking, 
Gated Development 


£110,000 

OIEO £105,000 

£85,000 

Offers Over £270,000 


COPPICE FARM 

THE MANOR 

BENTLEY 

WILLENHALL 



MAREE GROVE, 
WILLENHALL 

Four Bed Detached 
House, Spacious 
Lounge, Separate 
Dining Room, 
Modern Fitted 
Kitchen, Utility 
Room, Guest W.C, 
En-Suite Shower 
Room To Master, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating. 



BANK STREET, 
WILLENHALL 

Four Bedroom 
Semi Detached, 
Lounge, Dining 
Room, Breakfast 
Kitchen, Utility 
Room, Ground Floor 
Shower Room, 
Music/Hobby 
[ Room, First Floor 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating. 





INGLEDEW 
CLOSE, WALSALL 

Extended Three 
Bed Link Detached, 
Lounge, Extended 
Dining Room, 
Extended Kitchen, 
Ground Floor W.C, 
Modern Family 
Bathroom, Gas 
Central Heating, 
UPVC Double 
I Glazing, Carport & 
Driveway 


STROUD AVENUE, 
WILLENHALL 



Sold In Under 
7 Days 


Similar 

Properties Required 


Buyers Waiting 


OIEO £235,000 

£215,000 

£155,000 

£155,000 






BLOXWICH ^ 

BRACKENDALE 

SUMMER HAYES 

WILLENHALL 

QUEENS LEA 

WILLENHALL 

ASHMORE PARK 

r WILLENHALL 




^Jgjj 


BROAD LANE, BLOXWICH 

Extended Four Bed Semi, 

Through Lounge, Dining Room, 
Fitted Kitchen, Separate Utility, 
Guest W.C, Conservatory, Family 
Bathroom, En-Suite To Master Bed, 
Ample Off Road Parking, Enclosed 
Rear G arden Viewing Ad vised! 
£725 PCM 




REDPINE CREST, WILLENHALL 

Immaculate Three Bed Semi, 
Lounge, Impressive Fitted Kitchen/ 
Diner, Modern Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/Heating, Front & 
Rear Gardens, Driveway & Garage, 
Popular Location. Mu s t View ! 

. £695 PCM 




PERRY HALL DRIVE, WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Link Detached Bungalow, 
Lounge/Diner, Breakfast Kitchen, 
Bathroom With Shower, Utility Area, 
Garage, D/Glazing & C/Heating, 
Front & Rear Gardens, Sought After 

. £650 PCM 




i'll 


■ m l1 


SQUIRES GATE ROAD, WILLENHALL 

Two Bedroom Mid Terrace, Fitted 


Kitchen, Lounge, Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/Heating, Enclosed 
Rear Garden, Allocated Parking, 
Mus^M/iewed!^^ 

. £550 PCM 



SHEPHERD DRIVE, WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Mid Terrace, 19ft Through 


Lounge, Fitted Kitchen, Family 
Bathroom, Two Double Bedrooms, 


D/Glazina & C/Heatina 

. £525 PCM 


£ 


Jt if 



TEMPLE ROAD, WILLENHALL 

Three Bed End Terrace, Lounge, 


Kitchen/Diner, Ground Floor 
Bathroom, D/Glazing & C/Heating, 
Front Yard & Rear Garden, Available 


Immediately 


. £515 PCM . 




RUSSELL CLOSE, WEDNESFIELD 

One Bed Ground Floor Flat, Lounge, 


Fitted Kitchen, Double Bedroom, 
Shower Room, D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Private Rear Garden, Cul- 
De-Sac Locatioii^^^^^^^^^^ 

£450 PCM 


I 


CIRCUIT CLOSE, WILLENHALL 

First Floor One Bed Flat, Generous 


Lounge, Fitted Kitchen, Modern 
Bathroom, Double Glazing, 


Commun^Parkina^^ 

. £375 PCM 


Willenhall 01902 606595 www.prestige-estatesuk.com | a*** | 


rightmovec 
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Walsall 


nil mi |j^|| 


7 Queens Parade, Walsall, WS3 2EX 



• Three Storey Semi-Detached 


• Five Generous Bedrooms 


• Three Reception Rooms 


• Kitchen/Conservatory 


• Original Features Throughout 


• EPC - E 


^ £350,000 

/ 



Bamford Road.Bloxwich 

• Impressive Extended Family Home 

• Living Kitchen with Integrated Appliances 

• Conservatory 

• Guest Cloakroom a Utility Room 

• Four Generous Bedrooms 

• Refitted Bathroom with Waterproof TV 

• NO CHAIN 

• EPC - C 




Victoria Terrace,Walsall 


• Victorian Apartment 


• Ground Floor 


• Lounge with Open Fireplace 


• Superb Views 


• Two Double Bedrooms 


• EPC-E 


^ £275,000 

A 



Walton Heath,Turnberry Estate 

• Detached Family Home 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Four Generous Bedrooms 

• En-Suite Bathroom 

• Off Road Parking 

• EPC - D 

£275,000 




Downfield Close,Turnberry Estate 


• Immaculately Family Home 

• Four Bedrooms 

• High Standard Kitchen and Bathroom 

• Refitted En-Suite to the Master 

• Cul-De-Sac Location 

• Garage & Off Road Parking 

• Beautifully Presented Rear Garden 

• EPC - D 






Astbury Close,Turnberry Estate 


• Beautifully Presented Detached Home 

• Extension Potential (sttp) 


• Immaculate Lounge with Stone Fireplace 

• Cul-de-Sac Location 


• Superb Open Plan Kitchen/Conservatory 

• Attractive Gardens 


• En-Suite to Master 

• Must Be Viewed 


• Garage & Off Road Parking 

• EPC - TBC 


^ £230,000 


J 



i 


Wilkes Avenue,Bentley 


• Traditionally Styled 1950’s Semi-Detached 

• Many Character Features 


• Off Road Parking & Side Garage 

• Easy Access to the M6 


• Two Reception Rooms 

• Landscaped Rear Garden 


• Conservatory 

• Viewing Essential 


• Fitted Kitchen 

• EPC - TBC 


^ £165,000 


J 



Waters Keep,Leamore 


• Light and Airy Lounge 


• Spacious Kitchen / Diner 


• Downstairs W.C 


• Rear French Doors 


• Three Spacious Bedrooms 


• Family Bathroom 


V From £136,500 

J 




Harden Road,Leamore 

• Spacious Three Bedroom Semi-Detached 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Modern Fitted Kitchen 

• Refitted Bathroom 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Double Glazing 

• Off Road Parking 

• EPC - D 



Alumwell Road,Walsall 

• Three Bedroom Semi-Detached 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Porch 

• Lounge 

• Family Friendly Rear Garden 

• Off Road Parking 

• Easy Access to the M6 Motorway 

• EPC - D 


- ; LttM 



Waters Keep,Leamore 


• Light and Airy Lounge 


• Spacious Kitchen / Diner 


• Downstairs W.C 


• Rear French Doors 


• Two Double Bedrooms 


• Family Bathroom 


V From £118,995 

J 
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Lister Road,Beechdale 

• Two Bedroom Semi-Detached 

• Beautiful Front & Rear Gardens 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Extended Kitchen 

• Two Double Bedrooms 


• Play Area Close-By 

• Amenities & Schools within Close Proximity 

• Easy Access to the M6 Motorway 

• EPC - TBC 

V 

£100,000 

_ 


Manorhouse Close,Walsall 



• Two Bedroom First Floor Apartment 

• Gas Central Heating 


• Open Plan Lounge/Kitchen 

• Communal Grounds 


• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Allocated Parking 


• Family Bathroom 

• Tenant Currently Paying £500 PCM 


• Double Glazing 

• EPC - B 


^ £85,000 


/ 



Lister Road,Beechdale 


• Three Bedroom Mid-Terrace 


• Popular Area of Beechdale 


• No Upward Chain 


• Ideal First Purchase 


• Suitable Buy-To-Let 


• EPC - C 


, O.I.E.O £105,000 

J 



Taverners Close,Willenhall 

• One Bedroom Ground Floor Maisonette 

• Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Double Bedroom 

• No Chain 

• EPC - C 

, O .I.E.O £80,000 




Church Place,Blakenall Heath 


• Two Bedroom Second Floor Apartment 

• Allocated Parking 


• Open Plan Kitchen & Living Area 

• Secure Intercom Entrance 


• White Bathroom Suite 

• No Upward Chain 


• Gas Central Heating 

• Ideal Buy To Let 


• Double Glazing 

• EPC - B 


^ £80,000 


y 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


D 


» Erdington 
> Lichfield 
• Milton Keynes 
» Stafford 


■ Stoke-on-Trent 

* Sutton Coldfield 

* Tamworth 

* Telford 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


* Walsall 

* Wednesbury 
> Wednesfield 

* Wolverhampton 


Call 01922 711444 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 
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New Skoda Karoq replacing the Yeti 



Boot space is impressive in the new car The Karoq is slightly larger than the car it replaces giving passengers more room 


By James Parker 

Skoda has revealed the curiously named 
Karoq, the Czech manufacturer’s new 
crossover. 

The Skoda Karoq is the newest addition to 
the Czech manufacturer’s line-up. 
v Built to replace the function-over-form Yeti, 
Skoda will be hoping the Karoq can tap into 
the massive upmarket crossover segment in a 
way its predecessor never quite managed. 

It’s slightly larger than the car it replaces, 
which Skoda says gives passengers more 
room inside. 

Boot space is an impressive 521 litres - the 
back seats can be removed to give an estate¬ 
like 1,820 litres of storage. 

Inside there’s a digital instrument panel and 
the latest iteration of Skoda’s infotainment 
system. 

The infotainment building blocks come 
from the second generation of the group’s 
modular infotainment kit, offering state-of-the- 
art functions, interfaces and equipped with 
capacitive touch displays. 

Top-spec versions come with a WLAN 
hotspot and SmartLink+, which is compatible 
with Apple CarPlay, Android Auto and 
MirrorLink. 

The freely programmable digital instrument 
panel is available for the first time in a Skoda. 
In the Karoq, the cockpit displays can be set 
to the driver’s individual wishes. 

Full LED headlights with clear-lens optics 
are available as an option for the Karoq from 
the Ambition equipment line and higher. In the 
interior, new LED ambient lighting in the decor 
strips of doors and the dashboard creates a 


pleasant atmosphere, which can be set in ten 
colours. 

There are five engines options in the form 
of two petrol and three diesels. The smallest 
is a 1.0-litre petrol making 114bhp, with the 
biggest and most powerful being the diesel 
2.0-litre with 138bhp. The latter engine comes 
with four-wheel-drive as standard. 


All drivetrains are turbo-charged direct 
injection units and feature start-stop 
technology and brake energy recovery. They 
are extremely economical and comply with 
EU 6 regulations. 

With the exception of the most powerful 
diesel, all drivetrains can be ordered with a 
6-speed manual gearbox or 7-speed DSG. 


The 2.0 TDI with 140 kW (190 hp) comes as 
standard with 4x4 drive and 7-speed DSG. 
The new 1.5 TSI has the special feature of 
cylinder deactivation. 

As is becoming the norm for these 
appealing family vehicles, there are plenty of 
driver assistance features. 

These include a parking assistant, traffic-jam 


assistant and predictive pedestrian protection. 

Skoda’s ‘Strategy 2025’ sees the brand 
aggressively expanding its model lineup with 
a focus on SUVs. The recent introduction of 
the Kodiaq marked the first time the brand 
had a full-size SUV on offer. 

It will be fully revealed in Stockholm on May 
18. 


WHATCAR? 



EXCLUSIVE 

OFFERS 

on the SKODA Fabia 
1.0 TSI SE 95PS 

Model Year 18 

at Autosales SKODA 



SKODA 


2.9% APR 

WITH A SOLUTIONS PERSONAL CONTRACT PLAN # 


£190 

£190 

£2000 

3 YEARS 

CUSTOMER 

PER 

TOWARDS YOUR 

ROADSIDE 

DEPOSIT 

MONTH* 

FINANCE DEPOSIT 

ASSISTANCE 


41 MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS OF 

TOTAL DEPOSIT 

TERM OF 
AGREEMENT/ 
DURATION 

RECOMMENDED 

ON THE ROAD PRICE 

AMOUNTOF 
CREDIT 

OPTIONAL 
FINAL PAYMENT 

OPTION TO PURCHASE FEE 
(PAYABLE WITH OPTIONAL 
FINAL PAYMENT) 

TOTAL AMOUNT 
PAYABLE 

REPRESENTATIVE 

APR* 

RATE OF 

INTEREST (FIXED) 

EXCESS MILEAGE 
(PENCE PER MILE) 
INC. VAT 

£189.19 

£2,190 

42 months 

£14,275 

£12,085 

£5,175 

£10 

£15,131.79 

2.9% 

2.82% 

3.6 


DRIVEN BY SOMETHING DIFFERENT 


9 Autosales SKODA Unit 1 Attwood Road Zone 1, Burntwood Business Park, Burntwood, West Midlands WS7 3GJ 


01543 450000 @ www.autosalesgroup.co.uk 


The above retailer is a broker and not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you to them. 

#At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) pay the optional final payment and own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: subject to excess mileage and fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part exchange the vehicle. 

With Solutions Personal Contract Plan. 18s+. *Monthly payment based on SKODA Fabia model shown - Hatch 1.0 TSI SE 95PS Model Year 18 with SmartLink Plus at £14,275.00 OTR on a 42-month, 21,000-mile agreement. Subject to availability and status. T&Cs apply. Offer available when ordered between 4 
April and 3 July 2017 from participating retailers. Indemnities may be required. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time of publication. Freepost SKODA Financial Services. 

Official fuel consumption for the SKODA Fabia range in mpg (litres/IOOkm): Urban 46.3 (6.1) to 65.7 (4.3); Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2) to 80.7 (3.5); Combined 58.9 (4.8) to 74.3 (3.8). CO 2 emissions for the SKODA Fabia range are 110 to 
100 g/km. Standard EU test figures are for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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“ MOTORING 


Tackling a 'tough mudder' 
challenge in Jeep Renegade 



The first challenge included a steep incline, tackled easily by the Renegade 


By Jack Evans 

You may have heard of Tough Mudder. An endurance 
event over 10 or 12 miles, it pushes participants to 
their limits as they run, jump and leap over a series of 
gruelling challenges. 

It’s not an undertaking for the faint-hearted, with some 
Tough Mudder events incorporating electric shocks at 
times. It’s a real challenge designed to test a person’s 
physical and mental strength. 

However, what would it be like to try out such a course 
when behind the wheel? Well, to celebrate the launch of its 
limited edition Renegade Tough Mudder, Jeep invited us 
to do just that. 

Powered by a 2.0-litre petrol engine, the Jeep Renegade 
Tough Mudder doesn’t initially look like a car capable of 
tackling extreme inclines and deep mud - but thanks to 
four-wheel-drive, relatively low body weight and a low- 
range gearbox, it should be better on the rough stuff than 
its looks would lead you to believe. 

Challenges 

Luckily, we’d get to test that theory out on a variety 
of challenges, ranging from near-vertical ascents to 
chassis-bending rock climbs - just like a real Tough 
Mudder. 

The Tough Mudder Renegade also gets a series of 
special features, including exclusive body decals and a 
chunkier front bumper for a more rugged, off-road-ready 
look. 

It’s also limited to just 100 units, so it’s rare, too. 

The Renegade is fitted with Selec-Terrain, which gives 
better traction on tricky surfaces. We’d also use the car’s 
Hill Descent Control. This allows you to descend a steep 
gradient in a smooth and controlled fashion, no matter 
how slippery the surface. It’d come in handy during our 
first challenge, which was a steep incline followed by an 
equally sharp descent. 

Going up, the little Renegade never faltered. Scrabbling 
at the surface, it pulled up the rise eagerly, making the 
summit in next to no time. 

Coming back down, it remained composed. There’s 
always the temptation to use the brakes in these situations 
- though the systems work their best when left to their own 
devices. Applying the brakes can often confuse them. 

A deep section of muddy water was the next challenge. 
We were grateful we didn’t have to run through it wearing 


shorts and a T-shirt like Tough Mudder participants do - 
with the only discomfort coming when the Renegade’s 
air-conditioning blew a little too much cold air into the 
cabin - tough, we know. 

Thankfully, the little Jeep remained watertight despite 
the quagmire, and faultlessly pulled through to the other 
side. For such a small car, its level of off-road capability is 
impressive. 

It continued to barrel over a series of gravelly sections, 
before we carried on to a deeply wooded area. Tree roots 
littered the course, threatening to rip at a car’s underbody 
and mangle its suspension. Surprisingly enough, the 
Renegade remained light on its feet. 

Had we been out on the course on foot, we’d have easily 


slipped around a lot more than the Jeep did. An axle¬ 
bending rocky section proved no match for it, though we 
did hear the odd scrape as boulders collided with the car’s 
undercarriage. 

Thankfully, the Renegade is fitted with metal skid plates 
designed with this in mind - so we weren’t too worried 
about damaging the base of the car. 

As we rolled through the finish line, it was clear that the 
Renegade Tough Mudder had proven us wrong. Far from 
being some boxy soft-roader, it is in fact a truly capable 
car on difficult terrain. 

For us, it was also a real benefit to be able to see what a 
Tough Mudder challenge is all about from the warmth of a 
car - and without the electric shocks. 



On-line shopping 
upping road miles 


Vehicles travelled a total of 323.7 billion miles on the 
roads of Great Britain in 2016, new figures released by 
the Department for Transport reveal. 

That represents a 2.2 per centincrease on 2015 and 
more than 18 per cent compared with 20 years ago. 

While the amount of heavy goods traffic stalled after 
a few years of increases, cars and vans continued to 
travel further with the latter accounting for 4.7 per cent 
more traffic than in 2015 - a bigger increase than any 
other vehicle type. 

Transport for London has previously indicated that 
the sharp rise of light commercial vehicles is because 
of the popularity of online shopping, with many workers 
getting items sent to the workplace to avoid missing 
deliveries. 


Underline 

Following a dramatic drop in urban traffic after the 
recession in 2007, there continues to be a resurgence 
in inner-city traffic with an annual increase of 1.8 per 
cent. However, it remains below peak pre-recession 
figures. 

Nick Lyes, RAC roads policy spokesman, said: 
“These figures underline the importance in having 
a road network that is truly fit for purpose - and a 
reminder to whoever forms the next government that 
investment must be sustained to support further 
economic growth, and to provide roads that deliver 
safe, reliable journeys for every UK motorist. 

“Local roads are also seeing traffic growth and many 
are struggling to cope with a depressing combination 
of congestion and potholes.” 

Mark Shankland, managing director of AA Tyres, 
said: “These stats bear out how much, as a nation, 
we’re indebted to our cars. 

“While car stock has continued to rise, the total 
number of miles driven per person has increased 
beyond this - reflecting just how reliant we are on our 
motors for everyday usage.” 


BENHAM SELECT 


Located at Benham BMW, Lever Street, Wolverhampton WV2 1 AD 


01902 455445 

2011/11 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 i 16v SRi (a/c), 3dr, White, 78,380 miles, Petrol.£3,900 

2012/61 Toyota Urbancruiser 1.4 D-4D AWD (Euro 5), 5dr, Blue, 75,543 miles, Diesel.£5,350 

2009/09 Honda Accord 2.2 i DTEC EX 5dr, Black, 99,397 miles, Diesel.£6,000 

2012/12 Skoda Fabia 1.6 TDI CR Monte Carlo 5dr, Red, 39,172 miles, Diesel.£6,500 

2015/65 Vauxhall Viva 1.0 i SL 5dr, Blue, 2,500 miles, Petrol.£6,500 

2011/11 Volkswagen CC 2.0 TDI BlueMotion Tech GT 4dr, Black, 99,391 miles, Diesel.£7,500 

2008/08 Audi TT 2.0 TFSI Exclusive Line 3dr, Silver, 81,851 miles, Petrol.£7,750 

2015/15 Ford Fiesta 1.0 EcoBoost Zetec Hatchback (start/stop), 3dr, Red, 18,635 miles, Petrol.£7,850 

2013/63 Ford Fiesta 1.6 TDCi ECOnetic DPF Zetec S 3dr, Red, 28,000 miles, Diesel.£7,900 

2013/63 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX SRi Sport Tourer (start/stop), 5dr, Red, 75,468 miles, Diesel.£8,400 

2011/11 BMW 1 Series 2.0120d M Sport 2dr, Silver, 77,296 miles, Diesel.£8,750 

2014/64 Volkswagen Polo 1.2 TSI BlueMotion Tech SE Hatchback (start/stop), 5dr, Black, 23,050 miles, Petrol. £9,000 
2013/63 Volkswagen Passat 1.6 TDI BlueMotion Tech Highline Plus (start/stop), 4dr, Red, 47,604 miles, Diesel £9,500 
2014/14 Renault Megane 1.6 dCi ENERGY Dynamique Tom Tom (start/stop), 2dr, White, 25,460 miles, Diesel .£10,500 

2013/63 Audi A31.6 TDI SE Sportback S Tronic 5dr, Grey, 72,939 miles, Diesel.£10,500 

2014/14 Hyundai ix351.7 CRDi S SUV 5dr, Black, 16,445 miles, Diesel.£10,500 

2012/12 Audi A4 2.0 TDI e SE 4dr, Black, 40,274 miles, Diesel.£10,750 

2013/63 Audi A11.6 TDI S Line Sportback 5dr, Silver, 43,950 miles, Diesel.£11,000 

2009/09 BMW 3 Series 3.0 330d M Sport 2dr, Blue, 66,857 miles, Diesel.£11,000 

2013/63 Audi A31.6 TDI SE Sportback 5dr, Red, 36,590 miles, Diesel.£11,250 

2013/63 Audi A4 2.0 TDI e SE Technik 4dr, Blue, 62,388 miles, Diesel.£11,500 

2016/16 Vauxhall Corsa 1.6 i 16v Turbo VXR Hatchback 3dr, White, 7,163 miles, Petrol.£12,000 

2015/15 Mercedes-Benz A Class 1.5 A180 CDI SE 7G-DCT 5dr, Blue, 15,536 miles, Diesel.£13,650 

2013/13 Mercedes-Benz C Class 2.1 C220 CDI BlueEFFICIENCY AMG Sport Sport Coupe 7G-Tronic Plus 

2dr, White, 26,000 miles, Diesel.£14,900 


Vauxhall Astra 2.0 i 16v VXR 3dr, White, 16,038 miles, Petrol.£15,400 

Land Rover Range Rover Sport 3.0 TD V6 HSE 5dr, Blue, 80,135 miles, Diesel.£18,500 

Ford Ranger 3.2 TDCi (EU5) Wildtrak Double Cab Pickup 4x4 4dr, Orange, 40,955 miles, Diesel £18,500 

Jaguar XF 3.0 TD V6 S Portfolio (start/stop), 4dr, Red, 40,661 miles, Diesel.£23,000 

Land Rover Range Rover Sport 3.0 TD V6 HSE 5dr, Grey, 11,150 miles, Diesel.£26,000 

Aston Martin Vantage 4.3 V8 Sportshift 2dr, Black, 25,900 miles, Petrol.£39,950 


Quality Used Cars with a 
Professional Service 

benhamselectcars.co.uk 



MNA 


NewCar? 


VIEW OUR VIDEO ROAD TESTS 


WWW.EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO,UK 



Follow us on Twitter @drivetimeES 

Classified 



CHANGE UP A GEAR WITH 


MOTORING 


Funding will get accurate estimates 
of environmental impact of vehicles 



A real-time emissions estimation 
project has been handed £1 million in 
government funding. 

The joint project between Imperial 
College London and vehicle analytics and 
tracking company Tantalum aims to give 
both individual drivers and local authorities 
accurate estimations for the environmental 
impact of vehicles on the road. 

Tantalum’s solution works by connecting 
to a car’s on-board computer to provide 
real-time information about how much 
nitrogen oxide (NOx) is being emitted. 

The company claims its existing carbon 
dioxide-measuring system helped 
customers save fuel by making them 
aware of how their car was performing, and 
believes it could reduce NOx emissions 


“by up to 50 per cent”. Ozgur Tohumcu, 
Tantalum CEO, says the system could 
change your route to avoid high-pollution 
areas and automatically pay charges 
- such as London’s Congestion Charge - 
based on where you’ve been. 

“We are working with Imperial College 
and cities around the world to make this 
vision a reality. 

“We are delighted to have been awarded 
the Innovate UK grant, as it confirms 
Tantalum’s place as the leading connected 
vehicle innovator and reinforces Tantalum’s 
vision to put our automotive and data 
science expertise towards improving 
everyone’s quality of life. 

“We look forward to making this a reality,” 
he added. 
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Accountancy 


iHKgmjKSBg 


Fencing 


Gardening 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy services for 
the self employed, rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: 

Robert Ollerenshaw on:Shenstone 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 

Evening appointments not a problem 



YOUR LOCAL WALSALL 
BASED ACCOUNTANT 

ALL ACCOUNTANCY WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: 

Self employed Rental property’s CIS contractors 
Limited companies New start up’s 

16 LEIGHSWOOD ROAD. ALDRIDGE 
FOR A INITIAL CONSULTATION 

CALL: 

hakslKihayer@taxassist,co,iik www.taxassist.co.uk/waIsaII 


digitally! 


• Free estimate and 
call out 

»Digital aerial & 
satellite installations 

• HDMI distribution 

• WiFi & internet points 

• Internet smart TV points 

• TV wall installations & bespoke cabling 

• Home cinema & audio systems fre£S3t 

Call Lee Forrester for further information 
Tel: 01543 578230 
Mob: 07866 674839 

www.aerialav.co.uk Email: Lee@aerialav.co.uk 

READ OUR REVIEWS ON BEST OF CANNOCK 


OAP 
DISCOUNTS 
FREE 

QUOTATIONS 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

- -Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 

digital @ sky 

A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 





HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS 


• Large Showroom • Extensions ‘Garages 
•Garage Conversions • Doors and Windows 
• Conservatories and Orangeries • Electrics 
• Plastering • Plans Prepared 


Longford Road Industrial Estate, Longford Road, 
Bridgtown, Cannock WSI I ODG Tel: 01543 505100 

email: info@spa-conservatories.co.uk 
www.spa-conservatories.co.uk 


Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


NEED EXTRA SPACE?... 
GARAGE CONVERSIONS 

ALSO LOFT LADDER 
SUPPLIED & INSTALLED 

Fitted Wardrobes 

• Floors • Tiling 

* Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 



Carpets, Upholstery, 
Curtains, Leather 
SPECIAL HALF PRICE OFFERS 

Normal Price Special Price 
Carpets 12ft x 15ft £30 
Lounge 12ft x 21ft £42 
Stairs and Landing £38 

Upholstery 

Chair £20 

2 seater sofa £32 

3 seater sofa £38 

Leather 

Chair £30 

2 Seater Sofa £40 

0800 511 8454 Freephone 
07932 766162 Mobile 

Local Family 

f®)f Run Business Est. 
il~2i www.jptechniclean.co.uk 1994 


£15 

£21 

£19 

£10 

£16 

£19 

£15 

£20 



MMFW DOORS WALSALL 

Formerly known as C W Doors 


DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS 


SHOW ROOM NOW OPEN 

SEE INSTORE FOR SPECIAL OFFERS 


• External doors 

• Oak pre Finished doors 

• White pre painted doors 

• Fire doors fitted 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 
Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall, WS2 9XX 
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 



Double Glazing 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS, DOORS & WINDOW REPAIRS 

MISTY & BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PATIO”S, 
WINDOW & DOOR LOCKS. 

FASCIAS, GUTTERS AND CONSERVATORY ROOFS CLEANED 

10 YR GUARANTEE 
01543 504900 24 HRS E st 30 
K ) 07748 108035 

IS WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU yVaiO 


Driveways 



B.J. FENCING SUPPLIES 

MEMBERS of GUILD OF MASTERCRAFTSMEN 

V 

PANEL 

6’x2’ 

6’x3 

6’x4’ 

6’x5’ 

6’x6’ 

Featheredge Heavy Dut 

y £17 

£19 

£21 

£23 

£25 

Featheredge Tanalised 

£19 

£21 

£24 

£26 

£28 

Overlap 8 Bar 

£12.50 

£13.50 

£14.50 

£15.50 

£17 

Overlap 10 Bar 

£13.50 

£14.50 

£16 

£17 

£18.50 

CONCRETE POSTS • GRAVEL BOARDS • TIMBER POSTS • RAILS 
TRELLIS • PICKET • GATES • BALLAST • CEMENT ETC 
* SUPPLY AND ERECT • FREE QUOTES • O.A.P DISCOUNTS * 

TEL: 01543 674688, 07886369958 OR 07828693442 
UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK, 
BURNTWOOD WS7 3XD (OPPOSITE MORRISONS) 


P J BROADHURST FENCING 

Top Quality Fencing Supplied & Fitted 

All types of fence panels • Gravel boards 

FREE QUOTES 

You will be blown away by our prices! 

01922 611681 
07770 954073 

www.pjbroadhurstfencing.co.uk 





JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free quotation 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdclandscapes.co.uk 


Lawn/Grass 
Cutting 
Services 

Discounts for senior citizens 

07973 814713 (24hr) 


LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


02ZR3 

QHHLBH30 



J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 
Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 

Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 



33? 


Visit Website for FREE call back 
www.jlgardenandtreeservices.co.uk 


Woodman Tree Services 

Domestic & Commercial 
Council Approve Contracts 
Over 30 yrs Experience 
Fully insured 

Qualified, all work to BS 3998 standards 

* Felling * Re-shaping * Pruning 

* Reduction * Hedge Tr immin g 
Stump Removal * Landlord Contracts 
24 hour Emergency Call Out 
Logs and wood chip for sale 

R.G. Wood ARB 

Home: 01543 258108 
Mobile: 07947 352960 




MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: ^ - 


N. MAYO 

GAS SERVICES 


All Plumbing 
Gas Work 
undertaken 

Gas Safe registered 


www.creteprmtpaving.co.uk 
creteprmtpavmg@btconnect.com 
Tel: 01543 571111 or 0200 3212 2.43 


WESTCOT 
CONTRACTORS LTD 


07886 982903 
01922 448311 


Greenlab rest Control Ltd 

A Local Established Company 
Wasps Ants 
Fleas Bedbugs 
Flies Rats/Mice 
Free Quotations 
B.P.C.A. Accredited 
CEPA Certified 


DUDLEY & STOURBRIDGE 


Tel: 01384 829115 
Freephone - 0800 953 0093 
Mobile: 07913 355290 
www.greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 

Email: sales@greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 
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Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 



CJ.S. ROOFING 

Flat roofing specialist 

• Tiling • Slating • Chimneys • Fascias etc 
RUBBER SYSTEMS 

All work guaranteed - 35 years experience 5 . 1 

,,,.01922 627932 i 
cii» e , 07778 444401 <SF 


,A1 Little Job Man © 




in 

Q/0 (Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 
I • uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

I * All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered ■ 


01922 440004 




ROOFING SAFE 


* Flat roof specialists • New roofs • UPVC 

• Fascia • Soffits 

• Guttering • Chimney repairs 

• All roof repairs 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE 
NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 


Telephone: 01922 2540! 

Mobile: 07403 380136 


WALSALL ROOFING 

SPECIALISTS 

AS RECOMMENDED ON 


thebestoffwalsall 




Slate and Tile Repairs 



CALL MARK: 


„ ESTIMATES , 


01922 694548/07790 214856 

www.walsallroofingspecialists.co.uk 



ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 


44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 


o 


Dignity' 


Part of Dignity pic, A British Company, 



Family 



MOBILITY SCOOTERS WANTED . 

Any condition working or not. 

Call 07967 003600. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


"N 


2 

Leisure 

Time 



IJACKSON-HATELEY 

CYCLES 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


GIGANTIC 

CYCLE CLEARANCE 

BOOK YOUR SUMMER CYCLE 
NOW AT SALE PRICE! 

All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 
All spares and accessories at discount price 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 
458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


BIGGEST SATURDAY* 

BOOTSALE 

Catering positions available 
A454 Rudge Heath between I 
Wolverhampton and Bridgenorth 
By Royal Oak pub island WV6 7EE 

★ 07890 267 041 ★ 


WEDNESDAY BOOT SALE* 

Now at Ivy House Farm, A461, 
Springhill, Muckely Corner 
Lichfield WS14 OBX 

* SATURDAY BOOT SALE * 

Boat Lane, Muckley Corner, 
Lichfield WS14 OBU 
07890 267041 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10.OOO.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 



BAILEY SENATOR 9000 
CARAVAN 


1997, twin axle with full awning, 
air con, excellent condition. 
Only 1 owner. 

£2,000. 

Telephone 07769 676331. 

CARAVAN FOR SALE in North 
Wales near Ruthin, £12,995 sited. 
Call 07590 124226. 

CARAVANS & CHALETS For sale 
with seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £4995 includes 
2017 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 

LUXURY LODGE FOR SALE! Sited 
on4* park near Aberystwyth. Inc full 
decking, £61,950. Payment options 
available. Deposits from 10% 
(T&C’s). Call Paul 07960 944721. 

PRE-OWNED CARAVAN with 
decking. Inc all 2017 site fees, full 
12 month season. Payment options 
available (T&Cs). £17,495. Call 
Paul on 07960 944721 for details. 

REFURBISHED CARAVAN FOR 
SALE! Central Heating and sleeps 
8, £17,995. Deposits from 10%. 12 
Month Park, Borth. Call Paul 07960 
944721. 

3 BEDROOM CARAVAN for sale at 
Gian y Mor Leisure Park, Sea view 
and decking for more details please 
contact 07547721309. 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 

07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 



*BEST SUNDAY* 
BOOTSALE 


Only £5 per Car/Van. 

7AM START. Cocksparrow Lane, 
Cannock WS12 4PB 

★ 07890 267 041 * 


CARBOOT 
& MARKET 

Every Saturday 7am - 2pm 


BOOTERS £4 


Church Eaton, off the A5, Gailey 
Island or A41ST20 OAB 
To prebook call: 

07979 472 572 




IBANEZ BASS GUITAR 


4 string model, sr1400t-vnf, 
comes with its own fitted case. 

£700. 


07584 085071. 



Free 

ITS FREE, ITS EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



"\ 


caravan parks 


LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for sale 
on 5* park. Golf, fishing, bar & 
restaurant, pet friendly £24,995 inc. 
2017 site fees www.pearllake.co.uk 
01568 708 326 


caravan holidays 

\ _ 



TO HIRE 

Tywyn near Barmouth/Aberdovey 

LARGE SIX BERTH 
CARAVAN 

Seafront site, sandy beach, 
picturesque views, club 
and shop. 

Enquiries tel: 07979 716398 
or 01543 878367 

self catering ' 

v holidays 

BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 

BUDE CORNWALL 2 BED 
CHALET On 4* woodland site, pool 
& free entertainment. May, June, 
Sept & Oct £140 pw. Whitsun & July 
£200pw School Holidays £395pw 
07974 226 928. 


travel abroad 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



VINTAGE ANTIQUE / Collectables 
Fair, Coven Memorial Hall WV9 
5DL Sunday 21 May 10-3. Karen 
01384 277373 / 07938 123040. 



Home & 
L Services 




House Clearances & Collections arranged 
at short notice for our monthly auctions 

01782638100 



DUCAL pine single bed with Sealy 
Regatta mattress. Stag hi-fi 
cabinet. Both in excellent condition, 
£50 each. 01922 459838. 



6x5 

Lap Panels 

£1 6 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 


C B SHEDS 
& FENCING 

Ulfe supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


A BEAUTIFUL 
LUSH GREEN 
LAWN TURF 
CUT FRESH IN EASY TO 
LAY ROLLS £1.75 PER ROLL 


A < 


Prompt deliveries daily 
TRENT VALLEY TURF 


01902 738217 


AS NEW petrol 5 in 1 garden tool, 
cost £130, never used, 25 months 
warranty still left £80. 01902 
730538. 

AT SHEDRITE Potting sheds, log 
cabins, summerhouses etc. Willen- 
hall Rd WV1 2HA 01902 450137. 

SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.76 inc. VAT. 

Ranton Building Supplies: 

01543 276006. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 


REMINDED 


That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


THIS COULD 
BE YOURS 


Solid oak kingsize bed frame, 
less than 12 months old £150. 
Beko tall freezer, 5 drawers, 
55cm wide, frost free, less than 
12 months old. £125. 

Two imitation leather grey bars 
stools £50 the pair. 
Modern Three door wardrobe 
with mirror and 2 drawers at 
bottom. £120. 

Modern chest of drawers, 5 
drawers at bottom, 2 half 

drawers at top. £60. 
07763 019002. 

VARIOUS BAIN MARIE catering 
equipment for sale. Open to offers. 
07860 673165. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


A Genuine Lady Buyer! 

Cash paid for any amount of Gold 
Jewellery, Costume Jewellery ect. 

Watches, Coins, Medals, 

All memorabilia, Porcelain etc. 

^ Highly Recommended! ^ 
01922 495066 or 07971 783206 

HEADERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


WANTED 


Vinyl records/ music memorabilia. 
Private collector, can collect. 
Anything is of interest. 

Cash Waiting! 


Call 07790 032224 


WANTED WHITE inset sink, to fit in 
work top bathroom. 

01902 730538. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



~\ 


service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 



\ 

aerials 

\___ 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

A A Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedUds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


CCTV 4x Camera Kit + Installation £550 

Free Mobile App, 4ch HD recorder, 1TB 
HDD, 4x HD Cameras, 17" Screen, lyr 
warranty & professional installation 

Swift CCTV Installation Service 

01922 278 246 
Hello@swiftcctv.co.uk 


bathrooms 

v___ 

Over 20 years exp in 
bathroom installations. 
Refurbs/ Plastering 
EMERGENCY CALL OUTS! 


20% OFF, FREE QUOTES 
07392 379741 or 01543 529648 


^ building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts ottered. 


01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


ALL BRICKWORK, ROOFING, 
PAVING & GROUNDWO RKS ETC . 

QTCIjnnW 

FREE QUOTES CALL 
01215304962/07958766771 


P.FENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07790 286187. 


^ building supplies | 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


carpentry & ^ 

joinery| 


CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 




carpet fitters 


] 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


v_ 


double glazing 


] 


ATS DOUBLE GLAZING 

UPVC Doors & Windows 

Very competitive prices, family run 

FREE QUOTES &0AP DISCOUNTS 

01922 442720 or 07783 229386 


driveways & 
v,_ patios 


Safe Way UK Ltd 


Landscape & Driveways 

Free quotes & advice. A name you can trust 


www.safewayuk.co.uk - 


driveways/patio 

cleaning 


] 


AQUA DRIVEWAYS 


Aqua jet washing - prices from £99. 

High powered jet washing service. Blast 
away dirt, grime & graffiti from driveways, 
patios, conservatories, guttering etc. 


01902 637836 aquabaths@outlook.com 


electrical 
v services 


ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 


MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 


fencing 


5fc,PORTWRy 

W FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

7 0 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - flip 
Sat 8am -12noon _ 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury ” 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


fitted bedrooms 


AFFORDABLE BESPOKE FITTED 

Sliding Wardrobes. 07813 675526 
www.interiorsbyrobertstokes.com 


gardening 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Setvices 


/"\ All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
fed pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

^ patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
wwwJandywoodlandscaping.co.uk 



MAC GARDENING 


All garden work and maintenance, 
lawn mowing, hedges trimmed, 

0121 4060976 
07525 0769 52 
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ClassifiedAds 37 


J&B Tree Care, Landcape 
& Jetwashing Services 


* Trees, shrubs and hedges planted. 

* Fencing supplied and erected 

* Turf supplied and laid 

* Stumps treated or removed 

* Hedges and shrubs tidied 

* All pesticide and fungicide 
work undertaken. 

* Jetwashing of your driveways, 
walls and brickwork, paths and patios. 






FULLY INSURED and safety conscious! 
For a free fixed quote call: 


01922 449268 or 07786 166856 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 


To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 


It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cariy out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


house clearances 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


Quick, discreet and profession 
07939 421862/01902 410433 


kitchen fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


painters / j 
y decorators I 


JfD^AINTESS, 

& DECORATORS 

Over 35 years experience! 
Discounts offered for OAP’S 
Free Quotes , m A. 

07786 827074 9 ^ 


ADMJ 


Decorating & Maintenance 
City and Guilds. No Job Too Small. 
OAP Discounts 
FREE QUOTES 

07855 957935 01902 630028 


_ J PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 
C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 


plans prepared ^ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. k J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 


D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.MarkorSara: 07741 770897 


plumbers ^ 


LAURIE KENNEDY domestic 
plumbing, no job too small, Insured. 
No call out fee: 07901 345884. 


plumbing & ^ 

heating| 


TAD PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs. 

30 years experience 
24 HOUR CALL OUT, NO FEE! 
Call Trevor on 07791 319397 


A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
01922 660410 or 07540 950588. 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


removals 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


A DJ REMOVAL house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 


07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


considered. Call on 07867 86': 


roofing 


A • ROOFING 

main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447. 


CLIFF NICHOLLS 


Roo &'&. & -n—r— 

Ruvbeir Rooting 

All Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 

3 5 years experience 

Freephone 
(0800) 220 -729 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 


COLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 



CHOOSE 
I CLASSIFIED! 

■F. 


• * • 


“We are very happy 
with our Classified 
Contract within the 
Express & Star and 
the enquiries our 
adverts bring in.” 

Pally - Quika Skips 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


upholstery 


j 


ABANDON NOT! 


I ESTABLISHED OVER lOO YEARS 

E MARSH 
Showroom, Elm House 
Pountney St, W’ton. WV2 4HX 
01902 712484/424296 


UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 





Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Q RGT Wolverhampton 
Q@RGTWolves 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 




Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



WE BUY HOUSES 

CALLTONY OR MANDY 

ON 

07792 196806 




J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


(DosjEsaam 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

FLATS one bedroom (new build) 
and three bedroom. Rushall area. 

07443 917182 


STUDIO FLAT Fully turn, 24hr hot 
water, pp, all bills inc, nr Sandwell 
hospital. 07828 504083. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 

With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
01922 311 030 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


* Terms and 
Conditions apply 



WE OFFER £20,000 CASH ADVANCE 

<2f NO Fees & FREE Solicitors (2f We Buy Any Area & Any Condition 


www.ukfastsale.co.uk 



CHOOSE 
, CLASSIFIED 

■eri 


For great business results call 

01902 319191 


“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 
Black Country Homes 

Classified i 

Brought to you by Express & Star 




Jobs 


CARPENTERS required for new 
build projects, immediate start, 
CSCS card, own tools / transport, 
local areas. Andy 07900 892860. 


CLASS 1 DRIVER required. Walking 
floor trailer experience preferred. 
Walsall area. Call 07588 670336. 



BIRMINGHAM: 17-18 JULY & 30 N0V.-1 DEC. 4 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 16-17 SEPT. 

TELFORD: 20-21 MAY & 23-24 OCTOBER 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


For more info 

ortobook: WWW. gUU|JCH*a .C0IT1 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals ■ GP Surgeries ■ Clinics ■ Private Sector ■ Community ■ MOD 


full time - general 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 




ft- 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 





1000s OF JOBS AT 
YOUR FINGER TIPS 

Register your CV today, visit: 



WE CAN HELP YOU FIND 
YOUR PERFECT JOB! 


. CV UPLOAO 

• JOB ALERTS 

• CV MATCHING 
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ClassifiedAds 



SUB CONTRACTS Electricians 

required. Must be experienced and 
be fully qualified. Work on 
domestic, industrial & commercial 
(mainly commercial work). Must 
have own tools & transport. Work 
mainly in 30 mile radius of Walsall. 
Call 07980 110442. 



CROWN SOLICITORS 
Walsall 


require 

EXPERIENCED 
SENIOR ADMIN/PA 

Duties include: 

Management of office, finance, 
cash-flow, HR, diaries, 
supplies & growth. Must be 
organised, proactive & flexible. 
Upto £11 phr + bonus, 

28 hrs per week. 

Apply CV to 
shiva@ 

crownsolicitorsltd.com 



EXPERIENCED TILE SHOWROOM 
ASSISTANTpart time with the 
potential for full time. The role 
includes dealing with both trade 
and retail customers, light ware¬ 
house duties and general invoicing, 
Walsall. Please telephone 
01922 455532. 





Motoring 





HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



PEUGEOT 107 URBAN 
LITE 1.0 


2008, 52,000 miles, red, one 
owner (lady), fsh, long MoT. 

Very cheap to run. 

Ideal 1st car. 


£2,495 ono. 


07976 653388. 


4X4 


RANGE ROVER FANTOM 
2.7 DIESEL 

Auto, 

2008, 


grey, 

97,000 miles, 
full MoT, 


very good condition. 


£15,000 o.n.o. 
07836 568903. 


■ 


VAUXHALL ASTRA ACTIVE 


1.6, 5-dr, 2009, silver, 
one lady owner, 
34,500 miles, 
just serviced, 

12 months MoT, 


£3,295. 

07870 860689. 01543 459530. 



VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 



2006, one previous lady owner, 
89,000 miles, 9 stamp full 
service history, last service at 
87,575, alloy wheels, radio CD, 
climate control, aircon, sports 


interior, immaculate condition. 
£2,795 

07486 646777. 



FORD FIESTA GHIA 

1.4, R Regn, long Mot, full 
service history from new from 


Fords. 38, 000 miles. 
Outstanding condition in/out. 


£750. 

07543 824815. 



FORD FIESTA ZETEC 


2006, 35,500 miles, red. 
Bought from new. Lady driver, 
MoT April, recently serviced. 
Good condition, 1242cc. Nice, 
economic runner. Cannock 

area. 

£1,495 ono. 


07976 329815. 



FORD KA STUDIO 


2007,1.3 3 door, 89,000 Miles, 
black, long MoT, New clutch, 
new brakes, new tyres, 2 lady 

owners from new, ideal first car 

£950 

01922 414563 


IDEAL 
FIRST CAR 


FORD KA EXCLUSIVE 

04 reg. 

12 months MoT. 

Black leather trim. 
Electric windows, pas, alloys, 
remote central locking. 
New tyres. 

73,000 miles. 

£550 ono 
07976 293994. 


LOOK 


MG ZR 1800CC 
MANUAL 

2004, MoT January 2018, 
excellent condition. 

Exchange for automatic car. 
Upto 1800cc. 
Telephone 07471 792847. 


BARGAIN 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2 

5dr, blue, 04 reg, all extras. 
Full MoT. 

Looks and drives excellent, 

£395. 

07399 612471. 
RENAULT MEGAN 

06,1,4cc. 

New gasket, timing belt, 


2010, metallic grey, full MoT, 
fsh, 34k, 4 months warranty and 
3 year service package 

included. 


water pump, plugs, coils, 
clutch. 

£1,500 

Or exchange for smaller car 



vehicle hire 


Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002/ 01384 79090. 


CITROEN DISPATCH 


PANEL VAN 

2005, 


Personals 

L 


187,000 miles, 


MoT April 2018, tidy. 


£1,400. 


07768 841443. 



NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 


lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 



MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 





Local 

Information 


LEASEHOLD REFORM 
ACT 1967 

10 POOL GREEN WALSALL 
WEST MIDLANDS WS9 0JH 

Any person claiming to be a 
freeholder or successor in title to 
Jenkins (Builders) Limited should 
communicate with Silks Solicitors 
Ltd (ref: Mg/L29062.1) of 27 
Birmingham Street Oldbury West 
Midlands B69 4DY. tsoibh 

WALTER JOHN ELLETT 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 20 Cartersfield Lane Stonnall Walsall WS9 
9EF, who died on 24/01/2017, are required to 
send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
28/07/2017, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 

HCB SOLICITORS 

Mill House 38 Dam Street Lichfield 

Staffordshire WS13 6AA T500938 



GOLD OLD FASHIONED, 
HOMELY, BLACK COUNTRY 
BLOKE 

Mid 60’s, tall, placid, nice looker 
with smiley face, own house, no 
ties, seeks lady 50-70 to settle 
down with, looking after each 
other. 

Box Number P20800, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


V v , \ 

RECENTLY WIDOWED 
GENTLEMAN, 71 

is looking for a nice lady with a 
hope of forming a long term 
relationship, to enjoy the 
benefits of life and travel. 
Photo appreciated (returned). 
Box Number P20804, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 
WLTM SINCERE YOUNG AT 
HEART LADY, 

For friendship, with 73 year old, 
widow gentleman, 
having happy outlook on life 
GSOH, also young at heart, 
sharing friendship for those so 
important times, 
for company, chats, 
day and evening occations. 
8-10 miles of Rugely 
Box Number P20805, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



CS COLTS TRIALS 

We will be holding trials to 
recruit U16’s to form a brand 
new Sunday Team playing in 
the Walsall Junior Youth 
League. 

Sunday 4th June, 2017. 
Cheslyn Hay Leisure Centre, 
Saredon Road, Walsall, 
WS6 7JQ. 2pm-4pm. 

We are looking for talented 
players in all positions. You will 
be playing on 3G surface so no 
metal studs allowed. All players 
should wear shin pads. 

To book a trial email name, date 
of birth and position to 
cscoltsul 6@outlook.com 
Call 07484 650507 for info. 


LEGAL/PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience you may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.uk 


£5,000 ono. 
07891 039918. 


with cash. 
01902 419769. 


(remember to include a name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


REACH 
CUSTOMERS 
ON THE 
MOVE 



Advertise your business 
on the 

Express & Star website 

To find out how you can benefit call MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


MNADI ITAL 























































Action from the motocross event at Lower Drayton Farm, Penkridge. 


Riders sitting waiting for their heat at the motocross event 



This rider leaves a trail on his way round the circuit at Lower Drayton Farm, near Penkridge 


Burton 
charts 
proves 

CANNOCK rider Luke Burton extended 
his lead at the top of the AMCA British 
Motocross Championship with a clean 
sweep at Lower Drayton Farm. 

The defending MX1 champion won all three 
races as the series visited the course near Penk¬ 
ridge, extending his lead at the top of the stand¬ 
ings to 89 points. 

Burton, who races for the Husqvarna team on a li¬ 
cence supplied by Cannock Motorcycle Club, was fur¬ 
ther aided by the mechanical problems which blighted 
Gary Gibson and Shane Carless, two of his main title 
rivals. That allowed his Husqvarna team-mate James 
Dodd to claim second place on the day, with Richard 
Cannings, another rider who races on a Cannock li¬ 
cence, back in third. 

Challenge 

More than 800 spectators turned out over the course 
to watch some of the country’s best motocross riders in 
an event organised by Cannock MCC. 

“Everything went according to plan,” said club 
chairman Phil Bailey. “A lot of hard work went in from 
our members to make the event a success. In addition 
to the racing we also had a marquee with a live band.” 

After having two, dry, hard-pack circuits to open the 
2017 series, the Lower Drayton surface, with its mix¬ 
ture of soil and high percentage wood chip, provided a 
whole different challenge to riders. 

Yet the races ultimately delivered some very famil¬ 
iar results in the MX1 category, with Burton winning 
the first after battling past Gibson in the opening laps. 
Carless moved through the held to take second from 
Gibson, with Dodd third. 

The second and third races were even more emphatic 
for Burton, who led from start to finish in both. But 
there was trouble for Carless, who saw his frame break 


tops the 
as event 
real hit 

SPORTING FEATURE 


By Matt Maher 


while in fifth spot during race two. Cannings moved up to 
take third and then went one better with second place in 
race three behind his fellow Cannock rider. 

Kinver Motorcycle Club’s Luke Dean has slipped back 
to second in the MX2 standings. Dean enjoyed a strong 
start to the day with second place in the opening race but 
subsequent eighth and fourth-placed finishes in races 
two and three saw him lose his lead at the top of the 
standings to Dursley’s Josh Waterman. 

Teme Valley’s Ray Rowson took victory in the opening 
two races and looked on course for the hat-trick before 
Waterman, the defending champion, reeled him in over 
the closing laps of the final contest. 

Kinver’s Lewis King is third in the overall standings 
after a consistent day which saw him follow up fifth in 
the day’s opening race with second and third. Warley 
MCC’s Jason Kendrick endured a miserable day in the 
2T series, scoring just 68 points to fall from first to fifth 
in the overall standings. 

Dursley’s Brad Turner was the man to take advantage, 
reclaiming top spot thanks to a hat-trick of wins. Can¬ 
nock’s Jordan Saunders was seventh overall on the day. 

The trio of James Russell, Simon Lane and Terry 
House again dominated proceedings in the Vets, with 
Russell now enjoying a 22-point advantage at the top of 
the AMCA Championship standings. 

Russell resisted pressure from his two main rivals to 
claim a hat-trick of victories on the day, passing Lane 
late on in both races two and three. Kinver’s Richard 
Chinn was fifth overall on the day. The farm will next 
host a Cannock MCC meeting on Sunday, with interna¬ 
tional events planned for June and July. 


Poundland in Epsom 
hill sponsorship deal 

BUDGET retailer Poundland has announced it will sponsor a section of the 
Epsom Derby for the next 10 years. The Willenhall-based company has agreed 
a deal with racecourse bosses which will see the famous hill in the middle of the 
track rebranded Poundland Hill. 

The popular area of the course, which is free to the public and has in years 
gone by attracted thousands of racegoers, will be known under that moniker 
at the Investec-sponsored two-day meeting, which takes place on June 2 and 3. 

Phil White, who is responsible for Epsom in his role as Jockey Club London 
regional director, said: “We’re looking to build and reinvigorate the hill and 
having a partner to work alongside us represents a great opportunity. 

“The Derby Festival attracts such a wide range of society and that’s what 
makes it unique. It’s known as the people’s race and the activities and all the 
people who go on to the hill is one of the reasons for that. 

“The hill is unique, and having a high street retailer like Poundland associ¬ 
ated with it can only be good for its long-term growth.” 

Poundland trading director Barry Williams said: “A11 of Britain loves the 
Derby. As the people’s store, we’re looking forward to helping make the people’s 
hill at Epsom one of the best ways to experience the Derby at Epsom.” 


Golf pairs tee off 
for final at Belfry 

TWO Penn Golf Club pairings have qualified for the national 
final of the American Golf Senior Championship. 

Ken Smith from Sedgley and Steve Banks from Wombourne 
carded 45 points at the regional qualifying event at their home 
course and took the honours by a solitary point from fellow 
Penn duo Gill Meek and Jo Hah. 

Both pairs will now join qualifiers from all over the UK and 
Ireland in front of Sky Sports’ cameras at The Belfry, on Sep¬ 
tember 7 and 8. They will compete over two days for the chance 
to be crowned American Golf Senior Champions and to be in 
contention for the Tournament of Champions in Mauritius. 

Meek, from Kingswinford and Hah from Sedgley are the only 
female pairing to qualify for the finals. 

“Our Championship events have proven incredibly popular 
over recent years,” said Daniel Gathercole, director of market¬ 
ing and communication at American Golf. “We can’t wait to 
welcome all our qualifiers to the Belfry to have a great time and 
do battle for the title.” 


Firm cheques in to 
offer Strollers help 

A MANUFACTURING company has lent its support to Dudley walking foot¬ 
ball club Hartshill Strollers. 

Club member Archie Jones, a sales engineer for Waterht, part of Thomas 
Dudley Ltd, handed over a cheque for £250 to club chairman, Mark Grazier. 

Archie said: “As a local manufacturing company, Thomas Dudley Ltd. prides 
itself on being part of the community. By supporting Hartshill Strollers, the 
firm is showing its commitment to that goal.” 

Hartshill Strollers - founded nearly three years ago - play at Summerhill 
School, Kingswinford. 

The club has grown from just four members to more than 50 - aged from 
50 to 85. 

Thomas Dudley Ltd is known to have been highly impressed with the Stroll¬ 
ers’ victory in the finals of the Walking Football United Over 60s National 
Tournament in November 2016 - the sport’s equivalent of the FA Cup. 

Mark Grazier said: “Hartshill Strollers is almost entirely self-financing. So 
we are extremely grateful for the generous donation from Thomas Dudley Ltd. 

“I hope this will be the start of a continuing association between the club 
and the company.” 
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Eggington’s 
welterweight 
Euro victory 

SAM Eggington became European wel¬ 
terweight champion after a shuddering 
knockout of Ceferino Rodriguez in Bir¬ 
mingham on Saturday. The Stourbridge 
fighter (21-3) landed two left hooks in 
the 10th round which sent the defending 
champion crumbling through the ropes. 

The fight swung in Eggington’s favour 
after he emerged stronger from a chaotic 
exchange in the seventh round. 

Rodriguez (24-2) had previously won 
fights abroad in Argentina, Italy and the 
USA and boasted former world cham¬ 
pion Sergio Martinez in his corner but 
had no answer to Eggington’s strength 
advantage. Eggington, who had previ¬ 
ously stopped Frankie Gavin and Paulie 
Malignaggi, first made his mark as the 
opening round ended before body shots 
caused Rodriguez’s legs to dip in pain. 

The home fighter applied forwards 
pressure throughout, frequently bully¬ 
ing his visitor whenever they came toe 
to toe. Rodriguez was technically adept 
and remained a threat - his jab was fast, 
then he effectively switched to southpaw 
to confuse Eggington. There was a no¬ 
ticeable mark underneath Eggington’s 
right eye - in the fifth, his hands dropped 
and Rodriguez made him pay. It was the 
Spaniard’s best moment so far. 

A wild brawl in the seventh round 
clearly suited Eggington, who withstood 
four flush punches to almost stop Rodri¬ 
guez. He shoved the champion onto the 
ropes, unloading every punch in his ar¬ 
senal, and although Rodriguez teetered 
across the ring he survived a major on¬ 
slaught. 

Each fighter landed hurtful right 
hands in the eighth and ninth rounds, 
but still Eggington motored forwards 
through whatever Rodriguez threw at 
him. By the 10th, Eggington’s power 
and strength advantage finally became 
too much. 

Premier League 
clubs to continue 
in Checkatrade 

PREMIER League Under-21 teams are 
set to continue competing in the Check¬ 
atrade Trophy for the next two seasons. 

Clubs in League One and League Two 
have voted in favour of retaining top¬ 
flight youth sides in the competition fol¬ 
lowing this term’s trial format. 

The League One and League Two 
clubs voted on whether to retain the cur¬ 
rent format, revert to a 48-team knock¬ 
out competition or scrap the tournament 
altogether. 

And two thirds of the English Football 
League (EFL) clubs canvassed voted in 
favour of extending the Premier League 
youth outfits’ continued participation. 

The decision means that Walsall could 
still come up against the likes of West 
Brom’s and Wolves youngsters for the 
coming years in the competition. 

The competition came in for fierce 
criticism last season after teams from 
English football’s top two tiers were in¬ 
vited to enter under-23 sides. 

That decision prompted thousands of 
supporters to boycott attending games 
amid fears Premier League ‘B’ teams 
could filter into the Football League. 


Family matters as teams smash it 



The players seen during the cup at Cheslyn Hay 


FOURTEEN teams took to the court for the 
Quorn Family Tennis Cup, held at Cheslyn Hay 
Tennis Club. This is an LTA event for juniors to 
play doubles with an adult family member. The 
matches take place on junior sized tennis courts 
using balls and rackets designed for children. 

The top four teams in the round robin stages 
contested the semi-finals. Maggie Plant with fa¬ 
ther Nick and Dan Taylor with father Ash quali¬ 
fied for the final. The final was a keenly contested 
encounter with some excellent rallies. Maggie and 
Nick Plant eventually won 10-7 in the final. 

Both families will now represent Cheslyn Hay 


TENNIS 


at the Quorn Family Tennis Cup Festival during 
The Aegon Manchester Trophy, a grass court 
event before the Wimbledon Championships. 

Cheslyn Hay Coach James Perrin, who organ¬ 
ised the competition, said how pleased he was 
with the event. “All the players, not just the jun¬ 
iors, thoroughly enjoyed the tennis.” 

There are new tennis sessions starting in May 
at Cheslyn Hay Leisure Centre, details at ches- 
lynhaytennis.com. Email cheslynhaytennis@live. 
com or call Chris on 07969 829318. 


BOSS LOOKS 10 
SMALLER CLUBS 


Ping pong ding dong to aid club 



Cheslyn Hay table tennis club member Dominic Evans, aged 10, from Pelsall 


WALSALL boss Jon Whitney 
wants to build closer links with 
the region’s non-league clubs 
in order to accelerate the de¬ 
velopment of his youngsters. 

The Saddlers manager is eager to 
form ties with clubs in the National 
League, National League North and 
Evo-Stik Northern Premier to secure 
the right loan moves for his up-and- 
coming stars. 

Whitney has already agreed to work with Staf¬ 
ford Rangers boss Neil Kitching. 

The 46-year-old has also held discussions with 
Solihull Moors assistant Keith Bertschin and 
Kidderminster Harriers number two Matt Gar¬ 
diner. 

“We have got so many young players coming 
through and we need to improve the pathway 
to the first team,” Whitney said. “The likes of 
Jordan Sangha and Milan Butterfield have done 
really well in the under-23s but they aren’t going 
to benefit massively by playing at that level again 
next season. 

“They need to be playing on a weekly basis, 
ideally against men. I’m looking at a three tier 
system. I’d like to get ties with a team in the Na¬ 
tional League, National League North and Evo- 
Stik Northern Premier.” 

Meanwhile, Whitney has revealed he’s held 
positive talks with a number of his transfer tar¬ 
gets. The Saddlers manager is spent the weekend 
watching games in Scotland as he continues to 
scout players for next season. 

But the 46-year-old has been busy holding 
meetings with potential signings ever since the 
end of the 2016/17 campaign. And Whitney is 
pleased with how talks have progressed. 

“We have held positive talks with a number of 
players,” the boss said. 

“Ideally we would like to get a couple in sooner 
rather than later. That’s what we’d like to do. 
It’s a busy time but we are being very proactive. 

“It’s a great opportunity for us to spread out, 
take in some games and cast our eyes over a few 
players. 

“It’s important with our season over that we 
use the opportunity to look at players in other 
leagues.” 


A club which has been keeping children active 
for more than 40 years is holding a 12-hour 
table tennis marathon this weekend to raise 
much needed funds. 

Cheslyn Hay Table Tennis club has been run¬ 
ning for 43 years, giving hundreds of players an 
education in the game as well as encouraging 
youngsters to enjoy the social side of sport. 

The club is still going strong, but does need 
some cash to keep on top of the ever-increasing 
cost of equipment as membership fluctuates. 

To try to get some money together, a 12 hour 
table tennis marathon will take place at the 
basement of Salem Church, High Street, Ches- 
lyn Hay on Saturday. The event will double 


up as an open day as bosses try to recruit new 
members, but all are welcome. 

John Quinn, who has been club secretary for 
25 years, said: “We still have a lot of members 
and remain a very active club but now we have 
to take a step back and make sure we have 
some cash so we can carry on in the future. 

“We are in a good position but if a table were 
to break we would be in trouble. We have raised 
thousands for charity in recent years but now it 
is time to think about ourselves.” 

He added: ’’This is a social sport and we are a 
club that encourages that side of things. On the 
other hand, we do take the sport very seriously 
and have produced some top players.” _ 


Mitchell in 
masterclass 
to reach 194 

FORMER Worcestershire skipper Dar¬ 
yl Mitchell showed his pedigree with 
a monumental 194 for Brockhampton 
against Dorridge, an innings which in¬ 
cluded 25 fours and 2 sixes. 

His century came in 94 balls and he 
faced 151 deliveries in all. Joe Crichard 
(52) helped him to put on 149 for the 
fourth wicket and he added another 94 
for the fifth wicket with Ian Bullock (44). 

David Ball (3 for 44) and Ali Ebad (3 
for 63) were the most successful bowlers 
for Dorridge as Brockhampton racked up 
325 for nine in 50 overs. Barrie Forrest- 
er-Smith (81 in 72 balls) led the reply 
but Dorridge’s brave response ended on 
293 all out in 49.2 overs. Nick Powell 
(4 for 40) and Jamie Mcllroy (4 for 47) 
shared eight wickets for Brockhampton 
who registered their first victory of the 
campaign by 32 runs. 

Wolverhampton were beaten by 
Shrewsbury in the Birmingham League 
Cricket Premier Division, despite an in¬ 
nings of 62 from Worcestershire’s Tom 
Fell and 63 from Zen Malik in a total of 
252-7. 

Berkswell, champions in 2016, are 
now the only unbeaten side in the 
Premier Division. They dismissed pre¬ 
viously undefeated West Bromwich 
Dartmouth for 143 and won by three 
wickkets with David Brignull (4 for 25) 
and Ryan Sidebottom (3 for 21) to the 
fore for Berkswell. Kasir Shah (3-30) 
made Berkswell struggle for runs before 
they ran out winners by three wickets. 

Both Barnt Green and Walsall lost 
their 100 per cent record with defeat 
to Ombersley. The hosts were all out 
for 157 at the Gorway and lost by seven 
wickets. 

K & D romped to a nine wicket win 
over Barnt Green after the home side 
posted 201 for seven and Ombersley 
were seven wicket winners at Gorway 
after they dismissed the home side for 
157. Walsall’s top scorer was number 
eight batsman Paul Byrne (46) after Ted 
Bayliss (3 for 30) and Gareth Andrew (3 
for 44) dismantled the top order. 

Triathletes, young 
and old, do well 

SATURDAY saw junior Black Country 
Triathletes compete at annual Junior 
Duathlon at Stourport cycle track. 

In the Tristart category Dylan Wil¬ 
liams took the silver position, TS2 age 
group saw Alex Westbury take silver and 
Abi Hathaway bronze and in the Youth 
category Lydia Silk took silver. 

Meanwhile in the adults, Gary Bonner 
finished seventh overall and third Male 
Supervet in the Worcester Sprint Tri. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 
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Call Free from a landline on: 



„ j 108081234 020 

. or use your minutes on a mobile calling: 

-033W21 2020 


Unit 15, Old Hall Trading Estate, Revival Street, 
Bloxwich, Walsall, West Midlands WS3 3HJ 





























